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October 30, 2020

The Honorable City Council
c/o Office of the City Clerk
City Hall, Room 395
Los Angeles, California 90012
Attention: PLUM Committee
Dear Honorable Members:
SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES ENVIRONMENTAL
PROPOSED 350 SOUTH FIGUEROA PROJECT

ASSESSMENT

REQUEST

FOR

CASE NO.: ENV-2018-2700-SCEA
PROJECT APPLICANT: 350 South Figueroa, LLC
PROJECT LOCATION/ADDRESS: 350 South Figueroa Street
COMMUNITY PLANNING AREA: Central City
SPECIFIC PLAN AREA: Bunker Hill
COUNCIL DISTRICT: 14 - de Leon

Through the “Sustainable Communities and Climate Protection Act of 2008,” known as Senate
Bill 375 (SB 375), the state legislature created a new document for environmental review called
a Sustainable Communities Environmental Assessment (SCEA). This SCEA has been
prepared pursuant to Section 21155.2 of the California Public Resources Code
The subject of this SCEA is a Project that includes the proposed demolition of an approximately
29,500-square-foot portion of an existing structure and construction of a new, 41-story residential
building integrated into the existing structure. The Project site is approximately 160,000 square
feet in area and includes approximately 330,000 square feet of existing floor area; the Project
would add approximately 624,500 square feet of new residential floor area at the southwest corner
of the Project site for a combined 925,000 square feet of floor area. The residential building would
be a maximum of 480 feet in height and contain 570 units. The Floor Area Ratio (FAR) of the
Project, including the existing building to remain in place, would be 5.8:1. The Project would
include activated street frontages on the building’s ground floor, as well as a number of community
spaces throughout the building, including open space areas on the sixth-floor podium deck and
roof deck. The Project would maintain the existing six levels of parking though the configuration.
The Project when complete would include approximately 1,387 automobile parking spaces that
comply with the Los Angeles Municipal Code-required bicycle parking.
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It is hereby requested that the City Council consider and determine if the proposed project
qualifies for a Sustainable Communities Environmental Assessment (“SCEA”), pursuant to Public
Resources Code (“PRC”) Section 21155.2.
Under Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 21155, to be a TPP, the project must be consistent
with the general land use designation, density, building intensity, and policies in the SCAG
RTP/SCS; and meet the criteria in PRC Section 21155(b) related to minimum density, residential
uses, and distance from a major transit stop or high-quality transit corridor included in a regional
transportation plan. Under PRC Section 21155.2(b), a TPP may qualify for a SCEA if it meets all
of the following:
•
•

The Project has incorporated all feasible mitigation measures, performance standards, or
criteria set forth in applicable EIRs; and
An initial study is prepared and the initial study shows the Project will have less than
significant impacts, including if needed, through the imposition of mitigation measures.

An initial study has been prepared and circulated in compliance with PRC Section 21155.2(b). A
public hearing on the SCEA, and all comments received on the SCEA, will be considered by City
Council prior to SCEA adoption and approval of the Project. The Transit Priority Project has
incorporated all feasible mitigation measures, performance standards, or criteria set forth in prior
EIR(s), including SCAG 2016-2040 RTP/SCS EIR SCH No. 20150311035; finding that all
potentially significant effects identified in the initial study have been identified and analyzed in the
SCEA; finding that with respect to each significant effect on the environment required to be
identifies in the initial study for the SCEA, changes or alterations have been required in or
incorporated into the Project that avoid or mitigate the significant effects to a level of insignificance
or those changes or alterations are within the responsibility and jurisdiction of another public
agency and have been, or can and should be, adopted by that other agency.
Therefore, the City of Los Angeles finds that the Proposed Project complies with the requirements
of CEQA for using a SCEA as authorized pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21155.2(b).
Actions for the City Council:
The City of Los Angeles finds, upon a review of the entire administrative record, including the
Environmental Case No. ENV-2018-2700-SCEA, and all comments received, that:
1. The Proposed Project qualifies as a transit priority project pursuant to Public Resources
Code Section 21155(b), which by definition means that the proposed Project is consistent
with the general use designations, density, building intensity, and applicable policies
specified for the project area in the Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable
Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS) prepared by the Southern California Association of
Governments (SCAG) pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21155(a); and contains
more than 50 percent residential; provides a minimum net density greater than 20 units
an acre; and is within one-half mile of a major transit stop or high-quality transit corridor
included in a regional transportation plan per PRC Section 21155(b); and
2.

The Proposed Project complies with the requirements of CEQA for using a SCEA as
authorized pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21155.2( b).

The Honorable City Council
Page 3

The City recommends that City Council:

DETERMINE that based on the whole of the administrative record, the proposed Project
complies with the requirements of CEQA for using a SCEA as authorized pursuant to
Public Resources Code Section 21155.2(b).

The attached documentation fully discusses the project’s eligibility for the SCEA.

Sincerely,
VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP
Director of Planning

Debbie Lawrence, AICP
Senior City Planner
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