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CITY OF LOS ANGELES
INTER-DEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE

0220-05786-0000
Council District 1
October 19, 2020

Date:

To:

City Council

From:

Richard H. Llewellyn, Jr., City Administrative Officer
Chair, Municipal Facilities Committee

Subject:

PASEO DEL RIO PROJECT AT TAYLOR YARD G2 PARCEL

The Municipal Facilities Committee (MFC) waived the attached Bureau of Engineering (BOE)
report. This report requests that Council, subject to the approval of the Mayor, take the following
actions in order to initiate the Paseo del Rio Project at the Taylor Yard G2 Parcel in Council
District 1:
1. AUTHORIZE the CAO to re-authorize remaining balances of $355,445 and $1,837,709
in MICLA financing previously authorized through C.F. 20-0036 and C.F.19-0926-S4 until
June of 2024;
2. AUTHORIZE the City Engineer to negotiate and execute any necessary grant agreement,
contract, or other document as necessary to receive funding up to $5,840,000 from the
2020 Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy (SMMC) Prop 1 Grant;
3. AUTHORIZE the City Engineer to submit grant reimbursement requests for the 2019
SMMC Prop 1 Grant, 2020 SMMC Prop 1 Grant, and the 2020 Wildlife Conservation
Board (WCB) Prop 68 Grant up to $1,500,000, $5,840,000, and $250,000 respectively;
4. AUTHORIZE the City Engineer to match the 2019 SMMC Prop 1 Grant, 2020 SMMC
Prop 1 Grant, and the 2020 WCB Prop 68 Grant funding requirements with $1,666,667,
$3,870,000, and $100,000 in CIEP funds (13-1641-S3) respectively;
5. AUTHORIZE the Department of Public Works, Director of Accounting
reimbursements from the 2019 SMMC Prop 1 Grant, 2020 SMMC Prop
2020 WCB Prop 68 Grant up to $1,500,000, $5,840,000, and $250,000
the CIEP Fund No. 100/54 and appropriate into the account entitled
Project;

to deposit grant
1 Grant, and the
respectively into
Taylor Yard G2

6. AUTHORIZE the City Engineer to proceed with the Paseo del Rio project, formerly known
as the Early Activation project, and associated work on the Taylor Yard G2 site, with a
total available funding of $18,561,755;and
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7. AUTHORIZE the City Administrative Officer to make any necessary technical and
accounting adjustments to the recommendations above to effectuate the intent of the City
Council action.

DEBT IMPACT STATEMENT
The issuance of Municipal Improvement Corporation of Los Angeles (MICLA) debt is a General
Fund obligation. The issuance of MICLA for the Paseo Del Rio Project would cause the City to
borrow an additional $2,193,154 at an estimated 5.5 percent interest rate over 20 years. The
total combined debt service is estimated at $3,670,430, including interest of approximately
$1,477,276. The estimated average annual debt service is $183,520 over 20 years.
Actual interest rates may differ as rates are dependent on market conditions at the time of
issuance. We cannot fully predict what interest rates will be in the future.
In accordance with the City's Debt Management Policy, the City has an established debt ceiling
to guide in evaluating the affordability for future debt. The debt ceiling for non-voted direct debt
as a percentage of General Fund revenues is 6.0 percent. The City is currently at 3.58 percent
for 2020-21. The issuance of debt for this project will not impact the City's debt capacity for nonvoted approved debt as the issuance of debt for this project is already included in the debt ratio.
In dialogue with BOE, the intent is to spend the MICLA funds only as needed for construction
after all other funds have been exhausted.
FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT
Approval of the recommendations in this report allocates up to $18,561,775 for this project,
receiving $8,590,000 in grant funds, with the requirement to provide a City local match of
$5,636,667. There is no impact to the General Fund as the match will be made up of $5,636,667,
funds currently in the CIEP accounts, from a prior sale designated only for use on this project.
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CITY OF LOS ANGELES
INTERDEPARTMENTAL CORRESPONDENCE

Date:

October 5, 2020

To:

Municipal Facilities Committee
ENGINEERING

Christopher F. Johnson
cn=Christopher F. Johnson,
o=Department of Public Works,
Bureau of Engineering, ou=Clean
Water Division,
email=christopher.johnson@lacity.
org, c=US
2020.10.04 16:00:34 -07'00'

From:

Christopher F. Johnson, P.E., G.E.
Bureau of Engineering

Subject:

PASEO DEL RIO PROJECT AT TAYLOR YARD G2 PARCEL

RECOMMENDATIONS
1. AUTHORIZE the CAO to re-authorize remaining balances of $355,445 and
$1,837,709 in MICLA financing previously authorized through C.F. 20-0036 and
C.F.19-0926-S4 until June of 2024.
2. AUTHORIZE the City Engineer to negotiate and execute any necessary grant
agreement, contract, or other document as necessary to receive funding up to
$5,840,000 from the 2020 Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy (SMMC) Prop 1
Grant.
3. AUTHORIZE the City Engineer to submit grant reimbursement requests for the 2019
SMMC Prop 1 Grant, 2020 SMMC Prop 1 Grant, and the 2020 Wildlife Conservation
Board (WCB) Prop 68 Grant up to $1,500,000, $5,840,000, and $250,000
respectively.
4. AUTHORIZE the City Engineer to match the 2019 SMMC Prop 1 Grant, 2020 SMMC
Prop 1 Grant, and the 2020 WCB Prop 68 Grant funding requirements with
$1,666,667, $3,870,000, and $100,000 in CIEP funds (13-1641-S3) respectively.
5. AUTHORIZE the Department of Public Works, Director of Accounting to deposit
grant reimbursements from the 2019 SMMC Prop 1 Grant, 2020 SMMC Prop 1
Grant, and the 2020 WCB Prop 68 Grant up to $1,500,000, $5,840,000, and
$250,000 respectively into the CIEP Fund No. 100/54 and appropriate into the
account entitled Taylor Yard G2 Project.

6. AUTHORIZE the City Engineer to proceed with the Paseo del Rio project, formerly
known as the Early Activation project, and associated work on the Taylor Yard G2
site, with a total available funding of $18,561,755.
7. AUTHORIZE the City Administrative Officer to make any necessary technical and
accounting adjustments to the recommendations above to effectuate the intent of the
City Council action.

ATTACHMENT
2020 Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy (SMMC) Proposition 1 Grant agreement
BACKGROUND
The City of Los Angeles (City) purchased the Taylor Yard G2 Parcel (G2) on March 1,
2017 (C.F. 13-1641) located at 2850 Kerr Street in the Glassell Park and Cypress Park
neighborhoods of Council District 1. The approximately 42-acre parcel is adjacent to the
Los Angeles River, Rio de Los Angeles State Park, and the G1 Parcel owned by the
State of California. The primary long-term objective for G2 is to implement the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers’ Los Angeles River Ecosystem Restoration Feasibility Study
(also known as ARBOR or "Area with Restoration Benefits and Opportunities for
Revitalization”) which is estimated to be fully implemented in 15 years.
To complement the City’s work on G2, the City has entered into the 100-Acre
Partnership (Partnership) which consists of: The Rio de Los Angeles (RdLA) State Park,
an existing 40-acre park owned by California State Parks (State Parks) and managed
cooperatively by State Parks and the City through the Department of Recreation and
Parks (RAP); the Taylor Yard G1 Parcel, an 18-acre property also known as the
“Bowtie” parcel which is owned and managed by State Parks; and the City owned 42acre G2 Parcel which also consists of a 12.5-acre easement owned by the Mountains
Recreation and Conservation Authority (MRCA). The three properties combine for a
total of 100-acres within the former Taylor Yard. The goal of the Partnership is to
cooperate to create a unified world class LA River Park at Taylor Yard in recognition of
the significant mutual public benefits to be realized by cooperating on the design,
construction, financing, operation, maintenance and management of the project.
For long term implementation at G2, the Bureau of Engineering (BOE) is preparing a
planning document known as the Implementation Feasibility Report (IFR), which
analyzes project alternatives and outlines the long-term phased development over the
next 15 years. The IFR is in the final stages of development and is scheduled to be
released to the public later this year. In the nearer term, as authorized by Council (C.F.
14-1158.S3), the BOE worked to develop preliminary concepts for an interim project
known as the Early Activation project at G2 to remediate and develop a portion of the
site in strategic phases to provide early access to G2 and the LA River.

DISCUSSION
As a result of the planning completed by the BOE and the Partnership, the Early
Activation project in concept has developed into the Paseo del Rio project, a continuous
greenway along the LA River’s edge spanning the length of both g2 and G1. The Paseo
del Rio project will include riverfront public access, trails, restored habitat, gathering
spaces or outdoor classrooms, art, interpretive signage, lighting, parking, and a public
event space. In addition, the project will have to bring all basic utility services to the site.
As a Partnership, the Paseo del Rio will be implemented by the City and the MRCA
within G2, and by State Parks within G1.
To facilitate the planned implementation of the Paseo del Rio project, the BOE has
worked to secure funding for the planning, design, environmental reviews, site
assessments, utility services, and construction of the project. The City funding sources
secured by the BOE and previously authorized by Council for use on the Paseo del Rio
project and G2 are provided below.
On December 7, 2018, City Council authorized (C.F. 13-1641-S3) the use of $6,952,770
in CIEP funds for on-going site assessments, remediation, and development of G2.
On February 4th, 2019, City Council authorized (C.F. 14-1158-S5) the use of $1,035,000
in CIEP funds for site assessments, remediation, and phased development of G2,
including Early Activation.
On February 18, 2020, City Council re-authorized $355,446 in MICLA financing (C.F.
20-0036) through June of 2022 for development of G2. The BOE is requesting City
Council authority to re-authorize the remaining balance of $355,445 in MICLA financing
for an additional 2 years to June of 2024 so that it may be used to fund construction of
the Paseo del Rio project.
On June 12, 2020, City Council re-authorized $2,000,000 in MICLA financing (C.F.190926-S4) through June of 2021 for use on the G2 Early Activation project now known as
the Paseo Del Rio project. The BOE is requesting City Council to re-authorize the
remaining balance of $1,837,709 in MICLA financing for an additional 3 years to June of
2024 so that it may be used to fund construction of the Paseo del Rio project.
In addition to the City funding sources specified above, the BOE anticipated the need
for grant funding to complete the planning, design, environmental reviews, site
assessments, utility services, and construction of the Paseo Del Rio project. Therefore,
the BOE applied for multiple grants as discussed below.
On November 30, 2018, with the authorization of City Council (C.F. 14-1158-S6) the
BOE applied for a Proposition 1 Grant (2019 SMMC Prop 1 Grant) through the sMmC
and on January 28, 2019 was awarded $1,500,000. The required match by the City for
this grant is $1,666,667. The grant reimbursements and the City’s matching funds will
be used to hire a consultant for the planning, design and environmental review of the
Paseo Del Rio project, and the environmental review for the long-term Taylor Yard G2
project. On January 9, 2020, with the authorization of City Council (C.F. 14-1158-S6)

the Grant Agreement was executed between the BOE and the SMMC for the period
beginning January 28, 2019 and ending on June 30, 2021.
On September 20, 2019, with the authorization of City Council (C.F. 19-1118) the BOE
applied for a Proposition 68 Grant (2020 WCB Prop 68 Grant) through the wCb and on
May 20, 2020 was awarded $250,000. The required match by the City for this grant is
$100,000. The grant reimbursements and the City’s matching funds will be used to hire
a consultant for the planning, design, environmental review, and community outreach of
the Paseo Del Rio project at G2. On May 28, 2020, with the authorization of City
Council (C.F. 19-1118) the Grant Agreement was executed between the BOE and WCB
for the period beginning May 28, 2020 and ending on March 31,2023.
On May 18, 2020, the BOE applied for a Proposition 1 Grant (2020 SMMC Prop 1
Grant) through the SMMC, and on June 1, 2020 was awarded $5,840,000. The required
match by the City for this grant is $3,870,000. The grant reimbursements and the City’s
matching funds will be used to hire a consultant for the planning, design, environmental
review, and site assessments of the Paseo Del Rio project at G2. The grant
reimbursements and the City’s matching funds will also be used to hire a contractor for
the construction of the Paseo Del Rio project at G2. Therefore, the BOE is requesting
that the City Engineer be authorized to accept this award and execute a Grant
Agreement between the City and the SMMC for the period of June 1, 2020 through
June 30, 2022.
The grants mentioned above will contribute towards the planning, design, environmental
reviews, site assessments, utility services, construction of the Paseo Del Rio project,
and to support the overall development of G2. However, the grants do require the City
to match funds and to provide front funding before reimbursements can be received.
Therefore, the BOE is requesting that the City Engineer be authorized to match the
2019 SMMC Prop 1 Grant, 2020 SMMC Prop 1 Grant, and the 2020 WCB Prop 68
Grant funding requirements with $1,666,667, $3,870,000, and $100,000 in CIEP funds
(13-1641-S3) respectively. The BOE is also requesting authority to front fund the grants
using available CIEP funds (C.F. 13-1641-S3). Furthermore, the BOE is requesting that
the Department of Public Works, Director of Accounting be authorized to accept and
deposit grant reimbursements from the 2019 SMMC Prop 1 Grant, 2020 SMMC Prop 1
Grant, and the 2020 WCB Prop 68 Grant up to $1,500,000, $5,840,000, and $250,000
respectively into the CIEP Fund No. 100/54 and appropriate into the account entitled
Taylor Yard G2 Project.

