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Resolution to support legislation to secure a right to high quality public education.SUBJECT:

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution (Buscaino - Martinez) to include in the City’s 
2021-2022 State Legislative Program SUPPORT for any legislation that would guarantee public 
school students a civil right to a high quality public education.

SUMMARY
Resolution (Buscaino - Martinez) notes that, in spite of the Brown v Board of Education ruling 
that education shall be provided to all students on an equal basis, the Los Angeles Unified School 
District’s achievement gap for low-income students and students of color continue to persist, 
which has denied generations of children access to high quality public education.

Multiple attempts have been made throughout the years to advocate for a right to high quality 
public education for California students in light of the achievement gap. The already in place 
systemic inequities that led to the achievement gap have further widened as a result of the COVID- 
19 pandemic, despite continued calls to provide students with equal access to education and 
educational resources during the pandemic.

The Resolution recommends support for any legislation that would guarantee public school 
students a civil right to a high quality public education.

BACKGROUND
The Resolution (Buscaino - Martinez) notes that the California Constitution already requires the 
State legislature to provide a system of common schools. This requirement has been interpreted 
by the California Supreme Court as a fundamental right to education, but this right has yet to be 
interpreted in such a way to secure equity in educational quality or outcomes.

Students from the Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) drafted a “Student Bill of Rights,’ 
which was unanimously adopted by the LAUSD Board of Education at its June 23, 2020 meeting. 
The LAUSD Student Bill of Rights acknowledges that “the right to a quality education is a basic 
right of all students.” Numerous lawsuits related to this issue have been filed in recent years in 
California, such as Robles-Wong v California; Campaign for Quality Education v California; and 
Vergara v California. The decisions in these cases have largely deferred to the California State 
Legislature to make policy changes that would effectuate the goal of ensuring a quality education 
to all children in California.



Most recently, seven families, along with the Community Coalition, and the Oakland REACH 
filed a suit against the State for failing to uphold the already limited right to education afforded by 
the California Constitution during the COVID-19 pandemic. The complaint notes that remote 
learning has widened the already significant opportunity gap for underserved students.

On September 30, 2020, Governor Newsom vetoed AB 1835 (Weber), which intended to close a 
loophole that currently allows local education agencies and charter schools to misappropriate funds 
that are earmarked for vulnerable student populations. While this legislation would not have 
secured a right to high quality education for all students, it would have taken steps toward 
addressing the widening achievement gap. The Resolution (Buscaino - Martinez) calls for support 
for any legislation to guarantee a civil right to high quality education for all children in California.
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Attachment: Resolution



RULES, ELECTIONS, AND 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, 
regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body 
or agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the 
concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles will never reach its full potential without empowering the 
children of our city with the education they need to achieve the future they deserve; and

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles has an existential stake in guaranteeing a quality public 
education for its children; and

WHEREAS, in the landmark 1954 Brown v Board of Education US Supreme Court decision, 
former California governor and Chief Justice Earl Warren articulated the foundational role that a 
quality public education plays in fulfilling the responsibilities of citizenship:

“Today, education is perhaps the most important function of state and local 
governments... It is the very foundation of good citizenship... In these days, it is doubtful 
that any child may reasonably be expected to succeed in life if he is denied an education. 
Such an opportunity, where the state has undertaken to provide it, is a right which must 
be made available to all on an equal basis; ” and

WHEREAS, today, six decades removed from Brown, LAUSD's achievement gap for low 
income students and students of color continues to persist - denying generations of children 
access to a high quality public education “on an equal basis” simply because of the color of their 
skin or the numbers in their zip code, while highlighting at best a pernicious achievement gap 
and at worst widespread institutional racism; and

WHEREAS, the California Constitution already commands that the state legislature shall provide 
for a system of common schools. The California Supreme Court has interpreted that language to 
be a fundamental right to education, which is essential for the “preservation of other basic civil 
and political rights” {Serrano v. Priest 1976); and

WHEREAS, the California Supreme Court has interpreted that fundamental right in Serrano and 
subsequent cases to encompass important inputs to public education such as equity in funding, 
school days, and resources. However, the courts have not historically expanded the scope of this 
right to include results that serve children, such as educational equity and quality; and

WHEREAS, parents and advocates have organized around multiple attempts over many years in 
the legislature and in the judiciary to establish a right to a high quality public education for 
California students, especially low income students and students of color, but have not yet 
prevailed; and



WHEREAS, the creation of a legal right to a high quality public education is the logical next step 
in California’s jurisprudence. Educational quality is the flip side of the same constitutional coin 
originally established in Serrano, rooted in the spirit of Brown; and

WHEREAS, the pandemic has exacerbated massive systemic inequities, while also exposing 
students, parents, and educators to new ways of learning and new approaches to teaching; and

WHEREAS, in response, on June 22, 2020 the LAUSD unanimously adopted a “Student Bill of 
Rights,” establishing that “In LA Unified, the right to a quality education is a basic right of all 
students;” elaborating that “For all students to have a quality education, they also have the right 
to be taught by a highly qualified and skilled teacher;” and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the 
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2021-2022 State 
Legislative Program SUPPORT for any legislation that would guarantee public school students 
their civil right to a high quality public education.

PRESENTED BY:
JOE BUSCAINO (verbal) 
Councilmember, ^“District

SECONDED BY:
NURY MARTINEZ (verbal)
Councilmember, 6th District


