
HOMELESSNESS AND POVF r>-, lh iMOTION

According to the 2020 Greater Los Angeles Homeless Count conducted by the Los Angeles 
Homeless Services Authority (LAHSA), one third (21,129) of Los Angeles County’s individuals 
experiencing homelessness are women. This is a 15% increase from last year’s homeless 
count. Since 2015, the number of women experiencing homelessness increased by 64%, 
outpacing the increase among men. In the City of Los Angeles, there are now 13,330 unhoused 
women - who are disproportionately women of color. We know that nearly 55% of these women 
are unsheltered, but it’s unclear how many of these women are “unaccompanied,” meaning 
women over the age of 18 living without a partner or children. While the annual homeless count 
includes subpopulations such as veterans, families, transitional age youth, and the chronically 
homeless, it does not include unaccompanied women.

LAHSA and service providers collect information on women with children and this information 
allows them to provide targeted assistance, outreach, resources and housing to those women 
and children. Alternatively, little information is gathered on single women without dependents. 
These women have different challenges, barriers and unique needs. Without proper data 
collection, it’s hard to create specific strategies and allocate the right resources to assist this 
population.

As a way to begin addressing this gap in information, in 2001, the Downtown Women’s Center 
launched the Los Angeles Women’s Needs Assessment. The survey, which is conducted every 
three years, documents the demographics, needs, and conditions of homeless and low-income 
unaccompanied women in the City of Los Angeles. These reports have been instrumental in 
not only providing basic information on unaccompanied women and trends on this 
subpopulation of homeless individuals, but also in showing the impact that sexual, domestic, 
and interpersonal violence has had on unaccompanied women. This information is valuable 
and necessary in order to address homelessness among women. It is important that LAHSA 
recognize unaccompanied homeless women as a unique population with specific needs and 
begin collecting information on this population.

I THEREFORE MOVE, that the City Council request LAHSA to designate unaccompanied 
homeless women as a subpopulation and begin collecting information on race, gender, age, 
geography, sexual orientation, Domestic Violence/Intimate Partner Violence status, etc., in the 
Annual Point-in-Time Count and in other data collection systems.

I FURTHER MOVE that the City Council instruct the Chief Legislative Analyst and City 
Administrator Officer, in partnership with LAHSA, the County, the Downtown Women’s Center, 
and other organizations, to report back with recommendations on strategies and resources to 
assist and house unaccompanied homeless women.
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