In addition to the funds secured by the BOE, the Bureau of Sanitation (LASAN) has
secured two separate EPA Brownfield Cleanup Grants in 2019 and 2020 for $500,000
each for a total of $1,000,000 to contribute towards the remediation costs of G2 during
the Paseo del Rio project.

The following tables below summarize the City funds available for use at G2, total
amount of grants received by BOE and the match to be provided by the City, and the
total funding available for planning, design, site assessments, environmental

documentation, remediation, and construction of the Paseo del Rio project at G2, as
well as the cost of bringing basic utilities to the site.

Table 1
Fund
CIEP
CIEP
MICLA
MICLA

Council File
131641-S3
141158-S4
19-0926-S4
20-0036

City Funds Available for G2
Authorized
Account No.
Amount
100/54/00R639
$6,952,770.00
100/54/00R639
$1,035,000.00
$2,000,000.00
298/50/50STYG
298/40/40N29L
$647,670.00

-

Total

$10,635,440.00

Remaining
$6,810,107.25
$968,493.54
$1,837,708.97
$355,445.48
$9,971,755.24

Table 2 - Total Grant Funding and City’s Match
Grant
Grant Amount
City's Match
2020 SMMC Prop 1
$5,840,000.00 $3,870,000.00
2019 SMMC Prop 1
$1,500,000.00 $1,666,667.00
2020 WCB Prop 68
$250,000.00
$100,000.00
2019 EPA Clean-Up Grant
$500,000.00
$0.00
2020 EPA Clean-Up Grant
$500,000.00
$0.00
$8,590,000.00

$5,636,667.00

Table 3 - Total Funding
Funding Source
Amount
CIEP
$7,778,600.79
MICLA
$2,193,154.45
2020 SMMC Prop 1 Grant
$5,840,000.00
2019 SMMC Prop 1 Grant
$1,500,000.00
2020 WCB Prop 68 Grant
$250,000.00
2019 EPA Clean-Up Grant
$500,000.00
2020 EPA Clean-Up Grant
$500,000.00
Total

$18,561,775.24

FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT
Approval of the recommendations in this report allocates up to $18,561,775 for this
project, receiving $8,590,000 in grant funds, with the requirement to provide a City local
match of $5,636,667. The match will be made up of $5,636,667 in CIEP funds.
DEBT IMPACT STATEMENT
The issuance of Municipal Improvement Corporation of Los Angeles (MICLA) debt is a
General Fund obligation. The issuance of MICLA for the Paseo Del Rio Project would

cause the City to borrow an additional $2,193,154 at an approximate 5.5 percent
interest rate over 20 years. The total combined debt service is estimated at $3,670,430,
including interest of approximately $1,477,276. During the life of the bonds, the
estimated average annual debt service is $183,520 over 20 years.
Actual interest rates may differ as rates are dependent on market conditions at the time
of issuance. We cannot fully predict what interest rates will be in the future.
In accordance with the City's Debt Management Policy, the City has an established debt
ceiling to guide in evaluating the affordability for future debt. The debt ceiling for nonvoted direct debt as a percentage of General Fund revenues is 6.0 percent. The City is
currently at 3.58 percent for 2020-21. The issuance of debt for this project will not
impact the City's debt capacity for non-voted approved debt as the issuance of debt for
this project is already included in the debt ratio.
In dialogue with the CAO and CLA offices, the intent is to spend the MICLA funds only
as needed for construction, after all other funds have been exhausted.

CFJ/bp
Attachment
cc:

Councilmember Gil Cedillo, Council District 1
Councilmember David Ryu, Council District 4
Barbara Romero, Deputy Mayor
Carol Armstrong, Mayor’s Office
Michael Affeldt, Mayor’s Office
Debby Kim, Council District 1
Hugo Ortiz, Council District 1
Christine Peters, Council District 13
Matias Farfan, Office of the Chief Legislative Analyst
Jacqueline Wagner, Office of the City Administrative Officer
Gary Lee Moore, Bureau of Engineering
Deborah Weintraub, Bureau of Engineering
Bryan Powell, Bureau of Engineering

ATTACHMENT
2020 SMMC Proposition 1 Grant agreement

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

STANDARD AGREEMENT
STD 213 (Rev 06/03)

AGREEMENT NUMBER

3810-P01-2015
REGISTRATION NUMBER

1.

This Agreement is entered into between the State Agency and the Contractor named below:
STATE AGENCY'S NAME

Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy
CONTRACTOR'S NAME

City of Los Angeles, Bureau of Engineering (Taylor Yard Paseo del Rio Project - G2 and Bowtie)

2.

The term of this
Agreement is:

6/1/20

3.

The maximum amount
of this Agreement is:

$ 5,840,000.00

through

6/30/22

4. The parties agree to comply with the terms and conditions of the following exhibits which are by this reference made a
part of the Agreement.
Exhibit A - Scope of Work

1 page(s)

Exhibit B - Budget Detail and Payment Provisions

1 page(s)

Exhibit C* - General Terms and Conditions

GTC 610

Check mark one item below as Exhibit D:
Exhibit - D Special Terms and Conditions (Attached hereto as part of this agreement)
Exhibit - D* Special Terms and Conditions
Exhibit E - Additional Provisions
Board Materials
Other Materials

page(s)
39 page(s)

Items shown with an Asterisk (*), are hereby incorporated by reference and made part of this agreement as if attached hereto.
These documents can be viewed at www.ols.dgs.ca.gov/Standard+Language
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this Agreement has been executed by the parties hereto.
California Department of General
Services Use Only

CONTRACTOR
CONTRACTOR'S NAME (if other than an individual, state whether a corporation, partnership, etc.)

City of Los Angeles
BY (Authorized Signature)

DATE SIGNED/Do not type)

SIGNHEREj
PRINTED NAME AND TITLE OF PERSON SIGNING

Gary Lee Moore, City Engineer
ADDRESS

1149 S. Broadway, 6th Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90015
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
AGENCY NAME

Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy
BY (Authorized Signature)

DATE SIGNED/Do not type)

PRINTED NAME AND TITLE OF PERSON SIGNING

Ms. Rorie Skei, Chief Deputy Director
ADDRESS

570 West Avenue 26, Suite 100, Los Angeles, California 90065

SCM Vol. 1
Sections 4.01 4.04, and 4.06

I%1 Exempt per:

City of Los Angeles (Taylor Yard Paseo del Rio Project - G2 and Bowtie)
Proposition 1
3810-P01-2015
EXHIBIT A
(Standard Agreement)

SCOPE OF WORK

1. Contractor agrees to provide to the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy
(SMMC) the following as described herein:
Capital improvements for the Taylor Yard Paseo Del Rio G2 and Bowtie Project
adjacent to the Los Angeles River, with Board Materials date June 1, 2020.
2. The services shall be performed within the Santa Monica Mountains
Conservancy Zone.
3. The services shall be provided during normal business hours.
4. The project representatives during the term of this agreement will be:

State Agency: Santa Monica Mountains
Conservancy
Name: Chief Deputy Director
Phone: (310) 589-3200 ext. 112
Fax: (310) 589-2408

Contractor: City of Los Angeles, Bureau
of Engineering_____________________
Name: Gary Lee Moore
Phone: 213-923-4707
Fax: N/A

Direct all inquiries to:
State Agency: Santa Monica Mountains
Conservancy
Section/Unit: Government Programs____
Attention: Budgets, Grants, and Contracts
Officer
Address: 570 West Avenue 26, Suite 100
Los Angeles, California 90065
Phone: (323) 221-8900 x 101___________
Email: maloney@smmc.ca.gov
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Contractor: City of Los Angeles
Section/Unit: Bureau of Engineering
Attention: Gary Lee Moore
Address: 1149 S. Broadway, 6th Floor
Los Angeles, California 90015______
Phone: 213-923-4707
Fax: N/A

City of Los Angeles (Taylor Yard Paseo del Rio Project - G2 and Bowtie)
Proposition 1
3810-P01-2015
EXHIBIT B
(Standard Agreement)

BUDGET DETAIL AND PAYMENT PROVISIONS
1.

Invoicing and Payment
A. For services satisfactorily rendered, and upon receipt and approval of the invoices,
the State agrees to compensate the contractor for actual expenditures incurred in
accordance with the rates specified herein, which is attached hereto and made a part
of this Agreement.

B. Invoices shall include the Agreement Number and shall be submitted in triplicate
not more frequently than monthly in arrears to:

Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy
Attn: Budgets, Grants and Contracts Officer
570 West Avenue 26, Suite 100
Los Angeles, CA 90065

C.
2.

Refer to additional billing information for more details.

Budget Contingency Clause
A. It is mutually agreed that if the Budget Act of the current year and/or any
subsequent years covered under this Agreement does no appropriate sufficient funds
for the program, this Agreement shall be of no further force and effect. In this event,
the State shall have no liability to pay any funds whatsoever to Contractor or to
furnish any other considerations under this Agreement and Contractor shall not be
obligated to perform any provisions of this Agreement.

B. If funding for any fiscal year is reduced or deleted by the Budget Act for purposes of
this program, the State shall have the option to ether cancel this Agreement with no
liability occurring to the State, or offer an agreement amendment to Contractor to
reflect the reduced amount.

3.

Prompt Payment Clause
Payment will be made in accordance with, and within the time specified in, Government
Code Chapter 4.5, commencing with Section 927.
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EXHIBIT E

City of Los Angeles (Taylor Yard Paseo del Rio Project - G2 and Bowtie)
Proposition 1
3810-P01-2015
Additional General Provisions
A.

B.

Definitions
1.

The term “Act” as used herein means the
Prop 1: Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Act of
2014 (Proposition 1).

2.

The term u CEQA
as used herein means the California
Environmental Quality Act, Public Resources Code Section 21000 et.
Seq; Title 14, California Code of Regulations Section 15000 et. seq.

3.

The term “Contract” as used herein means an agreement between the
State and Grantee specifying the payment of Grant Money by the
State for the performance of Project goals within the Project
Performance Period by the Grantee.

4.

The term “Grantee” as used herein means the party described as the
Grantee on page 1 of this Contract.

5.

The term “Grant Moneys” as used herein means funds derived from
the sale of bonds authorized by the Act.

6.

The term “Project” as used herein means the project described in
Section B of Exhibit E.

7.

The term “Project Performance Period” as used herein means the
period of time that the Grant Moneys are available, and the time in
which the Project must be complete, billed and paid as described in
Section C of Exhibit E.

8.

The term “State” as used herein means the Santa Monica Mountains
Conservancy.

9.

