
RULES, ELECTIONS S NlERGOVERlEffll RELATIONSRESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the on-set incident on October 21, 2021, in New Mexico during which Halyna Hutchins, 
the cinematographer for the film, “Rust,” was tragically killed and the director, Joel Souza, was injured when a 
handgun held by actor/co-producer Alec Baldwin discharged has raised questions about the efficacy and value 
of using real weapons on movie and television shoots; and

WHEREAS, existing filming regulations are intended to prevent real firearms and live ammunition from 
creating tragedies such as this one; and

WHEREAS, unfortunately, the reliability of these regulations depends upon the level of experience, 
diligence and professionalism of the weapons master or armorer employed to oversee the maintenance, 
safekeeping and use of such weapons; and

WHEREAS, deviations from the prescribed procedures can lead to dangerous situations such as that 
which occurred on the “Rust” set in which the required chain-of-custody for the handgun in question was 
broken, leading to fail-safe measures not being employed; and

WHEREAS, there previously have been similar tragedies on movie and television sets involving the 
misuse of handguns, including the death of actors Jon-Erik Hexum and Brandon Lee, which also could be 
attributed to breakdowns in the on-set rules and procedures; and

WHEREAS, comments from “Rust” crew indicate that the Baldwin incident was not the only firearms- 
related problem occurring on this shoot, and that crew members used the firearms on-hand for target practice 
using live ammunition, which should not have been brought on location; and

WHEREAS, the Los Angeles Times and a member of the California State Legislature have recently 
suggested that the best way to avoid these kinds of incidents would be to more forcibly regulate the presence of 
live ammunition and guns used for the purpose of filmmaking; and

WHEREAS, State Senator David Cortese has announced his intention to introduce legislation to ban 
live” or “hot” guns on movie and television productions; and

WHERAS, the Los Angeles Times opined that, because technology has reached a point where the use of 
guns can economically be replaced with technology and that guns are used in production more often than they 
are in real life, there is no need for real guns or live ammunition in such productions.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption of 
this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2021-2022 State Legislative Program SUPPORT 
for any legislation and/or administrative action that will eliminate live guns and ammun 
television and motion picture productions and thus eliminate the possibility of human error in the handling of 
guns and ammunition that could lead to tragedies such as that which occurred on October 21st.
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PRESENTED BY:
PAUL KORETZ 
Councilmember, 5th District Q
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