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Contact Information 
Neighborhood Council: NoHo Neighborhood Council 
Name: Peter Haderlein 
Phone Number: (818) 795-6992 
Email: peter.haderlein.nohonc@gmail.com 
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Impact Information
Date: 03/24/2021 
Update to a Previous Input: No 
Directed To: City Council and Committees 
Council File Number: 21-0002-S30 
Agenda Date: 
Item Number: 
Summary: The NoHo Neighborhood Council supports Council File 21-0002-S30 and urges the City
Council to support new pilot projects and legislation that would phase in free fares on LA’s Metro
transit network. Transit fares are often a burden on those that can least afford them, yet 70% of
Metro’s riders earn less than $35,000 annually . Fallout from COVID-19 also resulted in service
cuts to LA’s transit system at a time when people could least afford alternative transportation.
Currently, Metro is considering permanent fare-free transit for its riders. A pilot project planned by
outgoing L.A. Metro CEO Phillip Washington would offer free bus and train fares to low-income
riders as well as K-12 students starting in 2022. We urge the City Council to take this action to make
public transit more available and affordable to Angelenos. 
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Community Impact Statement in Support of City Council File 21-0002-S30 

Offering Free Fares on Metro 

March 10, 2021 

Dear Honorable Councilmembers, 

The NoHo Neighborhood Council supports Council File 21-0002-S30 and urges the City Council to support new 

pilot projects and legislation that would phase in free fares on LA’s Metro transit network. 

Reliable and affordable public transit is a civic good. It supports LA’s general economy, helps reduce car 

reliance, and reduces aggregate vehicular pollution. Transit fares are often a burden on those that can least 

afford them, yet 70% of Metro’s riders earn less than $35,000 annually1. Fallout from COVID-19 also resulted in 

service cuts to LA’s transit system at a time when people could least afford alternative transportation. 

Enforcement of transit fares also leads to unnecessary conflicts between armed officers and people of color as 

well as unhoused persons.  

Currently, Metro is considering permanent fare-free transit for its riders. A pilot project planned by outgoing 

L.A. Metro CEO Phillip Washington would offer free bus and train fares to low-income riders as well as K-12 

students starting in 2022. An analogous program, Low-Income Fare is Easy (LIFE), has not been sufficiently 

successful at impacting transit accessibility and equity and requires updating. While free-fare public transit will 

cost the city money, the fares themselves represent a paltry percentage of the city’s annual revenue; Metro is 

not run for profit, nor should it be. We also think there is ample opportunity to invest in public transit 

infrastructure and access given the pandemic relief funds freed up by the Biden Administration.  

We urge the City Council to take this action to make public transit more available and affordable to Angelenos.  

Sincerely, Paul Storiale, President of the NoHo Neighborhood Council  

 

                                                             
1 https://laist.com/2021/02/26/los_angeles_metro_fareless_transit_pilot.php  
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