
RESOLUTION RULES, ELECTKlNS, INTERGOVERNMENTAL RElATION~ 

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, 
regulations, or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state, or federal governmental body or agency 
must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the 
Mayor; and 

WHEREAS, immigrant farmworkers make up an estimated 73 percent of agriculture workers in 
the United States and are considered "essential workers" by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security; 
and 

WHEREAS, farmworkers put food on our tables and stimulate the economy - from dairy farms in 
Wisconsin to strawberry fields in California and apple orchards in Washington; and 

WHEREAS, agricultural work requires great skill and is relentless, exhausting, and often involves 
dangerous and hazardous working conditions; and 

WHEREAS, all across the country, farmworkers spend extremely long hours harvesting crops in 
all types of weather while risking injury or illness from heavy equipment or pesticide exposure; and 

WHEREAS, undocumented farmworkers often find themselves working for abusive employers 
who exploit them for cheap labor and, in many cases, are not paid for their labor; and 

WHEREAS, according to the American Farm Bureau Federation the U.S. agriculture industry 
needs 1.5 to 2 million workers each year and, in 2019, 56 percent of California farmers reported being 
unable to find all the workers they needed over the last five years; and 

WHEREAS, on March 18, 2021, the House passed H.R. 1603 - The Farm Worliforce 
Modernization Act of2021- which would provide undocumented farmworkers and their families with a 
path to legal immigration status and citizenship, revise the H -2A agricultural guestworker program to 
address some employer and worker concerns, and impose mandatory employment verification (E-Veri:ty) 
in agriculture; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles should support H.R. 1603 to create a path for legal 
immigration status for undocumented farmworkers, create protections for farmworkers and employers, and 
ensure the industry grows its pool of available workers; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by adoption of 
this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2021-2022 Federal Legislative Program 
SUPPORT of H.R. 1603 - The Farm Worliforce Modernization Act of 2021 -which would provide 
undocumented farmworkers and their families with a path to legal immigration status and citizenship, revise 
the H-2A agricultural guestworker program to address some employer and worker concerns, and impose 
mandatory employment verification (E-Verify) in agriculture. 
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