The term “Contractor” as used herein means the party described as
the Grantee on page 1 of this Contract.
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Project Description

The Grantee shall be responsible for capital improvements for the Taylor Yard
Paseo del Rio G1 and Bowtie Project adjacent to the Los Angeles River, in
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accordance with Conservancy Board materials dated June 1, 2020 (attached).
Grantee shall ensure that the Conservancy receives full recognition for providing
funding under this Grant Agreement in any and all publication of the deliverables
under this Grant Agreement. Examples include, but are not limited to, signage
recognizing the contribution at any physical project sites and the Conservancy’s
name and logo on any and all materials, press releases and publicity materials,
documents, websites, or other forms of presentation regarding this project. The
Conservancy shall have the right to use any and all such materials produced as a
result of this Grant Agreement.
For Projects that involve land acquisition:
1.1

Prior to purchasing fee title or a lesser interest in eligible land, the
Grantee (buyer) must submit necessary information to the Grant
Manager. This information must include:
1.1.1

An estimate of the current fair market value of the land
interest to be purchased. To establish the fair market value,
the Grantee will obtain one independent appraisal. One
independent review appraisal will be required to review all
appraisal reports and to prepare a written report of the review.
All appraisals and the review appraisal must be prepared by
real property appraisers currently licensed by the State of
California Office of Real Estate Appraisers as a Certified
General Appraiser.

1.1.2

A written statement of the proposed procedure and timing of
the purchase of the land interest.

1.1.3

A written statement that the land is suitable for its intended
uses, and that the Grantee is solely responsible for the
mitigation of a hazardous material that may be found during
the development of the site.

1.1.4

If not included in the appraisals, an adequate map showing the
location of the proposed project including the land/easement
proposed for purchase. Adequacy will be determined by the
Grant Manager.

1.2 Open an escrow account with an institution licensed by the California
Department of financial Institutions and obtain the services of an
escrow company that has complied with the requirements of Division 6
of the California financial code, commencing with Section 17000.

2
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1.3 Provide the escrow company with the Purchase and Sale Agreement
outlining the terms and conditions by June 20, 2022.

1.3.1

1.3.2

C.

Execute and deliver to the Grant Manager an original of the
Purchase and Sale Agreement to include the terms of escrow
and the seller’s restrictions during the term of the escrow, if
any.
Provide the escrow company with all required deposit amounts
and required insurance information.

1.3.3

Processing of grant deeds shall occur as part of the escrow
instructions, and the grant deed will be recorded when all
escrow instructions have been completed and immediately after
escrow closes on or before June 30, 2022. If all of the property
interest is not purchased, any funds disbursed under this
Agreement must be returned to the Santa Monica Mountains
Conservancy and any penalties for arbitrage on interest earned
will be paid by the Grantee.

1.3.4

Close escrow and finalize the acquisition.

Project Period
The project period shall be from June 1, 2022 to June 30, 2022, unless such
time period is extended by the State.

D.

Project Execution
1.

Subject to the availability of Grant Moneys in the Act, the State
hereby grants to the Grantee a sum of money (Grant Money) not to
exceed the amount stated on page 1 of this contract in consideration of
and on condition that the sum be expended in carrying out the
purpose as set forth in the Description of Project and under the terms
and conditions set forth in this Contract.
Unless otherwise determined by the State, Grantee agrees to assume
any obligation to furnish any additional funds that may be necessary to
complete the Project. Any modification or alteration in the Project as
set forth in the Application on file with the State must be submitted to
the Executive Director of State for approval.
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2.

The State and the Grantee hereby agree and acknowledge that the
State’s obligation to disburse the Grant Moneys under this Contract
are explicitly conditioned upon Grantee’s securing matching funds on
a 1:1 ratio to the total amount approved by this Contract. Grantee will
have the obligation to provide the State with proof of said matching
funds as part of Grantee’s payment requests and/or invoices to the
State. In the event that Grantee is unable to provide proof of secured
matching funds equal to the total Grant Moneys requested in any
particular payment request/invoice, the State shall have no obligation
to disburse any further Grant Moneys until such proof is provided.

3.

Grantee agrees to complete the Project in accordance with the time of
Project Performance Period, and under the terms and conditions of
this Contract.

4.

Grantee shall comply as lead agency with a California Environmental
Quality Act (Public Resources Code, Section 21000, et seq.)

5.

If the Project includes development, the Grantee shall comply with all
applicable current laws and regulations affecting development
projects, including, but not limited to, laws affecting health and safety,
hazardous materials, historical preservation, environmental impacts,
building standards, and the like.

6.

Grantee agrees to permit periodic site visits by the State to determine
if development work is in accordance with the approved Project
Description including a final inspection upon Project completion.

7.

Grantee agrees to submit any significant deviation from the original
Project Description to the Executive Director of State for prior
approval.

8.

If the Project includes acquisition of real property, the Grantee agrees
to comply with all applicable state and local laws or ordinances
affecting relocation and real property acquisition. Documentation of
such compliance will be made available for review upon request by the
State.

9.

Grantee agrees to provide reasonable public access to lands acquired
in fee with Grant Moneys except where that access may interfere with
habitat protection.

10.

Grantee agrees
requirements.

to

comply
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E.

11.

All informational products (e.g., data, studies, findings, management
plans, manuals, photos, etc.) relating to California’s natural
environment and produced with the use of public funds shall be
cataloged in the California Environmental Information Catalog
(http://gis.ca.gov/catalog/) maintained by the CERES Program
(www.ceres.ca.gov).

11.

To the extent that such state rates are available to Grantees, Grantee
agrees to abide by travel expenses and per diem rates set at the rate
specified by the Department of Personnel Administration for similar
employees. In the event that such state rates are not available, actual
travel expenses in excess of state rates will be reimbursed only upon
certification that state rates were not available.

12.

Recipients of grant funding shall post signs and/or include appropriate
documentation within the deliverables of the Grant acknowledging the
source of the funds pursuant to direction and approval by the
Conservancy. The Conservancy may withhold the final disbursement
pending acknowledgement of the funding source in the manner
approved by the Conservancy.

Project Costs
The Grant Moneys to be provided Grantee under this Contract may be
disbursed as follows:
1.

For acquisition Projects: Acquisition of real property shall be from a
willing seller of a fee interest or any other interest. The State may
disburse to Grantee the amount of the purchase price together with
cost allocation or overhead and incident acquisition costs.

2.

For development Projects: The State may disburse to Grantee the
Grant Moneys on proof of award of a construction contract or
commencement of construction by force account including cost
allocation and project administration costs, up to one hundred percent
of the total Grant, or the actual cost, whichever is less.

3.

The dollar amount of an item in the Project Budget may be increased
by up to ten percent (10%) through reallocation of funds from another
item or items, without approval by the Conservancy; however, the
Grantee shall notify the Conservancy in writing when any such
reallocation is made and shall identify both the item(s) being increased
and those being decreased. Any increase or decrease of more than ten
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percent (10%) in the amount of an item must be approved in writing
by the State. The total amount of the Grant Funds may not be
increased without Board Approval.
4.

F.

Indirect costs are costs that have been (1) incurred for common or
joint objectives and (2) cannot be readily identified with a particular
project or program. The Conservancy encourages Grantees to keep
these costs as low as possible and requests information regarding these
costs with the Grantee Data Sheet. These costs are to be stated in the
agreement budget as a separate line item.

Work Products
1.

Grantee shall ensure that the Conservancy receives full recognition for
providing funding under this Grant Agreement in any and all
publication of the deliverables under this Grant Agreement. Examples
include, but are not limited to, signage recognizing the contribution at
any physical project sites and the Conservancy’s name and logo on any
and all materials, documents, websites, or other forms of presentation
regarding this project. The Conservancy shall have the right to use any
and all such materials produced as a result of this Grant Agreement.

2.

All material, data, information, and written, graphic or other work
produced, developed or acquired under this agreement is subject to
the unqualified and unconditional right of the Conservancy to use,
reproduce, publish, display, and make derivative use of all such work,
or any part of it, free of charge and in any manner and for any
purpose; and to authorize others to do so. If any of the work is subject
to copyright, trademark, service mark, or patent, the Conservancy is
granted and shall have a perpetual, royalty-free, nonexclusive and
irrevocable license to use, reproduce, publish, use in the creation of
derivative works, and display and perform the work, or any part of it,
and to grant to any third party a comparable and coextensive
sublicense.

2.

The grantee shall include in any contract with a third party for work
under this agreement terms that preserve the rights, interests, and
obligations created by this section, and that identify the Conservancy
as a third-party beneficiary of those provisions.

3.

The grantee shall not utilize the work produced under this agreement
for any profit-making venture, or sell or grant rights to a third party
for that purpose.
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G.

G.

Project Administration

1.

Grantee agrees to promptly submit project status reports as the State
may request. Failure to submit such project status reports in a timely
manner may result in stop payments for future payment requests until
such reports are submitted. Grantee shall provide State a report
showing total final Project expenditures.

2.

Grantee agrees that property and facilities acquired or developed
pursuant to this Contract shall be available for inspection upon
request by the State.

3.

Grantee agrees that income earned by the Grantee from use of the
Project shall be used to further Project purposes, or, if approved by
the State, for related purposes within the Grantee’s jurisdiction.

Project Termination
1.

Grantee may unilaterally rescind this Contract at any time prior to the
commencement of the Project. After Project commencement this
Contract may be rescinded, modified or amended by mutual
agreement in writing.

2.

Failure by the Grantee to comply with material terms of this Contract
or any other Contract under the Act may be cause for suspension of all
obligations of the State hereunder.

3.

Failure of the Grantee to comply with the terms of this Contract shall
not be cause for the suspension of all obligation of the State
hereunder if in the judgment of the Executive Director of State such
failure was due to no fault of the Grantee. In such case, any amount
required to settle at minimum cost any irrevocable obligations
properly incurred shall be eligible for reimbursement under this
Contract.

4.

Because the benefit to be derived by the State, from the full
compliance by the Grantee with the terms of this Contract, is the
preservation, protection and net increase in the quantity and quality of
parks, public recreation facilities and/or historical resources available
to the people of the State of California and because such benefit
exceeds to an immeasurable and unascertainable extent the amount of
money furnished by the State by way of Grant Moneys under the
provisions of this Contract, the Grantee agrees that payment by the

7

EXHIBIT E

Grantee to the State of an amount equal to the amount of the Grant
Moneys disbursed under this Contract by the State would be
inadequate compensation to the State for any material breach by the
Grantee of this Contract. The Grantee further agrees therefore, that
the appropriate remedy in the event of a breach by the Grantee of this
Contract shall be the specific performance of this Contract.
5.

H.

Grantee and State agree that if the Project includes development, final
payment may not be made until the Project conforms substantially to
this Contract and is a useable facility.

Financial Records
1.

The State may audit the Project. If so, the Grantee will be notified at
least 30 days in advance. The audit may occur up to three years after
the final payment of Grant Moneys.

2.

Grantee agrees to maintain satisfactory financial accounts, documents
and records for the Project and to make them available to the State for
auditing at reasonable times. Grantee also agrees to retain such
financial accounts, documents and records for three years following
Project termination or completion.
Grantee and State agree that during regular office hours each of the
parties hereto and their duly authorized representative shall have the
right to inspect and make copies of any books, records or reports of
the other party pertaining to this agreement or matters related
thereto. Grantee agrees to maintain and make available for inspection
by the State accurate records of all of its costs, disbursements and
receipts with respect to its activities under this Contract.

3.

I.

Grantee agrees to use a generally accepted accounting system.

Use of Facilities
1.

Grantee agrees that the Grantee shall use the property acquired or
developed with Grant Moneys under this Contract only for the
purpose for which the State Grant Moneys were requested and no
other use of the property shall be permitted except by specific act of
the Legislature.

2.

