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SUBJECT: Resolution to Support the California Yes! Immigrants Moving Forward Campaign 

 

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt the attached Resolution to include in the City’s 2021-22 Federal 

Legislative Program SUPPORT for the California Statewide Campaign Yes! Immigrants Moving 

Forward, to urge the Congress and the President of the United States to pass legislation that provides a 

permanent solution with a pathway to citizenship for all 11 million undocumented immigrants.  

 

SUMMARY 

On December 15, 2020, Resolution (Martinez-DeLeon-Cedillo-Rodriguez; C.F. 21-0002-S19) was 

introduced to support the California Statewide Campaign Yes! Immigrants Moving Forward to urge the 

Congress and President to pass legislation that provide a permanent solution with a pathway to citizenship 

for the 11 million undocumented immigrants living in the United States.   

The Resolution states that the City of Los Angeles has been a place of refuge for immigrants and refugees 

escaping from war, natural disasters, and political and economic turmoil in their home countries.  The 

Resolution also states that despite contributing greatly to the economic, cultural, and social fabric of the 

United States, immigrants undergo daily attacks.   

According to the Resolution, the U.S. is currently operating under an antiquated and harmful immigration 

system that has not adapted to the needs of economic, climate and demographic realities in the U.S. and 

globally.  The Resolution notes that the last time a legalization program was approved by Congress was 

in 1996 and, thereafter, Congress has exclusively focused on enforcement-only policies leading to a 

broken immigration system characterized by the deportation of over twenty million immigrants many 

accompanied by their U.S. citizen children.   

The Resolution states that since the advent of the Trump Administration, an even more inhumane and 

chaotic immigration landscape emerged, and, that the President, counseled by white supremacist 

ideologies, has weaponized his executive power to further criminalize immigrants, separate families, and 

dismantle the current legal immigration system. 

The Resolution also states that former President Trump has used his executive and administrative power 

to eliminate existing legal protections such as Temporary Protected Status (TPS) and the Deferred Action 

for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), subvert the asylum process and shut other doors to refuge by adding 

obstacles for the lawful migration of poor and non-white immigrants. 
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According to the Resolution, the California Statewide Campaign, Yes! Immigrants Moving Forward is an 

effort lead by immigrant advocacy groups that promote federal policy proposals directed to the Biden 

Administration with the purpose of uplifting undocumented immigrants. 

The Resolution indicates that the City should urge the Biden Administration to utilize its executive powers 

to provide temporary protection for immigrants, until a permanent solutions is enacted by Congress, 

including but not limited to a moratorium on deportations, Parole in Place, Deferred Enforced Departure, 

TPS, and a modernized version of DACA. 

The Resolution, therefore, recommends that the City include in its 2021-2022 Federal Legislative Program 

support for the Yes! Immigrants Moving Forward campaign to urge Congress and the President to pass 

legislation that provides a permanent solution with a pathway to citizenship for all 11 million 

undocumented immigrants. 

BACKGROUND 

Below is a summary of the Yes! Immigrants Moving Forward campaign and key provisions in the 

immigration proposal issued by the Biden Administration. 

 

YES! Immigrants Moving Forward Campaign 

The Yes! Immigrants Moving Forward campaign is a statewide community-based effort to collectively 

urge the Biden Administration to implement the federal immigration reforms: 

 

 End to deportations and detention. 

 Roll back former Trump Administration anti-immigrant measures. 

 Develop and enact a humane immigration reform bill. 

 COVID-19 relief for immigrants. 

In addition, the campaign outlined the following policy reforms: 

1. Provide immediate protection for immigrants and their families. 

2. Recognize citizenship with humanity and dignity for all immigrants. 

3. Safeguard family unity as a cornerstone of immigration. 

4. Uphold constitutional, human, and civil rights of all immigrants. 

5. Strengthen the labor rights of all immigrant workers. 

6. Roll back and overseeing immigration enforcement programs. 

7. Advance immigrant integration. 

8. Plan for the future flow of migration. 

9. Foster a humane foreign policy and engaging as an active good global citizen. 

10. Recognize immigration as necessary for the revitalization of the American economy.  

Support of the proposed Yes! Immigrants Moving Forward statewide campaign is consistent with the 

City’s support of immigrants.  

 

  

         _______________________ 

         Felipe Valladolid Chavez 

         Analyst 

 

Attachment: Resolution (Martinez-DeLeon-Cedillo-Rodriguez) 



RESOLUTION m KRtft y.W,yH

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, regulations 
or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body or agency must have first 
been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles to advance the best interests of its residents has been a place of refuge for 
immigrants and refugees escaping from war, natural disasters and political and economic turmoil in their 
countries of origin; and

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles has the largest share of immigrants of any major U.S. city and population 
who despite greatly contributing economically, culturally and socially, to the United States, undergo daily 
attacks; and

WHEREAS, the United States is currently operating under an antiquated and harmful immigration system that 
has not adapted to the needs of economic, climate and demographic realities here at home and globally. Most 
importantly, continuously fails to recognize the full humanity and dignity of immigrants; and

WHEREAS, the last time a legalization program was approved by Congress was in 1986. Thereafter, Congress 
has exclusively focused on enforcement-only policies leading to a broken immigration system characterized by 
the deportation of over twenty million immigrants many accompanied by their U.S. citizen children; and

WHEREAS, since the advent of the current Administration an even more inhumane and chaotic immigration 
landscape has emerged. Since day one, counseled by advisors with ties to white supremacist ideologies, the 
President has weaponized his executive power to further criminalize immigrants, separate families, and 
dismantle the current legal immigration system by a thousand cuts; and

WHEREAS, specifically, he has used his Executive and Administrative power to eliminate existing legal 
protections such as Temporary Protected Status (TPS) and Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), 
subvert the asylum process and shut other doors to refuge by adding obstacles for the lawful migration of poor 
and non-white immigrants; and

WHEREAS, as we enter a new decade, when immigrant communities and their children and families, including 
U.S. citizens, are subject to a constant onslaught of hostility, we must move to reject this destructive framework 
rooted in punitive enforcement and advocate for justice and human rights. We must begin with legalization and 
reimagining a truly fair, inclusive, and equitable immigration system; and

WHEREAS, we respectfully urge that the New Administration utilize its executive powers to provide 
temporary protection for immigrants, until a permanent solution is enacted by Congress, including but not 
limited to a moratorium on deportations, Parole-in-Place; Deferred Enforced Departure; TPS and a modernized 
version of 2012 DACA; and

WHEREAS, we respectfully demand that Congress enact permanent protection for all 11 million migrants, 
providing a pathway to citizenship that is attainable, affordable, expedient, centered on unifying families; 
upholding due process and fairness, and ensuring that future migration is compassionate; and

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles must celebrate the contributions of immigrants and recognizes and 
respects their inherent human rights; and ..
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WHEREAS, the Los Angeles City Council reaffirms the City’s commitment to basic human respect and the 
welcoming of immigrants from across the globe, irrespective of their religion, nationality, gender, sexual 
orientation or race; and

WHEREAS, the California Statewide Campaign, Yes! Immigrants Moving Forward is a statewide effort lead by 
immigrant advocacy groups that promotes federal policy proposals directed to the new administration with the 
purpose of uplifting undocumented immigrants;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption of this 
Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2021-22 Federal Legislative Program SUPPORT for 
the California Statewide Campaign, Yes! Immigrants Moving Forward, to urge the Congress and President of 
the United States to pass legislation that provides a permanent solution with a pathway to citizenship for all 11 
million undocumented immigrants.

PRESENTED BYT SECONDED BY;
NURY MARTINEZ 
Council President, 6* Distrii
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