
Communication from Public
 
 
Name: Katherine McNenny
Date Submitted: 11/09/2020 07:38 PM
Council File No: 20-1425 
Comments for Public Posting:  Please see attached. 



Dear Councilmembers O'Farrell, Rodriguez, Bonin, Harris-Dawson & Ryu, 
 
In light of this "Unaccompanied Homeless Women" motion by Council President Martinez, we would like to 
share the below "working project" called, "The Skid Row Women's Shelter Bus Stop Project" with your 
Committee, which is already in progress. We have been in talks with representatives from the Mayor's Office, 
County DHS and LAHSA about it so far. We share this project outline to highlight some of the challenges that 
homeless women face regarding transportation in the City.  
 
We fully support this Motion and the efforts of Supervisor Solis in designating unaccompanied homeless women 
as a subpopulation. 
 
We began to brainstorm this project in 2017, and just this week put together the below mission statement. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT: 

The mission of the “Skid Row Women’s Shelter Bus Stop Project” is “Transportation Safety” at the NE 

corner of San Pedro & 5th Streets in Downtown Los Angeles for vulnerable women who seek services 

nearby. This corner has both a METRO and a “Women’s Shelter Bus” stop. 

The model envisioned for this project looks beyond enforcement and instead seeks to foster the dignity of 

all people through the use of “Community Safety Ambassadors”. 

Amenities for this project include shade structures, expanded seating and phone charging stations. 
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PROJECT ADVOCATES: 

- Katherine McNenny (Co-

founder of Industrial District 

Green & member of the Skid 

Row Neighborhood Council-

Formation Committee) 

katherine.trees@yahoo.com  

- Tom Grode (Skid Row Liaison, 

First United Methodist Church 

Los Angeles) 

 

SEPTEMBER 29, 2020 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, 

As advocates working  in Skid Row, we have come together to create  

this paper, the Skid Row Women’s Shelter Bus Stop Project, in order to 

inform and update fellow community members, elected officials and 

other interested parties on the challenges women face utilizing public 

and private transportation at the NE corner of San Pedro & 5th Streets 

in Downtown Los Angeles. This paper follows a PowerPoint on the 

same subject which was presented to the Skid Row Community 

Improvement Coalition in 2017. 

Not only is there a bus stop on 5th Street, but there is also a “Shelter 

Bus Stop'' on San Pedro Street. This “makeshift” Women’s Shelter Bus 

Stop has historically  received little to no consideration, yet is heavily 

used by houseless women who line up and wait for chartered busses 

that transport them to overnight shelters outside the neighborhood. 

There is no infrastructure for this Shelter Bus Stop, although  the Los 

Angeles Homeless Authority (LAHSA) has designated it as such. The bus 

stop on 5th  does have a bench, but there is no shade structure. This 

corner is adjacent to the Downtown Women’s Center (DWC), an 

organization which houses, shelters and provides services for thousands 

of women each year. Clients of the DWC utilize both this corner’s bus 
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manoftheseatom@gmail.co
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- Louise Mbella "Sinai" 

(Frenchy): Consultant 

Advocate/Commissioner 

Training Graduate/Tedx 

Speaker/Thought Leader & 

Skidrow Improvement 

Coalition (SRCIC) Member 

communityorganizeradvocat

e@gmail.com  

 

HOMELESS & VULNERABLE 

SUBPOPULATION PROJECT 

Vulnerable women who utilize 

transportation at San Pedro & 5th 

Streets 

 

stop and Shelter Bus Stop.  Since the DWC’s 2010 opening  (they have 

another location at 325 S. Los Angeles St.), a community of women 

have formed which sleep surrounding  its entrance. We put forth that 

both the women who sleep inside and outside the DWC utilize 

transportation at this corner and  therefore collectively represent a  

subcommunity who deserve recognition and consideration. We define 

this subcommunity as “vulnerable women who utilize 

transportation at San Pedro & 5th Streets”. We believe that all 

women who use transportation at this corner deserve to feel safe, 

secure and have agency as they make their way to other destinations. 