Grantee shall use the property for purposes for which the Grant was
made and shall make no other use or sale or other disposition of the
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property, except as consistent with the Act and authorized by the
State. This Agreement shall not prevent the transfer of the property
from the Grantee to a public agency, if the successor public agency
assumes the obligations imposed by this Agreement. If the use of the
property is changed to a use that is not permitted by the Act, or if the
property is sold or otherwise disposed of, and amount equal to (1) the
amount of the grant (2) the fair market value of the real property, or
(3) the proceeds from the sale or other disposition, whichever is
greater, shall be reimbursed to the State, unless approved by the
Executive Director of State to be used for related purposes within the
Grantee’s jurisdiction.
3.

J.

K.

Grantee agrees to maintain and operate the property acquired,
developed, rehabilitated or restored with Grant Moneys for a period
that is commensurate with the type of project and the proportion of
State funds and local matching funds or property allocated to the
capital cost of the project.

Nondiscrimination
1.

The Grantee shall not discriminate against any person on the basis of
sex, race, color, national region, age, religion, ancestry, or physical
handicap in the use of any property or facility acquired or developed
pursuant to this Contract.

2.

The Grantee shall not discriminate against any person on the basis of
residence.

3.

All facilities shall be open to members of the public generally, except
as noted under the special provisions of this Contract.

Application Incorporation
The Application and any subsequent change or addition approved in writing
by the State is hereby incorporated in this Contract as though set forth in full
in this Contract.

L.

Severability
If any provision of this Contract or the application thereof is held invalid, that
invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of the agreement
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which can be given effect without the invalid provision or application, and
pursuant to this provision of this Contract, are severable.
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SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS CONSERVANCY
Los Angeles River Center & Gardens
570 West Avenue Twenty-six, Suite 100
Los Angeles, California 90065
(323) 221-8900

Me mo ra n d u m
To

:

The Conservancy
The Advisory Committee

From

/

Josei

Subject:

Date:

June 1, 2020

T. Edmiston, FAICP, Hon. ASLA, Executive Director

Agenda Item 10: Consideration of resolution authorizing a grant of Proposition 1 funds to the
City of Los Angeles for capital improvements for the Taylor Yard Paseo del Rio G2 and Bowtie
Project, City of Los Angeles.
Staff Recommendation: That the Conservancy adopt the attached resolution authorizing a
grant of Proposition 1 funds to the City of Los Angeles for capital improvements for the Taylor
Yard Paseo del Rio G2 and Bowtie Project adjacent to the Los Angeles River, in the amount
of $5,840,000, Glassell Park neighborhood, City of Los Angeles.
Legislative Authority: Section 33204(c) of the Public Resources Code; and Section 79735(a)
of the Water Code.
Background: The City of Los Angeles (City) has submitted an application for Proposition 1
funding to implement capital improvements for the Taylor Yard Paseo del Rio G2 and Bowtie
Project. Please refer to Agenda Item 9 for a detailed background of the Taylor Yard parcels,
the Paseo del Rio project, the “100-Acre Partnership at Taylor Yard”, and an overview of the
three related Paseo del Rio Project (Project) applications on this agenda. The Project will be
implemented in a joint partnership with the Department of Parks and Recreation (State Parks)
and Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority (MRCA), who have also submitted grant
applications to the Conservancy for Proposition 1 funding, in order to allow the development
of a coordinated early access river edge Project.
The City scope includes: project planning and design, environmental review and
documentation, and construction for the G2 Parcel. Construction of the Project within the
MRCA’s easement is included within the City’s Construction budget line item. Additionally,
funding for an environmental site assessment and environmental planning at the Bowtie parcel,
to be led by the City, is included within the City’s grant application on behalf of State Parks,
and evidence of the Partnership’s coordinated planning efforts.
Analysis - General Obligation Bond Law
The General Obligation Bond Law provides that bond funds may be used for the construction
and acquisition of “capital assets.” Capital assets include major maintenance, reconstruction,
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demolition for purposes of reconstruction of facilities, and retrofitting work that is ordinarily
done no more often than once every 5 to 15 years or expenditures that continue or enhance the
useful life of the capital asset (Government Code Section 16727 (a)). Capital assets also
includes equipment with an expected useful life of two years or more, and tangible physical
property with an expected useful life of 10 to 15 years. Section 16727 (a) also allows bond funds
to be used for costs that are in incidentally but directly related to construction or acquisition
including costs for planning, engineering and other design work.
The activities that the City of Los Angeles proposes to fund with this grant constitute planning
and design of a land improvement project to protect land and water resources, protect and
restore rivers, lakes and streams, their watersheds and associated land, water and other natural
resources. Thus, the proposed activities fall within the definition of “capital assets or are
incidentally but directly related to acquisition or construction, and therefore are proper under
the General Obligation Bond Law.
Scoring - Competitive Grant Program
Please see the attached Proposition 1 grant application from the City of Los Angeles for a
detailed description and maps. Scoring under the Conservancy’s Proposition 1 Guidelines,
Project Planning and Design category results in the Project receiving 86 points (out of a
possible 86; 61 minimum required), plus 4 out of 4 climate change value points, plus 25 out of
25 possible points under Additional Criteria. Total points: 115 (out of possible 115).
Consideration: The application from the City of Los Angeles is for $5,840,000 of Proposition
1 funds.
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May 15, 2020
Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy
Los Angeles River Center and Gardens
570 West Avenue Twenty-six, Suite 100
Los Angeles, California 90065
Proposition 1 Competitive Grant Application
Paseo del Rio Project - G2 and Bowtie
Dear Conservancy Members:
I am pleased to present the enclosed application for a grant for the Paseo del Rio
Project - Planning and Implementation. The City of Los Angeles, Bureau of Engineering
requests a grant in the sum of $5,840,000 from the Water Quality, Supply, and
Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014 (Proposition 1), under the Conservancy’s Urban
Creeks Program.
The proposed grant would fund project planning and implementation of the Paseo del
Rio Project within the Taylor Yard G2 Parcel, and site assessment efforts within the G1
("Bowtie”) Parcel. Objectives of this grant are to protect the Los Angeles River
watershed through the planned restoration of native habitat, and promote public access
to the watershed’s land, water, and wildlife resources. This application is
complementary to the grant applications from the Mountains Recreation and
Conservation Authority (MRCA) and California Department of Parks and Recreation
(State Parks) for the same project.
Please refer to the enclosed materials that describe the proposed grant and how it fits
the Conservancy’s Evaluation Criteria and an executed Letter of Intent (LOI) signed by
the City of Los Angeles, State Parks, and MRCA to establish the "100-Acre Partnership
at Taylor Yard" to formally work together. The Paseo del Rio Project will be the opening
activity to showcase the Partners working collaboratively. If you have any questions
regarding this, please contact Christopher Johnson at 213-923-4707.
Sincerely,
f Electronically signed by 21866

Gary' Lee Moore, P.E., ENV SP
City Engineer
AN EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

Recyclable and made from recycled waste.
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SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS CONSERVANCY
GRANT APPLICATION
Project Name: Taylor Yard Paseo del Rio

City of Los Angeles, Bureau of Engineering

Amount of
Request:
Total Project Cost:
Matching Funds:
Lat/Long:

Applicant Address:

Project Address:

Project - G2 and Bowtie

Applicant Name:

Attn: Christopher Johnson
1149 S. Broadway, 6th Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90015

Phone:
213-923-4707
Email:
Christopher.Johnson@lacity.org
Grantee's Authorized Representative:

$5,840,000
$9,630,000
$3,870,000
34.095965, - 118.238894
2850 Kerr St, Los Angeles

County

Senate
District

Assembly
District

Los Angeles

24

51

Tax ID:

95-6000735
213-485-4935

Gary Lee Moore, City Engineer

Name and Title

Phone

Overhead Allocation Notice:
S
S

Any overhead costs will be identified as a separate line item in the budget and invoices.
The Conservancy encourages grantees to reduce overhead costs including vehicle and phone
expenses.

S

The overhead allocation policy has been submitted prior to, or with, the grant application.

Outreach and Advertising Requirement:
S Applicant has read the staff report and board resolution regarding contract policies.
S Applicant has adopted contract policies for the purpose of increasing outreach and
advertising to disadvantaged businesses and individuals.

All check boxes must be checked

Brief Project Description:
Project planning, design, and construction for the Paseo del Rio Project and Bowtie site assessments
at Taylor Yard along the LA River. Project scope may include trails, native habitat, greenspaces, trail
recreational opportunities, water quality improvement features, kayak launch and landing,
gathering spaces or outdoor classrooms, restorative elements, and other amenities.

Tasks / Milestones:
See attached timeline

For Acquisition Projects:

APN(s):
Acreage:

Budget:

Completion Date

See attached budget

12/31/2023

N/A
N/A

I certify that the information contained in this Grant Application form, including required attachments, is accurate.

05/18/2020
j Electronically signed by 21866

Signature of Authorized Representative
STATE OF CALIFORNIA ♦ THE NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY

Date

Proposition 1 Competitive Grant Application
Taylor Yard Paseo del Rio Project - G2 and Bowtie
City of Los Angeles, Bureau of Engineering
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The Taylor Yard Paseo del Rto Project (Project) is an early activation project at the Taylor Yard
G2 and G1, or "Bowtie,” Parcels which would develop the site into a nature-focused restorative
habitat and recreational open space along the Los Angeles River. The integrated Project is
planned to be approximately eight acres (approximately six acres on G2, and two acres on G1)
to implement over one mile of contiguous River-front public access. Proposed improvements
may include trails, native habitat, water quality improvement features, greenspaces, trail
recreational opportunities, kayak launch and landing, gathering spaces or outdoor classrooms,
restorative elements, amenities, such as parking, access points, restrooms, gates, lighting, and
interpretive signage, and access to an adjacent water quality improvement project on the Bowtie.
The City of Los Angeles (the City), the Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority
(MRCA), and the California Department of Parks and Recreation (State Parks) (collectively,
Partners) have signed a Letter of Intent (LOI) (attached within application) to establish the 100Acre Partnership at Taylor Yard (Partnership). The long-term goal of the Partnership is to design,
construct, finance, operate, maintain, and manage a project that encompasses a 100-acre area
consisting of the g2 Parcel, the Bowtie Parcel, and Rio de Los Angeles State Park (herein
referred to as the Long-Term Project). The Paseo del Rto Project will be the opening activity to
showcase the Partners working collaboratively. The City, who acquired the 42-acre G2 Parcel in
fee title in March 2017, has been working with the MRCA, a permanent easement holder of 12.5
acres of the G2 Parcel, and State Parks, who retains the 18-acre Bowtie Parcel, to develop a
contiguous Project.
The activities for which this grant application is for are as follows: the City will be conducting the
environmental scopes for both G2 and Bowtie Parcels and project planning and implementation
of improvements at the G2 site, while continuing to coordinate with the MRCA and State Parks
to develop the integrated Project. The MRCA will manage and execute the community
engagement component of the G2 site and actively participate with the City in the planning of
the G2 Parcel. State Parks will be conducting project planning, community engagement, and
implementation of improvements at the Bowtie Parcel. Both the MRCA and State Parks have
also submitted complimentary grant applications which will together supplement this grant
application. The Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy (SMMC), the MRCA’s joint powers
authority, and the MRCA have concerted efforts over nearly two decades to preserve Taylor
Yard for use as a public open space park along the Los Angeles River. The Paseo del Rto Project
will be an essential part of these efforts in working toward the Long-Term Project.
The Taylor Yard River Park is Project No. 165 of the Los Angeles River Revitalization Master
Plan adopted by the City Council and described in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
Los Angeles River Ecosystem Restoration Feasibility Study (ARBOR Study), for which the City
is serving as local sponsor. The Taylor Yard G2 Parcel (G2), a former rail yard and adjacent to
a soft-bottomed portion of the Los Angeles River, is critical to fulfilling the ARBOR Study goals
to restore ecosystem values in and along an 11-mile corridor of the river from the edge of Griffith
Park into downtown Los Angeles, which overall calls for more than 700 acres of riparian
restoration in the coming decades. The MRCA’s acquisition of the 12.5-acre easement on the
northern end of the site will ultimately allow the development of the easement into a multi
purpose space for habitat restoration; to secure open space preservation; and to provide future
wildlife-oriented, habitat restoration, public access, and recreation.
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Due to Taylor Yard’s size, context, and potential, the Project will be the first implemented project
on the G2 and Bowtie Parcels which will, in tandem, establish deeper roots, momentum, and
potential advocates in the community as the Partnership continues to implement the "crown
jewel” of the Los Angeles River revitalization effort. Its proximity to existing open space and
recreational and interpretive resources, including Rfo de Los Angeles State Park, Elysian Park,
riparian habitat in the River itself, numerous parks along the opposite bank of the River, and
Sonia Sotomayor Arts and Sciences Magnet, means that Taylor Yard is a singularly unique
opportunity to create a regional multiple-benefit park, enhance habitat connectivity, develop
wildlife habitat, provide recreation and interpretation, improve the water quality of the watershed,
and promote access to the Los Angeles River.
The Taylor Yard site was used for maintenance and fueling of trains from the 1930s to 2006.
Conversion of the site to public parkland and watershed restoration will be through the
development of multiple projects to ensure that the public is allowed safe access to portions of
the site, while safely remediating other areas of the site. The Project is the first phase to provide
riverfront public access all along the G2 and Bowtie Parcels; therefore, community engagement
will be vital to establish relationships with the neighboring community for both the Paseo del Rfo
Project and Long-Term Project. The proposed grant will help accomplish the implementation of
the Project, along with the MRCA’s and State Park’s proposed implementation grants, to
spearhead new strategies in public engagement and outreach in a historic, culturally-rich,
significant, and habitat-sensitive area in Los Angeles.
The Project is consistent with the goals set forth in the SMMC’s Climate Change Policy, State
Planning Priorities, and AB 32. The Project seeks to improve a locally and regionally significant
public resource for public enjoyment and environmental benefit. When fully developed, the
Project seeks to ultimately mitigate greenhouse gas emissions and address the impacts of
climate change on the State’s natural resources. Further objectives of this pre-improvement
planning grant are to protect the Los Angeles River watershed through the planned restoration
of native habitat, and promote public access to the watershed’s land, water, and wildlife
resources while managing flood risk and remediation.
The supplemental information below describes how the Project would reduce greenhouse gas
emissions.
BUDGET
See attached budget.

