
HOMELESSNESS AND POVERTY

MOTION

In March 2020, LA Alliance for Human Rights brought a case against the City and County of Los 
Angeles over their failure to adequately address the homeless crisis facing this region. As the 
case has progressed, the Court became increasingly concerned about individuals who live 
under and near freeways, expressing concern about exposure to heightened public health risks 
due to degraded air quality and contamination such as lead and other carcinogens. The Court is 
advising the City and County to offer housing or shelter to this population urgently, and clear 
freeway overpasses, underpasses, and ramps of encampments. The Court has expressed 
impatience with the efforts of the City and the County and is indicating a desire to see this 
happen within the next few weeks.

As part of the court proceedings, the County and the City reached a historic agreement to 
provide a total of 3,700 beds and accompanying services for people experiencing 
homelessness in the City of Los Angeles within 18 months. The City is responsible for creating 
the beds; the County is responsible for paying to the City $293 million over the next five years to 
support the City’s obligation to provide the beds. This obligation is meant to supplement, not 
supplant, the County Department of Mental Health’s obligation to provide beds for those 
suffering from mental illness and/or substance abuse problems.

The CAO and CLA have been working with each City Council Office to develop district-specific 
plans to address the commitment to house people living on the streets. In some districts, those 

plans use pallet shelters, bridge housing beds, and Safe Parking. The plans in other districts 
rely heavily on rapid rehousing, shared housing, and master leasing.

On September 1, 2020, the County made their first payment of "Los Angeles County service 
commitment funds” to the City in the amount of $17.66 million, and the City has allocated $8 36 
million of these funds. But unless the City allocates some of the remaining $9.32 million in 
County funds expeditiously, it will be unable to meet the Court direction and offer 
housing within the next few weeks to people living unhoused near freeways.

In Council District 11, service providers plan to house at ieast 92 individuals from encampments 

subject to the LA Alliance for Human Rights v. City of Los Anaeles court order, primarily through 
hotel and motel leasing, and Rapid Rehousing and shared housing. These interventions have 
already begun, with dozens of individuals being housed out of an encampment near Penmar 
Golf Course in Venice. The Court has requested that remaining individuals under the 405 
freeway at Venice Boulevard be housed immediately, in addition to smaller populations of



unhoused people at other freeway adjacent locations in District 11 In order to quickly service 
these additional locations in the CD 11 sheltering plan, the City must release additional available 
resources now.

lAHSA's Council District 3 Encampment Pilot Program to provide Rapid Rehousing to 

individuals under the 101 Freeway at Winnetka Ave and Corbin Ave. began in August 
Approximately 33 individuals were identified as typically camping in this area. To date, 25 of 
these individuals have entered LA Family Housing Project Roomkey sites, and LAHSA outreach 
workers have assessed that approximately seven participants remain at this location. The goal 
of the pilot is to acquire market rate units in CD3 to immediately house this group of people, but 
securing these units for tenants with poor credit or rental histories has proven challenging. While 
few individuals are living in or near the remaining underpass and freeway adjacent areas of 
CD3, the Court has expressed interest in seeing all these people provided better shelter quickly 
to prevent people from simply moving from one underpass to another.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Council instruct the CAO to allocate the remaining $9,324,312 
remaining funds from the County of Los Angeles Service Commitment funds into Homelessness 
Efforts - County Funding Agreement within Department No. 10, for services in each Council 
District's homelessness Roadmap sheltering plans, including Rapid Rehousing and shared 
housing, leasing of hotels and motels, interim housing, and safe parking.
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