
RULES, ELECTIONS, INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, 
regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body or 
agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the 
of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, telecommunication and utility companies have been developing and improving 
technologies to reduce the impact and cost of installing utilities, including broadband infrastructure, 
which often require cutting into sidewalks, curbs, and roadways; and

WHEREAS, the increased deployment of fiber optic lines has the potential to enhance current 
internet speeds and expand high-speed connectivity to a wider population; and

WHEREAS, micro-trenching is a newer, low-impact method of installing utilities that only 
requires making small cuts into streets compared to standard open trench excavations, which require 
telecommunication companies to dig significant trenches within the public right-of-way to install utility 
connections; and

WHEREAS, pending before the State Assembly is a bill, SB 378 (Gonzalez), which would 
require local governments to allow micro-trenching for the installation of fiber lines; and

WHEREAS, the City has already moved nimbly to allow for innovative utility deployment 
methodologies, including authorizing the use of micro-trenching in 2019; and

WHEREAS, micro-trenching is still a relatively new technology that still warrants careful review 
and assessment and is not suitable for use on certain types of pavements, including concrete streets; and

WHEREAS, SB 378, as it is currently written, does not include exemptions for non-asphalt 
pavements or sunset provisions to ensure a review of micro-trenching’s real-world performance; and

WHEREAS, the City is committed to working with telecommunication providers to facilitate the 
deployment of fiber and wireless facilities, but seeks to ensure that such deployment does not interfere 
with the maintenance, durability, and safety of our own infrastructure;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the 
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2021-2022 State Legislative 
Program SUPPORT for SB 378 (Gonzalez), which would require local agencies to allow for the use of 
micro-trenching for installing fiber cable lines, IF AMENDED to include (a) a sunset provision 
to assess the impacts of micro-trenching on public infrastructure; (b) exemptions for 
asphalt pavements; and (c) provisions allowing local agencies to establish standards for the 
allowable types and locations of microtrenching procedures, equipment, materials and restoration 
methods.
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