TIMELINE
The proposed Project’s design phase will be completed within approximately 18 months after
grant approval, followed by the implementation of the Project, which is estimated to last
approximately 12 months.
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RESPONSE TO EVALUATION CRITERIA
Project achieves the purposes of Proposition 1 per Water Code Section 79732(a).
The Project will involve the protection and restoration of California rivers, lakes, streams and
watersheds. The proposed grant achieves the following eight (8) Proposition 1 purposes:
1)
Protect and increase the economic benefits arising from healthy watersheds, fishery
resources, and instream flow.
The Project is anticipated to improve accessibility and increase usage of the currently vacant LA
River-adjacent property, attracting more visitors to the area and boosting local businesses. Once
the construction phase begins, the Project would also provide economic benefits by creating
new jobs and profit for businesses that provide supplies, materials, consultant services, and
labor.
2)
Implement watershed adaptation projects in order to reduce the impacts of climate
change on California’s communities and ecosystems.
It is likely that Los Angeles will be impacted by climate change in the form of severe droughts,
intense heat spells, and loss of California's native biodiversity. The Project design anticipates
these changes and attempts to mitigate them. The density of trees and vegetation sequester
carbon and help cool the atmosphere. Native plant landscaping will serve as new and enhanced
habitat and open space for wildlife, minimizing the threats of Global Warming on California’s
biodiversity. The Project will begin that effort by strategically placing native trees and shrubs at
the currently barren site. In addition, the Project will incorporate water treatment and
conservation measures to improve water quality and reduce trash and other pollutants within the
Los Angeles River. Additionally, the Project will provide access to an existing storm drain
daylighting project, conducted by The Nature Conservancy (TNC) on the Bowtie parcel, which
will demonstrate stormwater capture, stormwater treatment, and habitat enhancement along the
Los Angeles River. The Project will take the first steps toward the necessary remediation and
activation of the site working toward the long-term goal. Because the Project site is located
adjacent to the soft-bottomed portion of the River, survival rate for wildlife is more prevalent than
in other areas. Improving the water quality within the River is essential to the survival of the
area’s wildlife species. Griffith Park is also located relatively nearby the site, providing habitat to
sensitive species. The educational and nature programming facilities completed by the Project
will provide visitors with a connection and appreciation of the vital ecosystem surrounding the
site, promoting local environmental stewardship.

3)

Restore river parkways throughout the state.

A main objective of the Project is to publicly activate the River’s edge with walking paths, native
vegetation, look-outs, outdoor classrooms, and other possible recreational uses. The site is
directly adjacent to the Rfo de Los Angeles and State Park and the Los Angeles River itself in
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the highly urbanized Los Angeles River watershed. The Los Angeles River is both a River
Parkway and an Urban Stream. Southern California contains a network of open space and trails
throughout the local mountains and coastline however, it is not readily accessible to urban
residents. Improved connectivity is needed for existing public parks. The Project will provide new
access to the River at the Bowtie Parcel and G2 sites, providing over one mile of River-front
access and tying nature into the urban community.

Protect and restore aquatic, wetland, and migratory bird ecosystems, including fish and
4)
wildlife corridors and the acquisition of water rights for instream flow.
This Project will provide a significant habitat link and node within this important ecological and
wildlife corridor. Because the River is an open waterway, it functions as a habitat corridor for
migratory birds and small mammals and provides an appropriate location for greening and
restoration efforts. Additionally, the Project will significantly reduce the amount of pollutants
currently being expelled into the River untreated via proposed stormwater daylighting and
capture at the site. This will help improve the habitat potential and water quality within the River
and Pacific Ocean. Since the Project is adjacent to the soft-bottom portion of the Los Angeles
River, more species survive, fly and swim. It is also adjacent to Elysian Park, upstream from the
Arroyo Seco Confluence, and downstream from Griffith Park, which are home to many sensitive
plant and animal species. By capturing and treating runoff on the site, the implementation of G2
will improve water quality in the River and help protect and restore aquatic, wetland, and
migratory bird ecosystems. In addition to native planting, the Project will begin to provide new
habitat for area bird and other species. This first step in site cleanup, of the historically
contaminated site, is important for the ultimate revitalization of the site which will support and
restore native habitats and ecosystems.
9) Protect and restore rural and urban watershed health to improve watershed storage capacity,
forest health, protection of life and property, stormwater resource management, and greenhouse
gas reduction.
Because the site is known to be contaminated from previous use as a rail yard, the Project will
begin what will be a lengthy remediation process. By capping and/or removing existing
contaminants adjacent to the River’s edge, the River and the surrounding community will be
healthier and more resilient. Also, the Project will decrease the amount of untreated pollutants
currently making their way into the River. This will protect and restore the health of the watershed.
The Project will be the first phase of site cleanup, which will be followed by more comprehensive
remediation efforts as the site is further planned and developed.
Another element of the Project is to plant native trees and shrubs throughout a portion of the
Project site. The trees will provide a habitat for local wildlife, provide shade for pedestrians,
reduce the Urban Heat Island effect, generate oxygen, and remove pollutants from the air,
ultimately decreasing Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions and helping with the adverse impacts
of global warming. These benefits will be maximized through location and density of vegetation.
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10). Protect and restore coastal watersheds, including, but not limited to, bays, marine estuaries,
and nearshore ecosystems.
As mentioned before, improving stormwater quality is one of the goals of the project that it can
be beneficial for the water quality of the LA River and the larger watershed.
11). Reduce pollution or contamination of rivers, lakes, streams, or coastal waters, prevent and
remediate mercury contamination from legacy mines, and protect or restore natural system
functions that contribute to water supply, water quality, or flood management.
The Project design will reduce sediment, trash, and organic matter from loading and
contaminating the Los Angeles River, thereby limiting sedimentation. The Taylor Yard is
currently contaminated with different metals, petroleum hydrocarbons, and chlorinated solvents
from its historic use as a railroad facility. The Paseo del Rio Project is the first phase of site
cleanup and multiple-benefit improvements that will help reduce the opportunity for contaminants
to migrate from the site during storm events, thereby protecting the watershed. The Project will
be designed to capture runoff in order to remove various pollutants including trash, metals,
bacteria, and oil from the water before they can reach the River. Also, the Long-Term Project
plans to restore a hydrologic connection from the River to the G2 site, which will help contribute
to increase local water supply, improve water quality and enhance flood management. The
overall cumulative impact of this Project is potentially substantial for the given urban area and
will treat water that would otherwise enter the river untreated.

