
RULES, ELECTIONS, INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATION~ 

RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic and resulting economic crisis, which has especially hurt low-income 
families of color, has made clear the importance of providing robust protections for renters, and led to a 
recognition that housing justice is a key factor in achieving racial justice; and 

WHEREAS, although State legislation, including AB 3088 and SB 91, and the local eviction moratorium in 
Article 14.6 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code, have succeeded in curbing evictions, many California 
tenants continue to find themselves sued for unlawful detainer, and because they do not have access to 
legal representation, they cannot take full advantage of these legal protections; and 

WHEREAS, Assembly Bill1487 (Gabriel) would create a framework for providing eviction prevention 
services and legal assistance to vulnerable renters and establish a Homeless Prevention Fund; and 

WHEREAS, 85% of Californians facing a civil legal issue receive little or no legal help because there still is 
only one legal aid lawyer for every 5,500 Californians eligible for their services; and in eviction 
proceedings, this justice gap is especially profound, where property owners have legal representation in 
81% of all eviction matters as compared to only 3% of tenants, a disproportionate number of whom are 
individuals and families of color; and 

WHEREAS, in Los Angeles, while 8% of the region's population is Black, more than 35% of the more than 
four people who die each day on the streets due to a lack of shelter are Black; and this is not just a 
matter of racial justice, but also a matter of life and death; and 

WHEREAS, AB 1487 directly addresses this justice gap by providing efficient, cost-effective legal services 
in eviction matters; was drafted in collaboration with numerous advocates as well as those experiencing 
housing insecurity to design a program that will rely on the Legal Services Trust Fund Commission, an 
entity which already administers numerous grants to legal aid organizations; and allows for a diverse 
array of services and encourages collaboration by leveraging its own impact through the robust use of 
volunteer legal services; and 

WHEREAS, studies have demonstrated that investments in eviction defense programs promote 
settlement agreements, reduce court costs and backlogs, and, critically, reduce the tragedy of 
homelessness; and studies conducted both in Los Angeles and other jurisdictions around the country 
show that no less than $4.50 in value is returned to the community for each dollar invested in ensuring 
access to justice; and 

WHEREAS, the Homeless ness Prevention Fund program requires funding to provide these much-needed 
services; and the State should provide at least $200 million in funding from its significant budget surplus 
and/or the $26 billion worth of funding from the American Recovery Act; and 

WHEREAS, AB 1487 and State funding for implementation furthers the City's prior call for the State to 
take such action (CF#21-0002-S68); 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with concurrence of the Mayor, that by adoption of this Resolution, 
the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2021-2022 State Legislative Program SUPPORT for AB1487, 
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which would establish would create a framework for providing eviction prevention services and legal 

assistance to vulnerable renters and establish a Homeless Prevention Fund; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, with concurrence of the Mayor, that by adoption of this Resolution, the City 

of Los Angeles hereby also includes in its 2021-2022 State Legislative Program SUPPORT for legislative 
action that would provide at least $200 million in State funding for this program. 
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