
PLANNING AND LAND USE 
MANAGEMENTMOTION

Over the past couple of years, illegal casinos and gambling establishments have proliferated across the 
City of Los Angeles. These gambling establishments are not only illegal, but are a blight on local 
communities. They are typically operated by gangs and organized crime, and often are magnets for 
other crimes such as assaults, burglaries, prostitution and narcotics activity.

In 2018, the Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) executed 12 search warrants for illegal casinos; in 
2019, that number exploded to 48 warrants. The problem has continued unabated during the 
coronavirus pandemic. By its nature, LAPD's criminal enforcement activities are reactive, after an illegal 
gambling establishment has begun operating. The City should explore proactive measures to deter 
commercial property owners from leasing to operators of gambling establishments, and to incentivize 
them to terminate leases when illegal activity becomes known. This serves a dual purpose of eliminating 
gambling dens and providing tools other than LAPD enforcement.

To address the problem of illegal cannabis businesses, the City has proposed or enacted ordinances 
aimed at deterring commercial property owners from leasing to unlicensed cannabis businesses and 
that give City departments other than LAPD to take actions to shut down illegal operations, including 
authorizing the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power to shut off utilities (CF #14-0366-S24); 
authorizing the Department of Building and Safety to padlock, barricade and fence properties where 
illegal commercial cannabis activity is occurring (CF #20-14-0366-Sl); and authorizing City department to 
recover enforcement costs from property owners (CF #14-0366-S28).

Also, to address and prevent various types of code violations, Council has instructed various City 
departments to report back on deterrence tools aimed at property owners (CF #20-0975).

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council INSTRUCT the Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety, 
in consultation with the Department of City Planning, Los Angeles Department of Water and Power, and 
the Los Angeles Police Department, to report back with 60 days on tools that could be adopted to deter 
and civilly punish operation of illegal gambling establishments, including but not limited to LADWP shut
offs, Certificate of Occupancy holds or revocations, permit prohibitions on the same or related 
properties, fines, and scorched earth penalties.
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