
Your Community Impact Statement has been successfully submitted to City Council and
Committees. 

If you have questions and/or concerns, please contact the Department of Neighborhood
Empowerment at NCSupport@lacity.org. 

This is an automated response, please do not reply to this email. 

Contact Information 
Neighborhood Council: Wilshire Center Koreatown NC 
Name: Adriane Hoff 
Phone Number: 6266589192 
Email: ahoff.wcknc@gmail.com 
The Board approved this CIS by a vote of: Yea(15) Nay(0) Abstain(0) Ineligible(0) Recusal(0) 
Date of NC Board Action: 12/14/2020 
Type of NC Board Action: For if Amended 

Impact Information
Date: 01/19/2021 
Update to a Previous Input: No 
Directed To: City Council and Committees 
Council File Number: 20-1354 
Agenda Date: 
Item Number: 
Summary: Wilshire Center Koreatown Neighborhood Council (“WCKNC”) applauds Governor
Newsom’s executive order issued on September 23rd, 2020 which will require all vehicles sold in
California to have zero emissions by 2035. Additionally, WCKNC is pleased that the Los Angeles
City Council has the foresight to explore how the city can prepare its power supply to transition to
zero emissions vehicles in an equitable way. However, electric vehicles are not a panacea to solve
all climate change and environmental justice issues relating to transportation. Lithium batteries
require cobalt, which is primarily mined in Congo. According to a Washington Post story from
February 21st, 2019, cobalt mining uses exploitative labor practices which violate human rights,
including child labor, while also destroying the local environment. Batteries in electric vehicles
degrade over time. Once they can only hold a charge of about 70% of its initial capacity, the EV
battery generally needs to be replaced. Los Angeles is still dealing with lead poisoning and other
environmental injustices surrounding the Exide contamination, which has disproportionately hurt
low income communities of color. WCKNC respectfully requests that the city council amend its
motion to explore converting certain city fleets from EVs to bicycles or other micromobility.
Additionally, we request the city make a measurable effort to expand its network of mobility lanes in
order to make this happen. We also request that the city explore programs to incentivize the purchase
of ebikes. Even though ebikes rely on a battery, it is much smaller than the ones used in EVs. We
further ask that the plan include incentives for landowners to make the necessary upgrades for EVs.
Finally, we request that dense neighborhoods like WCKNC are prioritized in receiving any
infrastructure upgrades to its power supply to ensure they can comply with the executive order
WCKNC thanks the city council for its consideration. 

mailto:NCSupport@lacity.org


December 14th, 2020

RE: Wilshire Center Koreatown Neighborhood Council’s Community Impact Statement
SUPPORTING WITH CONDITIONS Council File 20-1354: Zero Emission Vehicles / 2035 City
Transition

Wilshire Center Koreatown Neighborhood Council (“WCKNC”) applauds Governor Newsom’s executive
order issued on September 23rd, 2020 which will require all vehicles sold in California to have zero
emissions by 2035. Additionally, WCKNC is pleased that the Los Angeles City Council has the foresight to
explore how the city can prepare its power supply to transition to zero emissions vehicles in an equitable
way.

However, electric vehicles are not a panacea to solve all climate change and environmental justice issues
relating to transportation. Lithium batteries require cobalt, which is primarily mined in Congo. According to
a Washington Post story from February 21st, 2019, cobalt mining uses exploitative labor practices which
violate human rights, including child labor, while also destroying the local environment.

Batteries in electric vehicles degrade over time. Once they can only hold a charge of about 70% of its
initial capacity, the EV battery generally needs to be replaced. Los Angeles is still dealing with lead
poisoning and other environmental injustices surrounding the Exide contamination, which has
disproportionately hurt low income communities of color.

WCKNC respectfully requests that the city council amend its motion to explore converting certain city
fleets from EVs to bicycles or other micromobility. Additionally, we request the city make a measurable
effort to expand its network of mobility lanes in order to make this happen. We also request that the city
explore programs to incentivize the purchase of ebikes. Even though ebikes rely on a battery, it is much
smaller than the ones used in EVs. We further ask that the plan include incentives for landowners to
make the necessary upgrades for EVs.  Finally, we request that dense neighborhoods like WCKNC are
prioritized in receiving any infrastructure upgrades to its power supply to ensure they can comply with the
executive order

WCKNC thanks the city council for its consideration.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Adriane E. Hoff
Chair, Sustainability & Beautification Committee
Chair, Transportation & Public Safety Committee
Wilshire Center Koreatown Neighborhood Council

https://clkrep.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2020/20-1354_mot_10-20-2020.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2019/02/21/demand-congos-cobalt-is-rise-so-is-scrutiny-mining-practices/

