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The Honorable Joe Buscaino
Los Angeles City Council
200 N. Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Opposition – Prohibition on sitting, lying, sleeping and storing personal property within
500 feet of a library – Council File 20-1376-S3

Dear Councilmembers,

We write on behalf of Abundant Housing LA in opposition of the motion dated June 3, 2022, in
Council File 20-1376-S3, which would direct the City Attorney to prepare an ordinance
prohibiting sitting, lying, sleeping and storing personal property within 500 feet of a library
citywide.

Abundant Housing LA is a pro-housing, nonprofit advocacy organization working to help solve
Southern California’s housing crisis. We support reforms to legalize more homes, make homes
easier to build, increase funding for affordable housing, and protect tenants, which are all
needed to make housing more affordable, improve access to jobs and transit, promote greater
environmental sustainability, and advance racial and economic equity. As a community
organization, in order to maintain our independence, we do not accept financial support from
housing developers or their consultants.

We understand the political pressure the Los Angeles City Council is under to do something
about encampments. However, the proposed policy will make the problem of homelessness
worse. Libraries are public spaces that provide a range of services which are helpful in allowing
people experiencing homelessness to survive and advance on their journey towards housing
and healing. On a basic level, libraries provide water, restrooms, seating and air conditioning.
The importance of these services to people forced to live outside should require no explanation.
On a deeper level, the collections of books in libraries provide access to knowledge, hope and
inspiration. Libraries are also an entry point to a broader range of social services which can be
helpful in exiting homelessness. For example, the Los Angeles Public Library system provides
assistance for people with disabilities, adult literacy classes, health workshops, referrals to
homeless services, job search assistance, assistance for Angelenos pursuing American
citizenship and services for veterans. Any one of these services could mean the difference
between exiting homelessness and languishing on the street, and yet, the proposed policy
would make it harder for unhoused Angelenos to access their public libraries.

https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=20-1376-S3
https://www.lapl.org/services-programs


Public spaces, by definition, must be accessible to all. The attempt to cut off unhoused people
from libraries is nothing short of a privatization of public space, which would exclude the most
marginalized people in our society, disproportionately Black, Indigenous and other people of
color, from their right to enjoy that space. It is an attempt to privilege the comfort and
convenience of people who would rather not be in the company of the human beings this city
has failed to house. It is an effort to sweep the problem of homelessness out of sight, but the
longer we fail to embrace comprehensive solutions to our housing affordability crisis, the worse
this problem will become. No amount of policing will save the people of Los Angeles from the
consequences of this neglect. While we understand the City’s legitimate interest in keeping
sidewalks passable and accessible to people with disabilities, a wholesale prohibition on
encampments near libraries is the wrong approach.

The right approach is to adopt a comprehensive package of housing solutions. Los Angeles
should double down on the City’s investment in permanent supportive housing under Measure
HHH, which has created badly-needed housing for the formerly homeless. Unfortunately, the
overall housing affordability crisis is pushing people into homelessness faster than the City has
been able to pull them out. This is why increased funding for affordable housing and support
services, while necessary, are not sufficient to solve the problem. We must also legalize more
homes, make homes easier to build and protect tenants. Los Angeles must end exclusionary
single-family zoning so that we can address the housing shortage that is pushing up prices.
Abolishing parking requirements, making the Transit Oriented Communities program more
generous and approving housing by-right are other transformative reforms that would reflect a
serious commitment to ending the housing crisis. Strengthening tenants’ rights to counsel and
compensation in a no-fault eviction are needed as well to increase stability for the people who
are most at risk of falling into homelessness. Banning encampments near libraries is at best a
distraction from these real solutions and at worst will harm the people we should be doing much
more to help.

For these reasons, we oppose the motion and request a meeting to discuss our concerns.

Sincerely,

Le�n��a C��n��                               Dav�� �. Bar����
Leonora Camner
Executive Director
Abundant Housing LA

David J. Barboza, AICP
Director of Policy and Research
Abundant Housing LA


