
RESOLUTION RULES, ELECTIONS, INTERGOVERNMENTAl RElATIO~ 
WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation rules, regulations, or policies 

proposed to or pending before a local, state, or federal governmental body or agency must have first been adopted in the 
form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and 

WHEREAS, the United Nations declared enforced disappearance a crime against humanity in its 1992 Declaration 
on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and decl ared August 30 the International Day of the Victims 
of Enforced Disappearances; and 

WHEREAS, enforced disappearance, used by dictators to spread terror, occurs when people are arrested, detained 
or abducted against their will or otherwise deprived of their liberty, often followed by a refusal by government officials to 
disclose the fate or whereabouts ofthe persons concerned or a refusal to acknowledge the deprivation oftheir iiberty, which 
places such persons outside the protection of the law; and 

WHEREAS, between 1980 and 1992, El Salvador endured a civil war that resulted in the death of more than 75,000 
men, women, and children; the forced disappearance at least 10,000 individuals; and the forced migration of at least one 
million people; and 

WHEREAS, during the civil war, the U.S. Government provided more than $4 billion in U.S . tax dollars for training 
and aid to the Salvadoran military that resulted in further repression of the people of El Salvador; and 

WHEREAS, the families and friends of the victims of enforced disappearance have experienced post-traumatic 
stress disorder, mental anguish, and uncertainty whether responsible parties will face punishment; and 

WHEREAS, the mothers and relatives of the victims of enforced disappearance in El Salvador and abroad have 
been searching for the whereabouts of their loved ones for decades and have the right to seek reparations and to demand 
truth and justice; and 

WHEREAS, the Los Angeles City Council has designated August 30, 2021 as International Day of the Vi ctims of 
Enforced Disappearances in El Salvador as a special tribute to Salvadorans who form the third largest Latino community in 
the United States, with nearly 300,000 residing in Los Angeles and over two million nationwide; and 

WHEREAS, enforced disappearance undermines the deepest values of any society committed to respect for the rule 
of law, human rights and fundamental freedoms, and the systematic practice of such acts is a crime against humanity; and 

WHEREAS, by requesting the federal government to declassify U.S. records that relate to enforced disappearance 
in El Salvador, the infom1ation dignifies the victims and may bring peace to their families; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concun·ence of the Mayor, that by adoption of this Resolution, 
the City of Los Angeles includes in its 2021-2022 Federal Legislative Program SUPPORT and/or SPONSORSHIP for 
leg1slative or administrative action which would declassify U.S. records that relate to enforced disappearance in El Salvador 
and other human rights violations Ll,at took place during the Salvadoran civil war: > /.~ 
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