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Susan Winsberg <susanwinsberg@sbcglobal.net>
Reply-To: clerk.plumcommittee@lacity.org 
To: "councilmember.buscaino@lacity.org" <councilmember.buscaino@lacity.org>, "paul.koretz@lacity.org" <paul.koretz@lacity.org>, "clerk.plumcommittee@lacity.org' 
<clerk.plumcommittee@lacity.org>

Tue, Dec 8, 2020 at 1:38 AM

Dear councilmembers Buscaino and Koretz,

Your proposed measure to promote and encourage demolition of existing buildings is extremely 
dangerous for this city and encourages reckless behavior on the part of developers, who already are 
getting away with whatever they want in this city -- if you consider the people they are preemptively 
displacing, without even having a plan drafted; the historic resources they are running roughshod 
over, often successfully avoiding CEQA reviews; the extreme harm to the environment these 
demotions cause; and I could go on.

Los Angeles has already become a developer's playground, with ever fewer constraints and less 
oversight. This ruling would be that on steroids. It's a TERRIBLE idea!

The real problem is that these buildings are being vacated months to years before a building plan is 
in place, thus allowing them to become derelict. And the answer is NOT to give the developers the 
greenlight to destroy these buildings without a plan, but rather to allow people to remain in their 
homes as long as possible, and better yet, to preserve the extant buildings instead of always 
demolishing them. I would hope that you could see that.

Please DO NOT go ahead with this wrong-headed measure.

Thank you,
Susan Winsberg 
6536 Franklin Ave., apt. 1 
Los Angeles, CA 90028
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To the Members of the PLUM Committee,

I am writing to express my strong opposition to Item No. 5 on December 8th, 2020's agenda (Council File 20-1477). Though this motion seems innocuous, 
allowing LADCP and LADBS to grant demolition permits for properties that have become a public nuisance, without the need for an approved set of plans, will 
cause a snowballing effect, stripping community members of their rights and giving developers unchecked powers.

Already, developers routinely evict tenants from multi-family buildings they acquire and then allow the buildings to fall into a state of disrepair. This motion rewards 
developers for this behavior, allowing them to recommend their own buildings for demolition because of circumstances they have caused. The city should be 
focused more on its citizens and increasing homelessness than on giving developers more incentives to evict people and demolish affordable housing.

Additionally, the language in the motion regarding compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the protection of historical resources is 
meaningless. We have already seen numerous instances where developers have illegally demolished properties, and the city never sanctions them. Given the 
city's failure to act on illegal demolitions in the past, the language related to CEQA compliance and protection of historic resources is toothless.

I urge you to protect tenant's rights and historical resources by denying this motion.

Signed,

Amy Gustincic 
3897 Franklin Ave 
Los Angeles, CA 90027
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