MOTION

HOMELESSNESS AND POVERT'

Los Angeles County’s Native American population of approximately 160,000 is the
largest of any County in the country, according to the Los Angeles Almanac. Unfortunately, the
Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority informs that Native Americans arc almost
four-and-a-half times more likely to be homeless, when compared to the general County
population.
The Los Angeles City/County Native American Indian Commission (Commission)
advises that the rate of homelessness among Native Americans in the County may actually be
higher. According to a study released by the Commission in March of 2019, approximately 20
percent of Native Americans were living with friends or relatives, and 14 percent were homeless
in a shelter or living on the street.
The Commission’s study advised that the Native American community is disconnected
from the homeless services system. Not only is the system culturally insensitive to the Native
American community, which can hinder effective provision of service, but there is a general lack of
awareness of available services. The study further states that Native American community members
in Los Angeles typically have high rates of poverty, chronic disease, mental health diagnoses,
substance abuse, diabetes, and suicide.
The City and County have taken major steps to address the long-standing issue of homeless
in Los Angeles. To help address the even longer-standing needs of the Native American community,
the City and County should partner to provide funding for a consultant to study the needs of Native
Americans in Los Angeles The consultant should address the following: improving assessment
methods to ensure all Native Americans are counted in the annual homeless survey; improve cultural
sensitivity amongst homeless services providers to address the specific needs of Native Americans;
review Fair Housing policies to ensure cultural sensitivity; and make recommendation to fund
housing locators and housing navigators to ensure homeless Native Americans are being sheltered
and housed. This consultant will work directly with the Native American Commission, and report
back to the City Council with further recommendations.
I THEREFORE MOVE that Council instruct the City Administrative Officer and Chief
Legislative Analyst to identify funding, including the use of the State’s Homeless, Housing,
Assistance and Prevention program grant, to hire a consultant to make recommendations to the
City and County to best address the needs of the Native American homeless community including,
improved outreach, services, and housing.
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