
« CLIMATE CHANGE AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

MOTION

At the August 24th, 2020 meeting of the Department of Water and Power (DWP) Board 
of Commissioners it was revealed that there had been a methane gas leak at the Valley 
Generating Station in Sun Valley. Since then, DWP has substantially repaired the leak. 
However, the facility still poses a threat to the health of residents in an area that is 
already one of the most environmentally impacted in the state.

Sun Valley is ringed by freeways and contains numerous garbage dumps and other 
industrial facilities. The concentration of harmful land uses in this neighborhood has a 
cumulative impact on the health of nearby residents. The California Office of 
Environmental Health Hazard Assessment places Sun Valley in the 95th percentile on 
the CalEnviroscreen tool which ranks census tracts based on environmental hazards.

DWP and the city have made great progress in transitioning to renewable power and 
increasing sustainability. In 2017, Council File 16-0243 called for DWP to create a plan 
for achieving 100% renewable energy while taking environmental justice and 
CalEnviroscreen into consideration. In 2019, Council File 19-0156 established a Green 
New Deal for Los Angeles, which included cutting in half the number of communities in 
the East San Fernando Valley that rank in the top third on CalEnviroScreen.

These actions show that the City Council has prioritized reducing the environmental 
burden in low income communities. However, in light of recent events, more concrete 
actions are needed to further this commitment. This begins with evaluating and reducing 
activities by city departments, including DWP, that actively contribute to the 
environmental impacts in frontline communities.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Department of Water and Power report back with a plan 
and timeline for decommissioning the Valley Generating Station. This report should 
evaluate the impacts this facility, as well as other polluters, have on the health of nearby 
residents. It should also describe how the plant can be decommissioned in a way that 
does not disrupt the overall power supply or negatively impact jobs.
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