
RULES, ELECTIONS, INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATION:

RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, 
regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body or 
agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the 
concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, currently pending before the State Senate is a bill, SB 556 (Dodd), which would require 
local governments to provide space and capacity on street light poles, traffic signal poles, utility poles, 
and other publicly-owned infrastructure to telecommunication providers; and

WHEREAS, this bill would also create ambiguity in the fees that local governments are allowed to 
charge telecommunication providers for access to public infrastructure under federal regulations; and

WHEREAS, SB 556 would significantly undermine local governments’ ability to regulate and 
manage the public right-of-way in line with federal standards, limiting cities’ ability to take local 
design and appearance standards, traffic safety, and the protection of historical resources into account 
when allowing the installation of telecommunication infrastructure within the public right-of-way;
and

WHEREAS, the City has supported efforts to deploy broadband technology, including developing 
standards for cutting-edge utility installation methods within the public right-of-way, with an 
emphasis on expanding access to underserved communities and cutting costs for users; and

WHEREAS, SB 556 does nothing to target expanding broadband connection to underserved 
communities, while simultaneously limiting the City’s ability to manage its own public right-of-way 
and public infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, the City has opposed past legislation and administrative actions that remove local 
authority, especially in matters that restrict the City’s ability to govern the use of our public 
infrastructure;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption 
of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2021-2022 State Legislative 
Program OPPOSITION to SB 556 (Dodd), which would require local governments to provide 
telecommunication providers with space on street light poles, traffic signal poles, utility poles, and 
other publicly-owned infrastructure.

PRESENTED BY:
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Councilmember, 3rd District
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