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October 21, 2020

Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell
200 N Spring St, Room 480
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: Item 13, Motion 20-1236

Dear Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell,

The Los Angeles City/County Native American Indian Commission (LANAIC) is writing to
express our appreciation to you for authoring Item 13, Motion 20-1236 which serves to
address efforts concerning Native American homelessness. Since the Fall of 2018, the
LANAIC has been actively engaging the American Indian/Alaska Native (AI/AN)
community to better understand homelessness, to center AI/AN voices, and to work with
the systems that provide care for people experiencing homelessness. Since this time we
have facilitated relationships between the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority
(LAHSA) and AI/AN community based organizations to facilitate access to the
Coordinated Entry System (CES). We have learned from our colleagues already housing
AI/AN in other Continuums of Care (CoC), and have created early recommendations in
the form of reports authored internally and with university partners. Despite these
important efforts, much work remains: AI/AN still experience homelessness at a rate of
5.5x their share of the population in LA County. There is still very limited data on this
population, and essentially no representation in the bodies that make decisions on CES
and CoC policy.

We are at a critical juncture where this momentum can deeply benefit from 1) focused
full-time effort dedicated to this work, 2) the expertise of someone who knows the
systems level and policy levers to achieve what our community has laid out, 3) ongoing
and regular community engagement. We support the motion authored by you that asks
to identify funding for at least one consultant. We believe the scope of work is large is
enough to support at least two positions. We further believe that such positions would be
most effective if they were to report to the LANAIC for direction and guidance, while
simultaneously carrying on the engagement efforts with relevant systems. We anticipate
not only important policy recommendations, but what we hope are significant inroads to
implementation, and progress made to support those AIAN experiencing homelessness.

Sincerely,

Chrissie Castro
Chairwoman