12). Assist in the recovery of endangered, threatened, or migratory species by improving
watershed health, instream flows, fish passage, coastal or inland wetland restoration, or other
means, such as natural community conservation plan and habitat conservation plan
implementation.
Stormwater treatment and improvement projects help protect wildlife and their habitat as found
in fragmented urban landscapes. Both the Paseo del Rio Project and Long-Term Project will
improve watershed health and benefit sensitive and endangered species, such as the California
Gnatcatcher and the Least Bell’s Vireo. Water conservation methods will be utilized to improve
the water quality and reduce refuse within the Los Angeles River. Improving the water quality
within the River is essential to the survival of the area’s wildlife species. Cleaner water in the
River means cleaner water within San Pedro Bay, restoring and enhancing local wildlife habitat.
Increasing tree density and vegetation will aid in carbon sequestration. The atmosphere will also
be cooled, further bolstering California’s native biodiversity by reducing intense heat spells that
climate change may cause.
The project will provide multiple benefits related to water quality, water supply and/or
watershed protection and restoration.
Upon completion, the Project will feature many uses and benefits including: stormwater capture
and treatment resulting in improved watershed health and water quality in the Los Angeles River;
increased vegetation will reduce concentration of greenhouse gases (slowing the rate of global
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warming) and reduce the heat-island effect; recycled water use for irrigation which will promote
a sustainable landscape model; nature education and habitat restoration which will benefit the
area’s animal and plant species; reduced impervious surfaces and promotion of infiltration
projects following contaminant remediation; and aesthetic enhancement to the public and River
area. The Long-Term Project will require further site cleanup, which will provide multiple benefits
related to water quality and watershed health. The early activation Project, Paseo del Rio, will
initiate a first phase of site cleanup and is an important step to restoration within the Los Angeles
River watershed. Additionally, the Project will provide access to an existing storm drain
daylighting project, conducted by The Nature Conservancy (TNC) on the Bowtie parcel, which
will demonstrate stormwater capture, stormwater treatment, and habitat enhancement along the
Los Angeles River.
The project results in more reliable water supplies pursuant to the California Water Action
Plan.
The Project may include the use of recycled water, which will reduce the amount of potable water
needed. This will reduce the amount of imported water needed for Southern California.
The project results in restoration or protection of important species and habitat pursuant
to the California Water Action Plan.
The Project design and goals aim to benefit Los Angeles River and the larger watershed, which
provides a migratory route and habitat to both sensitive and endangered species.
The project results in more resilient and sustainably managed water infrastructure
pursuant to the California Water Action Plan.
By designing to capture onsite runoff, water entering the River infrastructure will be reduced
and cleaner through the implementation design elements that filter stormwater.
The project employs new or innovative technology or practices, including decision
support tools that support the integration of multiple jurisdictions, including, but not
limited to, water supply, flood control, land use, and sanitation.
An innovative approach is being taken for the Project’s planning and implementation by the three
agencies with land control to jointly work together. The MRCA, City, and State Parks have jointly
signed a Letter of Intent to work together across the full 100-acres of publicly-owned open space
and this early activation project is the first step in this effort - this Project is truly a Partnership
between jurisdictions. Since the Project will provide a connection to adjacent State Park’s Bowtie
site (currently undeveloped) by way of a MRCA easement, a historical Partnership - one that
has been of utmost importance to the neighboring communities and stakeholders - will be first
utilized in the development of the Paseo del Rio Project between the MRCA, City, and State
Parks.
Another innovative approach will be taken for the Project’s operations and maintenance through
a Partnership between many City of Los Angeles agencies and likely the County Flood Control
District. By the time the Project design is complete, the plans will have been vetted by the Bureau
of Sanitation Watershed Protection Division, the Department of Recreation and Parks, the Los
Angeles Department of Water and Power, the MRcA, the County, and the USACE.
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Applicant has proven that implementation of the project is feasible.
The BOE has decades of experience planning, designing, permitting and implementing projects
more complex than this. The Project is supported by many local, state, and federal elected
officials and the community. The Partnership between the City, State Parks, and MRCA will allow
both G2 and Bowtie parcels to be developed in tandem and pave the way for further future efforts
at Taylor Yard to be planned and implemented together. Working collaboratively will simplify for
the community the complexity of work to occur at Taylor Yard by reducing the volume of meetings
and bringing together the project team(s) to better answer questions and collectively receive
feedback.
Applicant has the financial capacity to perform project on a reimbursable basis.
The City has the financial capacity to perform this project on a reimbursable basis with nearly
50% of required funds on hand as match funding that can be used as a front-funding source for
this scope of work.
Applicant, or active project partner, has successfully completed multiple projects of
similar size and scope.
The City, as well as our active partners, the MRCA and State Parks, have successfully designed
and implemented many multi-benefit recreational projects throughout Los Angeles. The City’s
Echo Park Lake Rehabilitation Project was recently restored and now serves as a Los Angeles
icon. The Lake was previously deemed by the State of California as an impaired water body but
now functions primarily as a detention basin in the City’s storm drain system, while providing
recreational benefits and wildlife habitat. The South Los Angeles Wetlands Park was also an
innovative project completed by BOE that treats storm water runoff while also providing space
for recreational activities. The park replaced an existing blighted site with greenery and a storm
drain that collects urban runoff, removes trash and pollutants, and sends it through the
constructed wetlands for treatment at the site. The park also serves as an outdoor classroom by
providing educational signage along the walkways and a haven for open green space for the
community. Lastly, the Wilmington Drain Multi-Use and Machado Lake Ecosystem Rehabilitation
project was accomplished through integrated ecological and engineering strategies and
solutions involving watershed-based management approaches, in-lake rehabilitation and
streambed assessment techniques, riparian system enhancements, and stormwater BMPs at
strategic areas in the park. BOE worked in collaboration with other City departments to design,
plan, and implement all of the above three projects.
The project is a partnership between two or more organizations and each organization
has committed to contributing toward project implementation.
As discussed earlier, the proposed project is a joint Partnership with the City, MRCA, and State
Parks, all entities which have publicly committed to working together in revitalizing the River’s
edge during the early activation of the G2 and Bowtie parcels. The City, MRCA, and State Parks
seek to collaboratively work together to use the individual talents and capacity within each
organization to expediently develop a successful early activation River’s edge space.
Coordination amongst the Partnership will be instrumental to the success of this and subsequent
projects, as it is extremely important to the community that efforts are integrated and community
feedback is shared.
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Completion of the project would assist a government agency in fulfilling a water
resources protection, watershed ecosystem restoration, or multi-benefit river parkway
plan.
The Los Angeles River Ecosystem Restoration Feasibility Study, the Los Angeles River
Revitalization Master Plan, and the County of Los Angeles Master Plan all include the restoration
of Taylor Yard as a high priority.
The project provides a plan or feasibility study that enhances cooperative watershed
health protection and restoration important to two or more organizations.
Paseo del Rio, which is first step of the Long-Term Project, is critical to fulfillment of the Los
Angeles River Ecosystem Restoration Feasibility Study’s goals to restore ecosystem values in
and along an 11-mile corridor of the river from the northern edge of Griffith Park into Downtown
Los Angeles. Many organizations commented publicly on the development of the feasibility
study. These organizations include: the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy, the United
States Environmental Protection Agency, the Regional Water Quality Control Board, Council for
Watershed Health, Heal the Bay, Friends of the Los Angeles River, California State Assembly,
State Senator de Leon, and others.
Applicant, or project partner, has 1+ years experience maintaining and operating projects
of similar size and scope.
The City of Los Angeles, Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP), State Parks and the MRCA
will be maintaining and operating the Paseo del Rio Project. RAP has many years’ experience
maintaining and operating very complex projects within the City of Los Angeles of similar size
and scope. Some recently implemented projects that have been maintained by RAP include the
Ken Malloy Harbor Regional Park (Machado Lake Ecosystem Rehabilitation Project) and the
Echo Park Lake Rehabilitation Project. These multi-beneficial projects provide recreational
benefit, water quality improvements, water conservation, and enhancement of wildlife habitat.
Since the 1980’s, the MRCA has successfully implemented and currently maintains and
operates many multiple benefit recreational projects throughout Los Angeles. Several MRCA
projects that are currently maintained by the MRCA, include the Lewis MacAdams Riverfront
Park (formerly Marsh Park), Vista Hermosa Park, and the Tujunga Wash Stream Restoration.
The project implements a major component of an existing relevant plan related to a major
recreational public use facility or watershed ecosystem restoration plan.
The Project implements the Los Angeles River Ecosystem Restoration Feasibility Study’s goals
in Reach 6 of the Los Angeles River. Restoration of Taylor Yard is a major component of this
watershed ecosystem restoration plan. Also, the Los Angeles River Revitalization Master Plan
envisions the River as a natural resource asset and recreational facility; the proposed Project is
in-line with these established goals.
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The project provides a high-quality access point for nearby open space, parkland,
regional multi-modal trails, or water-based recreation.
Currently, on the north bank of the River in Glassell Park, only the Bowtie State Park parcel
offers any open space (with limited amenities) along the River. To date, no successful connecting
linkage has been developed along the north bank. This project will add to the network of parks
and open space along the Los Angeles River, providing a significant new connection and
gateway. The proposed Project, in conjunction with the adjacent State Parks and the Taylor Yard
Bikeway and Pedestrian Bridge (currently underway), will create a major regional multi-modal
Greenway along the River and provide regional links for access to the Project. Upon Project
completion, the Bowtie Parcel, the G2 Parcel, and the existing Rio de Los Angeles State Park
will be connected and create over 100 acres of contiguous parkland. Also, there are no boat
launches within the River Recreational Zone (RRZ) on the River’s north bank, and the addition
of access points from the G2 site will serve to create new regional access, as well as create its
own smaller Taylor Yard RRZ that might be more conducive to new or inexperienced boaters,
or visitors with less time than a trip down the entire RRZ.
Applicant has conducted outreach to the affected communities
Public outreach and engagement efforts for the Taylor Yard Project have been conducted since
the acquisition of the G2 Parcel by the City which includes more than 500 people attending two
public events for the Project within five days of one another in January 2018 and 1,321-people
completing a paper and online survey between January and March 2018. Input received to date
from the public and through the survey presents a clear desire for a more natural and passive
type of a park that provides opportunities for walking and engaging with nature and play. Overall,
the robust amount of input provided to date by the community gives the Project team insights
into community expectations and desires for features, activities, and uses for the site, but this
Project will supplement those efforts with significant additional on-going community engagement
for the development of a River edge greenway. The responses will be actively referenced to
guide the design team throughout the Project planning and design process.
The G2 Concept Development Project has been promoted through a combination of traditional
grassroots engagement and innovative approaches. Project partners have included non-profit
organizations, Mujeres de la Tierra, and Friends of the LA River. Through these entities, the City
was able to promote and engage the public at a neighborhood level through local meetings and
walking door to door, as well as reaching out to a broader group of river and watershed
advocates. Efforts for this Project will include similar types of engagement, but also look to
include additional technical strategic guidance from entities that focus on brownfields
redevelopment and community health, and a variety of programs that facilitate participation and
community trust. Community engagement activities, led by the MRCA, will include a series of
brownfield and environmental education workshops or events to further build on past efforts to
provide information about brownfields becoming parks. Central to this work will be empowering
the local community to understand the environmental process and to advocate for resolutions
that meet their goals.
Previous community engagement only involved the G2 Parcel; however, due to the newly-formed
Partnership and the grander goals of the Long-Term Project, further community engagement will
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be conducted by the MRCA. MRCA will work with a team of consultants and stakeholders to
ensure community involvement and coordinate with State Parks.
The project includes interpretive programming or personal interpretation, and a plan to
reach community audiences with meaningful information about a watershed resource.
The Project will include interpretive signage, within the proposed project, which will provide
information about the project site, water quality improvement characteristics of the Project, as
well as the natural resources of the Los Angeles River. Outdoor classrooms will provide an
opportunity for local schools and organizations to convene educational programming at
designated locations along the Project. This will promote environmental stewardship by teaching
the public about environmental issues, potential solutions, and about the areas’ precious natural
resources and how they can play a role in improving the environment and supporting a healthy
watershed. Additionally, the Project can support the environmental science-based curriculum at
the Sotomayor Arts and Sciences Magnet.
The project adds visitor-serving amenities, accessibility, and public safety improvements
to public parkland with multiple ecosystem benefits.
The Project will provide new amenities that include signage, accessibility, picnic areas, trails and
walking paths, and areas to learn about the native habitat and ecology of the river. These
desirable features will help attract people to the park and aid in improving public safety.
The project provides non-personal interpretive elements that will significantly enhance
appreciation and enjoyment of a watershed resource.
The Los Angeles River and its natural resources will be highlighted via interpretive signage
throughout the park. These signs will give visitors an opportunity to learn about the Project,
environmental challenges and potential solutions, and how visitors can play a role in improving
the environment and supporting a healthy watershed. Interpretive signage within the proposed
Project will provide information about the Project site as well as the natural resources of the Los
Angeles River.
The site has the potential to create a new venue for education and/or interpretation
activities that promote water conservation and stewardship.
Educational information about the Project and its environmental benefits will be available to the
public. This will allow users to be informed about local natural resources and environmental
challenges. Panels throughout the Project site will describe and draw awareness to GHG
emissions, reduction measures that the public can take in their personal lives to improve air
quality, water conservation, water quality improvement measures, and carbon sequestration
methods and their benefits. The Sotomayor Arts and Sciences Magnet curriculum will also be
supported through use as a water conservation, plant, and wildlife learning tool.
The project results in new public access to a watershed resource with high interpretive
and/or educational value.
The Project will provide new public access to a watershed resource that has both high
interpretive and educational value. This will encourage long-term stewardship by teaching the
public about natural resources and environmental issues. As mentioned earlier, the Project will
support the curriculum at Sotomayor Arts and Sciences Magnet through use as a water
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conservation, plant and wildlife learning tool, creation of outdoor classrooms, and ultimately
creating future environmental stewards.
Project will benefit specially protected species pursuant to the California Wildlife
Protection Act of 1990.
The Project will improve watershed health and benefit sensitive and endangered species, such
as the California Gnatcatcher and the San Diego Horned Lizard. Stormwater treatment and
improvement projects help to protect plant and animal species and their habitat found in the
scattered urban landscape.
Indicate whether the project will benefit a disadvantaged community.
The Project would provide a major regional recreational destination and much-needed open
space in a historically underserved and park-poor community. Also, the City plans to develop the
Los Angeles Greenway Trail along the Los Angeles River, as part of the City’s Mobility Plan
2035, which will provide new access to the River and active transportation to disadvantaged
communities.
A detailed method for monitoring and reporting on the progress and effectiveness of the
project during and after project implementation.
The Project aims to improve water quality and reduce the pollutants within the LA River and
ultimately remediate the contaminated soil of the Project site in the long-term. Groundwater
monitoring is conducted at the Project site annually and reported to the site’s regulatory authority,
the State Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC), which will continue. The Operation
and Maintenance Plan (O&M) presents policies and procedures for long-term operation,
maintenance, monitoring and addresses an inspection and monitoring program, minimization
measures and administrative record of inspections and repairs.

