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January 18, 2021

The Honorable Members of the Planning and Land Use Committee 
200 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Re: ENDORSE - Cannabis License Renewal Fee Extension - PLUM Committee Meeting Thursday, 
January 20, 2021, Agenda Item No. 3 - CF 20-1586

Dear Honorable Members of the Planning and Land Use Committee:

For the reasons discussed below, Americans for Safe Access (ASA) urges the honorable committee 
members to pass the motion attached to Council File 20-1586, which would temporarily allow for 
the late payment of cannabis license renewal fees.

The proposed extension to pay cannabis renewal fees does not waive penalties, which are extensive. 
In one scenario they are assessed at 100% of the license fee. The extension automatically sunsets 
when the Covid-19 Crisis is over. If the payment extension does not become law, a recent news 
article predicts that nearly 60 businesses will be forced to close immediately. i

Losing nearly one-fifth of the supply chain all at once will have a material effect on the ability of 
medical cannabis patients and consumers to access cannabis goods for therapeutic use in the midst 
of a global pandemic. Our organization is deeply concerned that refusing to treat the cannabis 
industry as the City does other businesses the result will be a devastating disruption of safe access 
to medical cannabis for patients who need this therapeutic relief more than ever in these difficult 
times. Ensuring patients had safe access to medical cannabis has been a core policy of the City since 
2007. Failing to enact a mechanism for late payment of renewal fees will materially affect this policy.

Allowing for the late payment of renewal fees coupled with substantial penalties is not a gift, it is a 
temporary solution which cannabis businesses desperately need. If it is not forthcoming many 
cannabis businesses will have to close their doors. We respectfully urge the honorable Committee 
Members to pass this important motion when it comes before them.
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ASA would deeply appreciate it if the Honorable Committee would designate the motion as an 
urgency matter, so that the City Council might act on the motion as soon as possible.

Please feel free to contact me for more background information or if you have any questions relating 
to this issue. I can be reached at (805) 279-8229 or industry(5)safeaccessnow.org

Sincerel'

■Sarah Armstrong JD 
Director of Industry Affairs 
Americans for Safe Access

Cc: The Honorable Members of the Los Angeles City Council 
Council Staff Assigned to the Cannabis Issue 
The Honorable Mayor Garcetti 
Mayoral Staff Assigned to the Cannabis Issue 
Ms. Cat Packer
The Los Angeles Cannabis Regulation Commission 
Mr. Don Duncan

1 See: MJ Biz article: "Nearly 60 Los Angeles cannabis businesses poised to lose licenses on New Year’s Day" "... The licensees in question - which 

appear to be a mixture of retailers, distributors and perhaps other business types - represent roughly 14% of the 418 marijuana business permits 

issued to date by the city, according to the L.A. Department of Cannabis Regulation (DCR).’’ Link to the article at: https: / /mibizdailv.com /nearlv-60- 

los-angeles-cannabis-businesses-poised-to-lose-licenses-on-ian-1-2021/
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