AD HOC COMMITTEE ON COVID-19 RECOVERY
AND NEIGHBORHOOD INVESTMENT
MOTION
To assist LA's tenants and landlords affected by the current COVID-19 health pandemic, and prevent
displacement of renters, the citywide Emergency Rental Assistance Subsidy Program was created by LA
City Council, The Los Angeles Housing and Community Investment Department (HCIDLA), with the
support of Mayor Eric Garcetti. The program was created to provide a temporary rent subsidy for
tenants in the City of Los Angeles who are unable to pay rent due to circumstances related to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
The program allocates $103,000,000 to provide a rent subsidy to Los Angeles City renters impacted by
the COVID-19 health pandemic and is anticipated to assist 50,000 Los Angeles households. The subsidy
will provide a grant of up to $1,000 per month to cover the monthly lease rent (based on the rent paid
as of March 1, 2020), with a maximum of $2,000 per household, and the rent subsidy will be paid
directly to the tenant's landlord on the tenant's behalf.
Thousands of renters have since then applied for this program, desperately in need of help, however, it
has been reported that some never got such needed funds due to the unwillingness of landlords to
participate. Moreover, recent news reports revealed that over 100 landlords in the Gty of Los Angeles
have refused to take part in this program.
The economic devastation of the COVID-19 Pandemic has been felt across the region. It is imperative
that we address the shortfalls of this well-intended rent subsidy program in a timely manner to ensure
that we are fairly and justly providing assistance to Angelenos who are in need.
I THEREFORE MOVE that the Council instruct the Housing and Community Investment Department to
report back to the Housing Committee with a list of the landlords that refused to participate, alongside
recommendations on how the City could require landlords to participate In the citywide Emergency
Rental Assistance Subsidy Program in order to address these unintended consequences of depriving
tenants throughout the City from their right to receive aid.
I FURTHER MOVE that the Council instruct the Housing and Community Investment Department to
report back to the Housing Committee with recommendations on the feasibility of subsidizing the
renters that applied for and rightfully won the lottery through the rental subsidy program, but were
denied (their access to their participation in the program and their rightfully granted rental subsidy), due
to the refusal of a landlord to participate.
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