
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, 
regulations, or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state, or federal governmental body or 
agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence 
of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, in September 2020, the Indian Parliament passed three laws pertaining to the 
deregulation of the agricultural sector leading to an immediate response by farmers in opposition; and

WHEREAS, currently farmers must sell their produce in markets approved by local Agricultural 
Produce Market Committees at regulated minimum prices, with a large portion of the produce being 
purchased by the governmental Food Corporation of India; and

WHEREAS, farmers contend that the laws would amount to the dismantling of India’s 
agricultural protections and minimum regulated prices, leading to predatory practices by larger 
corporations; and

WHEREAS, protests began in the state of Punjab, a prominent region in India’s agricultural 
sector, but have since received widespread support domestically and abroad, and

WHEREAS, although the Indian government is engaging in talks with protest leaders, the talks 
remain inconclusive and demonstrations have continued around New Delhi since the passage of the 
legislation last year; and

WHEREAS, these laws, passed during a worldwide pandemic, have the potential to disrupt local 
agricultural communities all over India and any such laws passed should be the result an inclusive and 
deliberative process; and

WHEREAS, the United States, including the City of Los Angeles should take a stand with the 
farmers, advocate for their right to peaceably protest, and oppose any legislation or governmental action 
that results in the exploitation of agrarian communities;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the 
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2021-2022 Federal Legislative 
Program SUPPORT for any administrative or legislative action by the United States government to 
oppose the agricultural laws passed by the government of India in September 2020 which exploit agrarian 
communities in India, as further described in the text of this Resolution.
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