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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles, with respect to legislation, 
rules, regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state, or federal governmental 
body or agency must have first been adopted in the fonn of a Resolution by the City Council with 
the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic has significantly impacted the writing industry, 
which further accelerated the decline in full-time writing positions in newsrooms and other 
publications; and

WHEREAS, in April 2020, the New York Times estimated that 36,000 workers at news 
outlets had been laid off, or had their positions reduced; and

WHEREAS, the 1935 Federal Writers’ Project was included as one of the New Deal jobs 
programs, and employed writers, librarians, clerks, researchers, editors, and historians for a 
number of purposes, including documenting the effects of the Great Depression; and

WHEREAS, the 1935 Federal Writers’ Project provided employment to roughly 10,000 
individuals over its duration; and

WHEREAS, HR 3054 (Lieu), the 21st Century Federal Writers’ Project Act, would create 
a modern version of the 1935 Federal Writers’ Project, aimed at recording the societal impacts of 
the COVID-19 pandemic in the United States; and

WHEREAS, HR 3054 would provide $60 million in funding to nonprofit institutions of 
higher education, newsrooms, public or nonprofit libraries, and communications unions or guilds 
to support unemployed and underemployed writers working to record the impacts of the COVID- 
19 pandemic on American society;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the 
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2021-2022 Federal 
Legislative Program SUPPORT for HR 3054 (Lieu), the 21 st Century Federal Writers’ Project Act, 
which would create a grant program to provide funding for organizations to employ individuals to 
document the broad impacts and effects of the COVID-19 pandemic in the United States.
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