
TO BE PLACED ON REGULAR COUNCIL 
MOTION AGENDA OF OCTOBER 21, 2020

In 1991, the Council established the Major Projects Review Trust Fund, (Council File No. 90
2545), and associated Supplemental Fee Agreement procedure (Ordinances No. 166859 and 181098), to 
allow the city to fully recover the actual costs of reviewing applications for and preparing and/or evaluating 
the associated documentation of ‘Major Development Projects,’ thereby avoiding undue burdens on public 
resources.

Pursuant to the Ordinance, Supplemental Fee Agreements are negotiated by the Planning 
Department and executed by the Mayor. The city and project applicants/developers are required to agree 
upon the services to process the discretionary actions, including environmental reviews, and the personnel, 
time and resources which the city will need to accomplish those processing services.

To keep pace with the wireless needs and demands of city residents, T-Mobile has undertaken a 
large network upgrade program in 2020 to allow nearly every city resident to have access to a state-of-the 
art 5G network, the fifth generation technology standard for broadband cellular networks.

Thus far this year, T-Mobile has submitted nearly five hundred applications for modifications to 
existing infrastructure through the Planning Department and the Department of Building and Safety, and is 
expected to continue investing in many more infrastructure upgrades over the next several months and 
years.

The approval of these modifications are regulated by the city, and based on guidelines and 
regulations under the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). Because of the on-going pandemic, 
and existing COVE)-19 procedures, budget constraints have stretched the Planning Department thin and 
unable to review and approve these applications within the FCC's 60 day requirement, inasmuch as the 
modifications constitute an ‘unsubstantial change’ because they have no impact on the aesthetics of the 
community and maintain compliance with previously approved and granted entitlement requests by T- 
Mobile, the wireless carrier.

The Planning Department has agreed to enter into a Supplemental Fee Agreement with T-Mobile 
to expedite review of modifications to the infrastructure applications.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Council instruct the Planning Department, with the assistance of 
the Department of Building and Safety, and in consultation with the City Attorney, to enter into a 
Supplemental Fee Agreement (Administrative Code Section 5.121.9.3) with the wireless carrier, T-Mobile, 
to expedite review of nearly five hundred network upgrade applications, and thereby modify existing 
infrastructure, and agree upon the services required to process the discretionary actions, including 
environmental reviews, and the personnel, time and resources which the city will need to process the 
applications.
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