We stress that this corner is important for vulnerable and  houseless 

women in Los Angeles due to its proximity to the DWC.  

Our understanding and observation as community advocates is as 

follows: -   The City and  County of Los Angeles via LAHSA have made 

provisions for existing homeless shelters to pick up  women from the 

San Pedro & 5th Streets location in front of the DWC at 442 South San 

Pedro St., Los Angeles California 90013 (Skid Row, Downtown Los 

Angeles) to designated homeless shelters daily and year round, which 

includes the Winter Homeless Shelter Program. 

On September 29, 2020, the County Board of Supervisors unanimously 

passed a motion designating unaccompanied women as a County 

homeless subpopulation.  Much of the work done in helping unhoused 

people is through designating “subpopulations”- veterans, youth, etc.  

WE RECOGNIZE THAT RESPECTING THE DIGNITY OF 

SUBPOPULATIONS MEANS NO DISPLACEMENT.  

Many vulnerable women who utilize transportation at San Pedro & 

5th Streets receive services at the DWC, often  daily. However, not all 

these women sleep there, which is why LAHSA has designated the 

outside of the DWC as a Shelter Bus Stop. Shelter Busses transport 

women from the DWC location to shelters outside the neighborhood, 

and then back to the DWC in the morning. Our past attempts to 

improve this Shelter Bus Stop have been frustrating. All that we were 

able to achieve is to get these Shelter Busses to *sometimes* pull into 

the DWC parking lot so that the women may on-board safely. However, 

this practice is irregular at best, and  often chaotic when done on the 

sidewalk out front. These Shelter Busses are privately chartered,  so 

there is no consistency, nor any accountability to the community. The 

vulnerable women who utilize transportation at San Pedro & 5th 

Streets deserve better. As this program exists now, the women who 

must  wait at this location for a Shelter Bus suffer many indignities. 

Their human rights to safety and security of person are often 

compromised.   
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THE SKID ROW WOMEN’S SHELTER BUS STOP PROJECT           : 

The goal of this project is to support vulnerable and houseless 

women in Skid Row and to provide a unique state-of-the-art BUS 

SHELTER for their SAFETY and comfort. AMENITIES should  be 

specifically tailored to their needs.  

The "WAIT-TIME CONDITIONS  FOR SHELTER BUSES" is currently 

inhumane and UNSAFE for vulnerable women who utilize 

transportation at San Pedro & 5th Streets and is not in-line with 

trauma-informed care.  

WE RECOMMEND: 

1.) A “physical” state-of-the-art BUS SHELTER (infrastructure) at 

the already existing, LAHSA-designated Women’s Shelter Bus 

Stop at the corner of San Pedro & 5th Streets (San Pedro side).  

2.) AMENITIES should include: shade, seating and phone 

charging. 

3.) SAFETY should include "Community Safety Ambassadors" by 

the community, for the community (peers). 

4.)  LAHSA should engage local organizations  to create and install 

PUBLIC ART to decorate the new BUS SHELTER to make  it 

culturally appealing to the community. 

5.)  Accommodations should be made by LAHSA to close and 

secure the BUS SHELTER after the last pick-up of the night in 

order to maintain the SAFETY of  vulnerable women who 

utilize transportation at San Pedro & 5th Streets. 

6.) LAHSA should consider healthy snacks for the  vulnerable 

women who utilize transportation at San Pedro & 5th 

Streets. 

7.)  Vulnerable women who utilize transportation at San Pedro 

& 5th Streets should feel safe and protected from the harsh 

sun, the rain as well as harm and danger. SAFETY should come 

first. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

CORDIALLY, 

The Skid Row Women’s Shelter Bus Stop Project Team 

- Katherine McNenny 

- Tom Grode 

- Louise Mbella "Sinai" (Frenchy) 



 


