
HEALTH, EDUCATION, NEIGHBORHOOD 
PARKS, ARTS & RIVERMOTION

In 2016, the City Council adopted the Los Angeles River Ecosystem Restoration Project (also 
known as ARBOR or “Area with Restoration Benefits and Opportunities for Revitalization”), developed 
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) with the City as the non-federal sponsor (Sponsor). The 
ARBOR plan lays out actions to restore Los Angeles (LA) River habitat in and along an 11-mile segment 
of the river from approximately Griffith Park to Downtown Los Angeles, while maintaining existing levels 
of flood risk management. The City is now working with the USACE to begin implementing portions of 
the ARBOR plan.

As the project’s sponsor, the City is responsible to provide financial and other contributions to 
advance the project. The City’s planned share of ARBOR’s approximately $1.4 billion cost includes $771 
million in land, easements, right-of-way, relocation, and disposal areas (LERRDs) (57% of project costs), 
and $201 million in cash for Ecosystem Restoration design and construction (14% of project costs). The 
City and the USACE are slated to share recreation design and construction costs equally, which is 
estimated at $9 million each.

In 2019, the Bureau of Engineering applied for and executed a $2.2 million Urban Greening Grant 
from the State of California Natural Resources Agency for the North Atwater East Bank RiverWay 
(NAEBR) project. The NAEBR project improvements are substantially congruent with ARBOR project 
elements. The NAEBR will convert approximately 2.2 miles of a maintenance road along the LA River 
from the Verdugo Wash to Los Feliz Boulevard into a multi-use trail. This improved section of RiverWay 
will help build connections for the community between the east bank of the LA River and the recently 
completed North Atwater Bridge. The NAEBR will include native plants, porous trail surfaces, and 
stormwater swales for water resilience, as well as features to interpret the natural and cultural history of 
the River.

The City and USACE could execute an In-Kind MOU to credit a portion of the improvements 
made by the NAEBR project toward the City’s contribution to the ARBOR project’s planned recreation 
improvements. Other City projects could also be credited for similar improvements through an In-Kind 
MOU.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Bureau of Engineering, with the assistance of the City Attorney 
and any other departments and bureaus as needed, be authorized to draft, execute, and administer In-Kind 
MOUs as needed with the United States Army Corps of Engineers and other external organizations and 
agencies for the North Atwater East Bank Riverway project, within the project boundaries.
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