EXTRA CONSIDERATION POINTS
QUANTIFIABLE CARBON REDUCTION POINTS
The project develops or maintains multi-use trails that connect communities, provides
access to public resources and reduces vehicle miles traveled.
The Project goals and elements support the protection of natural resources and add to the
expansion of a livable, walkable, and healthy community. The City plans to design a network of
trails within the park and also enhance and highlight the bridge that connects the remainder of
the park on the opposite side of the River. This will enable visitors to more conveniently access
and utilize the amenity and will encourage more outdoor activity. These proposed new
improvements are expected to create better user experiences and watershed benefits. Because
the Project is located adjacent to a residential community, it will encourage people to bicycle,
walk, exercise, and enjoy the outdoors. This amenity will serve to reduce GHG emissions from
transportation sources. The Project would result in very limited new vehicle trips and is expected
to reduce vehicle miles traveled.
The project engages local communities through outreach, education, and interpretation
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regarding long-term stewardship and climate change awareness.
Local communities have been engaged and continue to be engaged as the Project progresses.
A supplemental grant proposal, from the MRCA, will primarily focus on local community
engagement before and during the project. Key project partners are community-based
organizations that represent a variety of disadvantaged populations and can reach constituencies
with varying cultural lenses. Key project topics include stewardship and climate change
awareness. The surrounding community will be engaged to participate in public meetings and
design workshops where they will be given the opportunity to help shape the vision of the site
through this early activation project. During these meetings, the importance of providing multiple
benefit spaces, protecting our natural resources, establishing healthy watersheds, and providing
wildlife habitat will be promoted and discussed. This will lead to increased public awareness and
eventually provide an outdoor learning tool for nearby students, which will contribute to future
and additional environmental stewardship. The project team will also adopt an innovative grass
roots engagement model in which conversations and engagement will be ongoing and continue
between community meetings.
A detailed description of how the project helps meet the State’s greenhouse gas
emissions reductions targets, including a quantification of the metric tons of CO2 or CO2e
removed or avoided, and an explanation of the methodology used to quantify this figure;
The Project presents many opportunities to reduce the GHG during design, construction, and
operation. By considering energy efficient design strategies, reducing vehicle idle time, using
local materials and workers to minimize transport, and using newer equipment, the GHG
emissions can be minimized. Having additional electrical vehicle charging stations, encouraging
visitors to walk, bike, or using public transit help this process as well.
As mentioned before, planting native trees is one of the elements of the Project that will provide
shade, reduce energy demand due to cooling, remove pollutants, and decrease GHG.
The GHG benefits were quantified using the California Air Resources Board (CARB) Benefits
Calculator Tool for the Urban Greening Grant Program with inputs developed using i-Tree
Planting. i-Tree estimates the amount of CO2 saved using number of trees, species, and trunk
diameter.
ADDITIONAL CRITERIA
Completion of the project would assist in fulfilling a Federal water resources protection
or watershed ecosystem restoration plan.
The Project development will facilitate implementation of public access and habitat restoration.
The Long-Term Project aims to implement the Los Angeles River Ecosystem Restoration Plan,
led by the City and USACE, to move forward in restoring a hydrologic connection of the River
into the Taylor Yard area. The implementation of the Project greatly helps progress and
momentum towards this larger vision.
Project utilizes a local job training entity for a portion of the work.
The City’s planning team includes non-profit entities and the project will seek to partner with
project partners to conduct programs specifically designed to increase employment opportunities
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for disadvantaged communities. A portion of improvements will be implemented by at-risk youth.
The Los Angeles Conservation Corps (LACC), a local job training entity, could potentially
perform a portion of the construction.
Project has secured matching funds of at least 25 percent of total project costs.
The City has already made significant investment in this Project and is developing a funding
strategy to assure future phases. The City Council unanimously approved the acquisition of the
Taylor Yard G2 parcel in 2017 for $60,000,000. Of those funds, $14,715,000 are held in escrow
and available to be used for the remediation of contaminated soils on the site. The California
Coastal Conservancy has generously provided a $2,000,000 grant for the initial planning and
public outreach phases of the Long-Term Project. The MRCA has provided $27,000,000 from
the Wildlife Conservation Board to the City for an easement to help fund improvements on a
12.5-acre portion of the site. In addition, the City has approved the use of an additional
$1,035,000 for planning, design, and construction of Paseo del Rio.

Project is within 1 mile of public transportation.
The Project area is located approximately 0.25 mile from Metro Bus 90/91 and 94 routes along
San Fernando Road. The Metro Gold Line Avenue 26 Station is located 1.6 miles from the
Project site.
Project results in additional uses for users of a wide range of ability levels.
As previously mentioned, the design will incorporate a wide range of new amenities that currently
do not exist within the Project site.
In an effort to provide early public access to the site, the City has prioritized near-term activation
of portions of Taylor Yard with the goal of opening the site for regular public use by the end of
2022. The portions of the site to be used for Paseo del Rio will be confined to areas deemed
suitable for public use by the DTSC or areas that can be most easily mitigated. Currently under
consideration, some features of Paseo del Rio would include multi-use event space for the
community or regional events, venue for cultural or artistic display, open space, and a focus on
nature and future ecological improvements. These elements would kick-start Project goals to
attract users of all ability levels to the site and provide a range of amenities in a natural setting
that everyone can enjoy. The Paseo del Rio Project will also facilitate public participation in the
long-term planning and evolution of the property.
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_________ Budget for Grant Application_________
Taylor Yard Paseo del Rio Project - G2 and Bowtie
Grant Request:
$5,840,000
Grant
Match*
Total
Planning & Design - G2
$220,000
$745,000
$845,000

Environmental Review and
$110,000
$25,000
$135,000
Documentation - G2 and Bowtie
3
Site Assessments - Bowtie
$500,000
$0
$500,000
4
Construction/Implementation - G2
$5,010,000
$3,100,000
$8,150,000
Total
$5,840,000
$3,870,000
$9,630,000
* Match funds consist of contributions from the City, Environmental Protection Agency, and
Wildlife Conservation Board.
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LA RIVER PARK PARTNERSHIP: LETTER OF INTENT

LA RIVER PARK AT TAYLOR YARD PARTNERSHIP: LETTER OF INTENT
A collection of publicly-owned properties along the Los Angeles River (LA River) -
pieces of the former “Taylor Yard” rail maintenance yard-form an approximately 100-acre
area that is being transformed into a significantly-restored signature park. As envisioned
by the Los Angeles River Revitalization Master Plan (LARRMP), many relevant plans,
numerous supporters including the Los Angeles River State Park Partners, those 100
acres will be home to restored habitats, engaging recreational activities, cultural and
educational enrichments, and a full mile of access to the LA River.
The LA River properties included in the 100-acre unified open space are: (1) The Rio
de Los Angeles (RdLA) State Park, an existing 40-acre park owned by California State
Parks (State Parks) and managed cooperatively by State Parks and the City of Los
Angeles (City) through its Department of Recreation and Parks (RAP); (2) The Taylor
Yard G1 parcel, an 18-acre property also known as the “Bowtie” parcel for its distinctive
boundary shape, which is owned and managed and in the process of design by State
Parks; and (3) The Taylor Yard G2 parcel, a 42-acre property that is owned by the City.
The Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority (MRCA) purchased and now holds
the rights to a 12.5-acre easement within the Taylor Yard G2 parcel owned by the City. It
is subject to use restrictions under grant funding agreements with the California Wildlife
Conservation Board and the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy, as well as subject to
appropriate design, implementation, and early activation integration. Together, these
agencies-the City, State Parks, and the MRCA-shall be known as “The River Parties.”
The purpose of this letter is to express The River Parties’ mutual intent to cooperate to
create a unified LA River Park at Taylor Yard (working title) in recognition of the significant
mutual public benefits to be realized by cooperating on the design, construction,
financing, operation, maintenance and management of the project. The LA River Park will
be developed to a standard of global excellence. It will be unique in biological and social
character and will be the single largest open space along the LA River to be created in
100 years. The Park will directly benefit the residents of the surrounding neighborhoods
and the City at large, it will be a signature feature of Southern California.
The River Parties recognize common goals:
Create a world-class, physically-connected and unified public open space that
advances revitalization of the Los Angeles River and supports urban ecology
Engage local communities and stakeholders to guide development of the project
Establish equity, ecology, River revitalization and flood management as the
cornerstones for the Park’s design, implementation, and programming
Increase Park access by linking the interiors of the Park and the exteriors of the
Parks and community to new transportation options
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Incorporate safety, sustainability and resilience into the remediation, design
construction, operation, and stewardship of the park
Restore ecosystem values and native habitats along the LA River
Integrate the Park and the LA River by rethinking the LA River’s bank
Include River activities in the short-term, mid-term and long-term vision
Establish facilities to enable cultural, artistic, community, and educational
experiences and skills
Curate appropriate revenue-generating programming to provide rich user
experiences, to help develop the project, and to sustain future operation and
maintenance
Create physical and programmatic connections between local educational
centers and the project’s outdoor learning environment
Provide varied passive and active recreational opportunities and play spaces
within the park
Improve and enhance athletic fields at Rio de Los Angeles State Park
Establish on-site stewardship staff, on-going daily programming and encourage
neighborhood community care
Include educational, artistic, and cultural/historical partners in the Park’s
development, programming, and operation
Create safe and easy physical connections between all of the areas of the 100
acres and to the surrounding communities on both sides of the River
To fulfill these common goals, The River Parties intend to work together to:
-

Establish a cooperative agreement within one (1) year to define a collaborative
approach to the remediation, design, construction, financing, operation, and
management of the project
Articulate and implement a common vision for the 100-acre area that is
ecologically focused and community-driven and delivers on goals outlined above
Coordinate on marketing, communication and outreach of the common vision
Seek other implementation and program partners through a wide-ranging
engagement process and City-led contracting process
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Provide near-term public programming on each of the properties, as feasible.
Cooperatively raise funds for design and implementation from multiple sources
and using creative value capture techniques
Engage regulatory and permitting agencies to secure necessary approvals for
site remediation, water quality, flood control, and all other environmental reviews
consistent with the CEQA and NEPA processes
Secure necessary authorizations to execute various partnership agreements
The River Parties understand that this Letter of Intent is not a financial commitment to
future expenditures and does not create any obligations, legal or otherwise, between
them that do not already exist.

On behalf of California State Parks:

CM:

Craig Sap, Parks Superintendent
Date:

On behalf of the Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority:

esepM T. Edmiston, Executive Officer
Date:

ft'U'lj

On behalf of the City of Los Angeles:

Michael A. Shull, General Manager, Department of Recreation and Parks
Date:
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Gary Lee wloore, City Engineer, Bureau of Engineering
Date:
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EXHIBIT E

June 1, 2020; Agenda Item No. 10
Resolution No. 20-15

RESOLUTION OF THE SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS CONSERVANCY AUTHORIZING
A GRANT OF PROPOSITION

1 FUNDS TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES

FOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE TAYLOR YARD
PASEO DEL RIO G2 AND BOWTIE PROJECT,
CITY OF LOS ANGELES

WHEREAS,

the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy is authorized to award grants to cities
for development of public facilities for park, recreation, or conservation purposes pursuant to
Section 33204(c) of the Public Resources Code;
WHEREAS,

the State of California has authorized an expenditure of funds from Proposition 1,
the Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014 to the Santa Monica
Mountains Conservancy for capital outlay and local assistance multi-benefit grants for
ecosystem and watershed protection and restoration projects;
WHEREAS, the

City of Los Angeles has requested a grant from Proposition 1, Section 79735(a)
of the Water Code in the amount of $5,840,000;

WHEREAS, the Taylor Yard Paseo

del Rio G2 and Bowtie Project contains significant potential
for the restoration of riparian habitat along the Los Angeles River;
WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 79732(1) the proposed project meets the purpose of Proposition

1 to protect and increase the economic benefits arising from healthy watersheds, fishery
resources, and instream flow;
WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 79732(1) the proposed project meets the purpose of Proposition

1 to implement watershed adaptation projects in order to reduce the impacts of climate change
on California’s communities and ecosystems;
WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 79732(1) the proposed project meets the purpose of Proposition

1 to restore river parkways throughout the state;
WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 79732(1) the proposed project meets the purpose of Proposition

