
AD HOC COMMITTEE ON COVID-19 RECOVERY 
AND NEIGHBORHOOD INVESTMENT

On Saturday, November 28.2020, after the December 1, 2020, agenda for the los Angeles City Council was already 
posted, Los Angeles County Public Health Director Dr. Barbara Ferrer reported an unexpected and enormous surge 
of COVID-19 infections, more than 2,000 hospitalized, and a race to knock down the increases before hospitals 
become overwhelmed, putting Los Angeles at Threat Level Red; Extreme Risk.

MOTION

While public health officials asked that people limit their Thanksgiving celebrations, the media reported a huge 
uptick in travelers for the Thanksgiving holiday and a proliferation of large, indoor dinner celebrations. A correlated 
enormous surge in COVID-19 infections is expected in the coming weeks, which could then be followed by another 
surge from similar December travel and holiday celebrations.

LA County’s hospitals report that they believe they currently have the resources they need. Yet, if the steep rise in 
overall cases continues along its current trajectory, they could potentially run out of beds in two to four weeks, 
beginning with the least-resourced facilities. A bed shortage would also impact the treatment of patients with all 
other serious and potentially fatal illnesses and accidents, including heart attacks and strokes.

there is also a resulting critical increase in the number of nurses and other healthcare workers contracting the 
coronavmis and/or suffering from overwork-related burnout. Dr. Ferrer has said that simply finding more hospital 
beds won’t help if wc run out of healthcare workers to care for the patients in those beds. The mental and emotional 
wellbeing of these frontline workers must also be tracked and managed appropriately through active interventions.

In addition, healthcare workers need a robust supply of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) available for protection 
so that they can stay safe on the job. Some medical personnel are reportedly {raving to reuse PPE numerous times, 
which can put them at greater risk of infection.

Governor Newsom created the CA Health Corps in March 2020 with the goal of adding 37,000 healthcare workers to 
foe COVID effort and the push for sign-ups continues apace. Mayor Garcetti has suggested involving medical teams 
from the military and once again using the LA Convention Center as a field hospital. Others have suggested tapping 
into Licensed Vocational Nurses to help with patient monitoring, administration and routine procedures to allow 
Registered Nurses to focus on more critical work. Long-term care facilities, home care agencies and a surge hospital 
like St. Vincent’s could again be used for COVID patients who are healing but not yet able to care for themselves.

It is essential that the City Council understand and act on an emergency1 plan should a shortage of medical beds, 
medical professionals and PPE occur. 'There is extreme urgency for this request because it has been reported that 
hospitals throughout foe region could be out of space even before foe December holidays commence.

1 THEREFORE MOVE that the City’ Council direct the Emergency Management Department to work with foe Los 
Angeles County Department of Health and report back to the foil Council immediately on an emergency 
implementation plan to manage the possible shortage of hospital beds, medical professionals and Personal Protective 
Equipment due to the ongoing and tragic COV1D-19 spike. And to report back on foe worst case scenarios, so that 
they can be averted with strong and proactive action.

I FURTHER MOVE that the City' Council direct the Emcigoncv Management Department to work with the Fire 
Department, Building and Safety' Department, Department of Transportation, and Bureau of Street Services to 
streamline and facilitate every permitting issue that could bottleneck the creation of temporary emergency medical 
facilities to address foe COVID surge, including street closures, erection of tents, and use of parking lots.

PAULKORETZ ^
Councilmcmbcr. 5* District

DEC 0 1 2020 PRESENTED BY:

SECONDED BY:
MITCH O’FARRELL 
Councilmember, 13th District


