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REPORT OF THE 
CHIEF LEGISLATIVE ANALYST 

 
DATE:   
 
TO: Honorable Members of the Rules, Elections, and Intergovernmental Relations 

Committee  
             

FROM: Sharon M. Tso   Council File No:       21-0002-S118   
  Chief Legislative Analyst             Assignment No:       21-05-0382 

 
SUBJECT: H.R. 1280 (Bass) the George Floyd Justice in Policing Act of 2021  
 
CLA RECOMMENDATION:  Adopt the attached Resolution (Ridley-Thomas – Price – Harris-
Dawson - Rodriguez) to include in the City’s 2021-2022 Federal Legislative Program SUPPORT 
for H.R. 1280, the George Floyd Justice in Policing Act of 2021, which would hold law 
enforcement accountable for misconduct in court, improve transparency through data collection, 
and reform police training and policies.  
 
SUMMARY  
On May 1, 2021, a Resolution (Ridley-Thomas – Price – Harris-Dawson - Rodriguez) was 
introduced in support of H.R. 1280 (Bass), the George Floyd Justice in Policing Act of 2021. The 
Resolution states that the killing of George Floyd by a Minneapolis police officer on May 25, 2020 
spawned major protests across the country, and these protests have spawned a significant push for 
changes to how policing in conducted and how police officers guilty of misconduct are held to 
account.  
 
The Resolution states that H.R. 1280 was introduced in response to calls for reform, and would 
make systemic changes to policing across the United States, and would make it easier to hold to 
account officers who abuse their authority or who engage in criminal activity.  The Resolution, 
therefore, seeks an official position of the City of Los Angeles to support H.R. 1280 (Bass). 
 
BACKGROUND 
Over the last year, there has been a concerted effort to reform policing across the United States, in 
response to the killing of George Floyd by a Minneapolis police officer as well as in response to 
other high-profile shootings by police of unarmed black men across the country over recent years.  
 
H.R. 1280 was introduced in response to these calls for reform, and represents a comprehensive 
legislative approach to changing how policing is conducted in the United States. This bill would 
establish a national standard for the operation of police departments, mandate data collection 
relative to police encounters, reprogram existing grant funding to transform policing, and 
streamline federal law to prosecute officers who use excessive force.  
 
This bill includes many priorities of police reform advocates, including the prohibition of 
chokeholds and “no-knock” warrants in drug cases at the federal level, and conditions federal 
funding for state and local law enforcement agencies on banning them at the state and local level. 
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The bill also conditions federal grant funding to state and local law enforcement agencies on 
changes to use of force by requiring grantees to change their standard from whether the use of 
force was “reasonable” to whether the use of force was “necessary.” 
  
This bill makes is easier to hold police officers who engage in misconduct to account by expanding 
the ability of the Department of Justice’s Civil Rights Division to investigate police misconduct 
by giving it subpoena power, and by creating a federal grant program for state attorneys general to 
develop authority to conduct independent investigations into problematic local law enforcement 
agencies in their states.  
 
This bill also includes a number of new training standards for police officers, including the creation 
of a national law enforcement accreditation standard, based on the findings of President Obama’s 
Taskforce on 21st Century Policing, and creates law enforcement development and training 
programs to develop best practices.  
 
H.R 1280 is supported by over 100 civil rights organizations, as well as by a number of political 
leaders in the Country, including the President.   
  
BILL STATUS 
 02/24/2021  Introduced. 
 02/24/2021  Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and in addition to the 

Committees on Armed Services, and Energy and Commerce, for a 
period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case 
for consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction 
of the committee concerned. 

 03/03/2021  Passed/agreed to in the House. On passage passed by the Yeas and 
Nays (220-212).  

 03/09/2021  Received in the Senate. 
 
  
  
  
 

 
 
 

 
____________________________ 
  Joshua W. Drake  
  Analyst   
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Attachments: Resolution (Ridley-Thomas – Price – Harris-Dawson - Rodriguez)  
   
 



RULES. ELECTIONS. INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATW1'
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, 
rules, regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental 
body or agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with 
the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, the killing of George Floyd by a Minneapolis Police Officer on May 25, 2020 
spawned major protests against police brutality and racism across the United States; and

WHEREAS, as a result these protests, there has been a significant push across the country 
for changes to how policing is conducted in this country and how police officers guilty of 
misconduct are held to account; and

WHEREAS, in response to this, H.R. 1280 (Bass) the George Floyd Justice in Policing Act 
of 2021 was introduced; and

WHEREAS, H.R. 1280 would make systematic reforms to policing in the United States by 
creating a “National Police Misconduct Registry” to collect data on misconduct allegations for 
police departments nationwide, dissolving qualified immunity from liability for peace officers, 
banning some types of no-knock warrants and choke holds, and by encouraging significant reform 
to police training and policies; and

WHEREAS, H.R. 1280 would have a significant impact on how policing is conducted in 
the United States, and would make it much easier for officers who abuse their authority or who 
engage in criminal activity to account; and

WHEREAS, the reforms included in H.R. 1280 are long overdue, and would ensure that 
police officers nationwide are held to a high standard, address certain practices by police officers 
that are unnecessarily dangerous and are no longer used, and that those that have been impacted 
by police misconduct can seek redress;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the 
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2021 - 2022 Federal 
Legislative Program SUPPORT for H.R. 1280 (Bass), the George Floyd Justice in Policing Act of 
2021, which would hold law enforcement accountable for misconduct in court, improve 
transparency through data collection, and reform police training and policies.
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