1 to protect and restore aquatic, wetland, and migratory bird ecosystems, including fish and
wildlife corridors and the acquisition of water rights for instream flow;
WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 79732(1) the proposed project meets the purpose of Proposition

1 to protect and restore rural and urban watershed health to improve watershed storage
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capacity, forest health, protection of life and property, stormwater resource management, and
greenhouse gas reduction;
WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 79732(1) the proposed project meets the purpose of Proposition

1 to protect and restore coastal watersheds, including, but not limited to bays, marine estuaries,
and nearshore ecosystems;
WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 79732(1) the proposed project meets the purpose of Proposition

1 to reduce pollution or contamination of rivers, lakes, streams, or coastal waters, prevent and
remediate mercury contamination from legacy mines, and protect or restore natural system
functions that contribute to water supply, water quality, or flood management;
WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 79732(1) the proposed project meets the purpose of Proposition

1 to assist in the recovery of endangered, threatened, or migratory species by improving
watershed health, instream flows, fish passage, coastal or inland wetland restoration, or other
means, such as natural community conservation plan and habitat conservation plan
implementation;
WHEREAS,

the proposed project meets objectives of the California Water Action Plan for
restoration of important species and habitat;
WHEREAS,

the proposed project meets the goals of reducing greenhouse gas emissions
consistent with AB 32;
WHEREAS,

the proposed project is consistent with the Conservancy’s Strategic Objectives to
implement the Rim of the Valley Trail Corridor Master Plan, implement the Los Angeles County
River Master Plan, implement the San Gabriel and Los Angeles Rivers Watershed and Open Space
Plan, further cooperation with local governments in the region to secure open space and
parkland, expand efforts to integrate nature into the urban environment, expand education,
public access, and resource stewardship components in a manner that best serves the public,
protects habitat, and provides recreational opportunities;
WHEREAS,

the proposed action is consistent with the Rim of the Valley Trail Corridor Master
Plan and San Gabriel and Los Angeles River Watershed and Open Space Plan;
WHEREAS,

the proposed action is being taken subject to approval of the grant for compliance
with the General Obligation Bond Law;
WHEREAS,

the proposed project protects land and water resources; and
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WHEREAS, The proposed action is

exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental

Quality Act (ceqa): Now
Therefore Be It Resolved, That the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy hereby:

1.

FINDS the proposed project meets

at least one of the purposes of Proposition 1;

2.

FINDS

3.

FINDS

4.

that the proposed action is consistent with the Conservancy’s Strategic
Objectives;

5.

FINDS

6.

FINDS

7.

ADOPTS

8.

AUTHORIZES

9.

the Executive Director to execute the grant agreement
and to perform any and all acts necessary to carry out this resolution; without
limiting the generality of the foregoing, such authority shall include those
provisions that he shall determine in the exclusive exercise of his discretion are
necessary to carry out the purposes of this resolution and to comply with the
policies of the Conservancy, and to otherwise carry out the provisions of state
law and regulations.

the proposed project meets at least one of the three objectives of the
California Water Action Plan;

that the proposed action is consistent with the Rim of the Valley Trail
Corridor Master Plan and the San Gabriel and Los Angeles River Watershed and
Open Space Plan as adopted by the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy;
FINDS

that the proposed project implements the goals stated in Proposition 1;

that the proposed action is exempt from the provisions of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA);
the staff report and recommendations dated June 1, 2020 for this item;

a grant of Proposition 1 funds to the City of Los Angeles in the
amount of $5,840,000 for capital improvements for the Taylor Yard Paseo del
Rio G2 and Bowtie Project, City of Los Angeles; and

FURTHER AUTHORIZES

End of Resolution
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I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing resolution was adopted at a meeting of the Santa Monica

Mountains Conservancy, duly noticed and held according to law, on the 1st day of June, 2020
at Los Angeles, California.
Dated: 6-1-20
7

/
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Executive Director

I1

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

AGREEMENT NUMBER

AGREEMENT SUMMARY

AMENDMENT NUMBER

3810-P01-2015

STD 215 (Rev. 08/2017)

□ CHECK HERE IF ADDITIONAL PAGES ARE ATTACHED

1. CONTRACTOR’S NAME

2. FEDERAL I.D. NUMBER

City of Los Angeles, Bureau of Engineering (Taylor Yard Paseo del Rio Project - G2 and Bowtie)

3. AGENCY TRANSMITTING AGREEMENT

95-6000725

4. DIVISION, BUREAU, OR OTHER UNIT

5. AGENCY BILLING CODE

6a. CONTRACT ANALYST NAME

6b. EMAIL

6c. PHONE NUMBER

Rorie Skei, Chief Deputy Director

skei@smmc.ca.gov

Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy

010507

7. HAS YOUR AGENCY CONTRACTED FOR THESE SERVICES BEFORE?
0 No
Q Yes (If Yes, enter prior Contractor Name and Agreement Number)
PRIOR CONTRACTOR NAME

PRIOR AGREEMENT NUMBER

8. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF SERVICES
Capital Improvements for the Taylor Yard Paseo del Rio G2and Bowtie Project, City of Los Angeles.

9. AGREEMENT OUTLINE

(Include reason for Agreement: Identify specific problem, administrative requirement, program need or other circumstances making

the Agreement necessary; include special or unusual terms and conditions.)

Capital Improvements for the Taylor Yard Paseo del Rio G2 and Bowtie Project adjacent to the Los Angeles River, Glassell Park
neighborhood, City of Los Angeles in accordance with the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy Board Materials dated June 1,2020. The
project will be implemented in a joint partnership with the Department of Parks and Recreation (State Parks) and Mountains Recreation
and Conservation (MRCA), in order to allow the development of a coordinated early access river edge Project. The grant will fund
planning and design of a land improvement project to protect land and water resources, protect and restore rivers, lakes and streams,
their watersheds and associated land, water and other natural resources.

10. PAYMENT TERMS (More than one may apply)
| | Monthly Flat Rate

i J Quarterly

~| Itemized Invoice

| | Withhold

Progress Payment

2] One-Time Payment
%

0 Advanced Payment Not To Exceed

[✓] Reimbursement / Revenue

or

%

| | Other (Explain)
11. PROJECTED EXPENDITURES
FUND TITLE

Proposition 1

ITEM

3810-101-6083

OBJECT CODE
OPTIONAL USE

FISCAL
YEAR

17/18

CHAPTER

14/22/54

PROJECTED
EXPENDITURES

STATUTE

2017

$5,840,000.00

AGREEMENT TOTAL

$5,840,000.00

AMOUNT ENCUMBERED BY THIS DOCUMENT
$5,840,000.00

PRIOR AMOUNT ENCUMBERED FOR THIS AGREEMENT
$0.00

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCUMBERED TO DATE
I certify upon my own personal knowledge that the budgeted funds for the current
$5,840,000.00
budget year are available for the period and purpose of the expenditure stated above.
ACCOUNTING OFFICER'S SIGNATURE

ACCOUNTING OFFICER'S NAME (Print or Type)

DATE SIGNED
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AGREEMENT NUMBER

AGREEMENT SUMMARY

AMENDMENT NUMBER

3810-P01-2015

STD 215 (Rev. 08/2017)

12. AGREEMENT
TERM
FROM

AGREEMENT

Original

6/1/20

TERM
THROUGH

TOTAL COST OF
THIS TRANSACTION

6/30/22

BID, SOLE SOURCE, EXEMPT

$5,840,000.00 Exempt

Amendment 1
Amendment 2
TOTAL

13.

BIDDING METHOD USED
0 Request for Proposal (RFP)
7] Invitation for Bid (IFB)

$5,840,000.00

3| Use of Master Service Agreement
0 Sole Source Contract (Attach STD. 821)

(Attach justification if secondary method is used)

| Exempt from Bidding (Give authority for exempt status)

0 Other (Explain) N/A - Local Assistance
Note: Proof of advertisement in the State Contracts Register or an approved form STD. 821, Contract Advertising Exemption Request, must be attached

14.

SUMMARY OF BIDS

(List of bidders, bid amount and small business status) (If an amendment, sole source, or exempt, leave blank)

N/A - Local Assistance

15.

IF AWARD OF AGREEMENT IS TO OTHER THAN THE LOWER BIDDER, EXPLAIN REASON(S)

(If an amendment, sole source, or exempt, leave blank)

N/A - Local Assistance

16.

WHAT IS THE BASIS FOR DETERMINING THAT THE PRICE OR RATE IS REASONABLE?

N/A - Local Assistance

17a. JUSTIFICATION FOR CONTRACTING OUT (Check one)
„
.
_____
__, . .
.. .
.
.
.
„
.
Contracting out is justified based on Government Code 19130(b). When this box
□
, P 0,1 C0,SLSaTT T Gove“'Code □ is checked a completed JUSTIFICATION - CALIFORNIA CODE OF
19130(a). The State Personnel Board has been so notified.
1-J regulations, TITLE 2, SECTION 547.60 must be attached to this document.
[71 Not Applicable (Interagency / Public Works / Other_____
17b. EMPLOYEE BARGAINING UNIT NOTIFICATION
[7] By checking this box, I hereby certify compliance with Government Code section 19132(b)(1).
AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE
SIGNER'S NAME (Print or Type)

DATE SIGNED

Ms. Rorie Skei
18. FOR AGREEMENTS IN EXCESS OF $5,000: Has the letting of the agreement
□ No □ Yes [7] N/A
been reported to the Department of Fair Employment and Housing?
19. HAVE CONFLICT OF INTEREST ISSUES BEEN IDENTIFIED AND RESOLVED
□ No □ Yes {7} N/A
AS REQUIRED BY THE STATE CONTRACT MANUAL SECTION 7.10?
20. FOR CONSULTING AGREEMENTS: Did you review any
[ None on file 0 No 0 Yes [7] N/A
contractor evaluations on file with the DGS Legal Office?

22. REQUIRED RESOLUTIONS ARE
ATTACHED
□ No [7] Yes □ N/A
23. IS THIS A SMALL BUSINESS AND/OR
A DISABLED VETERAN BUSINESS
CERTIFIED BY DGS?
[7] NO

21. IS A SIGNED COPY OF THE FOLLOWING ON FILE AT YOUR AGENCY FOR THIS CONTRACTOR?
A. Contractor Certification Clauses
B. STD 204 Vendor Data Record

□ No

□ Yes 0 N/A

0 No

0 Yes

SB/DVBE Certification Number:

[7] Yes 0 N/A

24. ARE DISABLED VETERANS BUSINESS ENTERPRISE GOALS
REQUIRED? (If an amendment, explain changes if any)

0 No

(Explain below)

0 Yes

% of Agreement

N/A - Local Assistance

25. IS THIS AGREEMENT (WITH AMENDMENTS) FOR A PERIOD OF TIME
LONGER THAN THREE YEARS?

0 No

U Yes (if Yes, provide justification below)

I certify that all copies of the referenced Agreement will conform to the original agreement sent to the Department of General Services.
DATE SIGNED
SIGNATURE
NAME/TITLE (Print or Type)
Ms.Rorie Skei, Chief Deputy Director
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AGREEMENT NUMBER

AGREEMENT SUMMARY

AMENDMENT NUMBER

3810-P01-2015

STD 215 (Rev. 08/2017)

JUSTIFICATION - CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 2, SECTION 547.60
In the space provided below, the undersigned authorized state representative documents, with specificity and
detailed factual information, the reasons why the contract satisfies one or more of the conditions set forth in
Government Code section 19130(b). Please specify the applicable subsection. Attach extra pages if necessary.
N/A - Local Assistance

The undersigned represents that, based upon his or her personal knowledge, information or belief the above justification correctly
reflects the reasons why the contract satisfies Government Code section 19130(b).
SIGNATURE

NAME/TITLE/Prin/ or Type)

DATE SIGNED

Ms.Rorie Skei, Chief Deputy Director

PHONE NUMBER

STREETADDRESS

(323) 221-8900

570 West Avenue 26, Suite 100

EMAIL

CITY

STATE

ZIP

grants@smmc.ca.gov

Los Angeles

CA

90065
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