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The Los Angeles Times has reported that more than 50,000 Black and Latino middle and high school 
students in the City did not regularly participate in the Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD)’s main 
platform for virtual classrooms after campuses closed in March due to the Coronavirus. Compounding these 
disparities is that Black and Latino households disproportionately work essential front-line jobs that expose 
them to health risks and may prevent them from supporting student learning at home. Other barriers include 
the lack of reliable high speed internet, which further constrains educational access to thousands of 
students across the City. Research by McKinsey & Company has found that lack of access, coupled with 
inadequate help at home and a quiet place to learn, means that lower income Black and Hispanic children 
may struggle. Researchers found that the average learning loss for students is seven months if in-school 
instruction doesn’t resume until January 2021. However, Black students may fall behind by 10.3 months, 
Hispanic students by 9.2 months, and low-income students by more than a year. School closures may also 
increase high-school drop-out rates, according to McKinsey.

To address learning disparities caused by COVID-19, the Council created two programs to assist with 
distance learning. In August 2020, Council approved the Alternative Learning Centers Program managed by 
the Department of Recreation and Parks and funded with a mix of Coronavirus Relief Funds (CRF) and 
Community Development Block Grant Coronavirus Funds (CDBG-CV). The program offers safe, structured 
learning centers and after school programs for elementary and middle school students at 50 recreation 
centers across the City from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm. The centers feature supervised learning spaces, internet 
access, and recreational activities. In November 2020, the Council additionally allocated CDBG-CV funding 
to the YMCA of Metropolitan Los Angeles to launch FEED LA, an initiative to address food insecurity in 
low-income neighborhoods and to bridge the digital divide. FEED LA will provide 2 million grab and go 
meals and 800,000 produce boxes for families, and will increase equitable access to in-person and virtual 
tutoring support to lower-income youth across 16 Community Empowerment Hubs, reaching a total of 
10,000 students.

There is currently a surge of Coronavirus cases in Los Angeles County, with 13,815 cases reported on 
December 11, 2020, with total cases totaling 501,635. While LAUSD continues to plan to reopen campuses 
to modified in-person instruction, the surge of cases is leaving families uncertain of what educational options 
will be available for their children in 2021. Funding for the Alternative Learning Centers Program will expire 
January 31, 2020. In light of the many challenges facing students of color and low-income students during 
this pandemic, the Department of Recreation and Parks, Housing and Community Investment Department, 
and Chief Legislative Analyst should report to the Council on a status of the Alternative Learning Centers 
and Community Empowerment Hubs programs, provide recommendations to further help close the learning 
gap for students of color, and identify funding to extend the Safer at Parks, Alternative Learning Centers 
program.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Department of Recreation and Parks be directed to report to the Council with 
a status of the Alternative Learning Centers Program, including the number of students served by each 
location and recommendations to further help close the learning gap for students of color.

I FURTHER MOVE that the Housing and Community Investment Department be directed to report to the 
Council with a status of the Community Empowerment Hub Program, including recommendations to further 
help close the learning gap for students of color.
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I FURTHER MOVE that the Housing and Community Investment Department and Chief Legislative Analyst 
be directed to identify additional Community Development Block Grant Coronavirus Funds (CDBG-CV) to 
extend the Alternative Learning Centers Program and report to Council with a funding recommendation.
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