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The law firm of AlvaradoSmith is currently under contract with the City to assist with 
representation of the Department of Water and Power in connection with various eminent domain matters 
related to expanded rights of way for power lines.

For the Los Angeles World Airports, AlvaradoSmith, has assisted with environmental and 
construction related advice in connection with Airport expansion and was previously on panel to defend 
the Airport in construction related claims. The firm has also represented the Port of Los Angeles in various 
real estate leasing and inverse condemnation matters.

The firm of AlvaradoSmith has requested waiver of the conflict of interest that would arise by it 
taking on the representation of Dr. Kyung Cho, Mitaa Group and Geneva Cho, LLC (collectively, 
“Geneva”) in the redevelopment of the former Shriners Hospital for Children located at 3160 Geneva Street, 
Los Angeles, CA 90020. The firm of AlvaradoSmith would assist Geneva in obtaining the appropriate City 
permits and approvals necessary to redevelop the existing Shriners Hospital facility. The project is known 
as the Geneva Cho Village Project (“the project”).

Due to the AlvaradoSmith’s ongoing representation of the City, Rule 1.7 of the California Rules of 
Professional Conduct, requires a Conflict of Interest Waiver, which was requested by AlvaradoSmith in a 
letter dated September 1, 2020.

Having considered the differences between AlvaradoSmith’s prior work for the City and its 
proposed work for Geneva, and its assurance that it will not represent Geneva in any litigation, should any 
arise, related to the redevelopment project, the City Attorney has indicated no concern if the Council grants 
the requested waiver.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Council authorize a Conflict of Interest Waiver for the law firm
of AlvaradoSmith with respect to its representation of Dr. Kyung Cho, Mitaa Group and Geneva Cho, LLC
(collectively, “Geneva”) in the redevelopment of the former Shriners Hospital for Children located at 3160
Geneva Street, Los Angeles, CA 90020, inasmuch as the firm of AlvaradoSmith also represents the City in 
connection with various ongoing eminent domain matters and has provided assurance that it will not 
represent Geneva in any litigation against the City, should any arise; and that the City Attorney or his 
designee, be authorized to execute the Conflict of Interest Waiver on behalf of the City.
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