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CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution (Bonin - Krekorian) to include in the City’s 
2021-2022 Federal Legislative Program SUPPORT and/or SPONSORSHIP of legislation that 
would provide funds to state and local agencies to provide fare-free transit.

SUMMARY
The Resolution, introduced on January 13, 2021, states that the provision of reliable and affordable 
public transportation supports everyone, however, public transportation in the United States has 
historically been neglected. The Resolution further states that to ensure an equitable post-pandemic 
recovery, steps must be taken by the Federal Government to allocate sufficient funding to support 
and sustain transit agencies and ensure that every person has access to affordable and reliable 
transportation.

The Resolution therefore requests that the Federal Government take actions identified in the 
Freedom to Move Act to promote desperately-needed public transportation and provide fare-free 
public transit systems.

BACKGROUND
On June 26, 2020, Massachusetts Congress member Pressley and Senator Markey introduced the 
"Freedom to Move Act" in their respective houses of Congress that would provide grant funding 
to assist states and local transit agencies eliminate fares. The proposed legislation would have 
authorized $5 billion a year to fund “Freedom to Move Grants” to compensate transit agencies for 
the value of lost fare revenue and finance service upgrades. The goal was to provide all residents 
with access to jobs, food, and essential services through safe, high-quality, and fare-free transit. 
Although the legislation expired at the end of the 116th Congress, Congress members Pressley, 
Garcia, and Takano relaunched the “Future of Transportation Caucus” in the 117th Congress to 
continue creating a vision for the future of the transportation system that emphasizes equity, 
access, and sustainability.

Several transportation authorities in the nation initiated free fares at the beginning of the COVID- 
19 Pandemic; however, until federal funding decisions are made, have not determined whether to 
extend the policy further. On August 27, 2020, the Los Angeles County Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority (Metro) announced a new internal task force to study options for a free- 
fare system. The Task Force has been studying funding alternatives, as well as impacts on smaller



transit operators in the County, impacts to Metro’s budget, and the use of police officers to enforce 
fare evasion laws. Staff recently recommended an 18-month pilot that would include free-fare bus 
and rail rides for low-income riders and students. Metro is examining all possible sources of 
federal, state, and local funding to cover the estimated cost of $301-$335 million. Staff is expected 
to seek Board authorization in May 2021 and begin the program in January 2022 (low-income) 
and August 2022 (students), depending on the availability of COVID-19 vaccines.
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, 
regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body or agency 
must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the 
Mayor; and

WHEREAS, the provision of reliable and affordable public transportation supports everyone * 
transit riders who have access to economic opportunity, single-occupant vehicular drivers who enjoy less 
road congestion, and all people who have cleaner air to breathe; and

WHEREAS, public transportation in the United States has historically been neglected, leading to 
the social, educational, and economic isolation of low-income and minority communities, as well many 
who are living with disabilities; and

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic has compounded this situation by necessitating service cuts 
and reduced service resulting from a severe decline in ridership and steep financial shortfalls for 
jurisdictions that rely on fare revenue to support their operating budgets; and

WHEREAS, to ensure an equitable post-pandemic recovery', steps must be taken by the Federal 
Government to allocate sufficient funding to support and sustain transit agencies and ensure that every 
person has access to affordable and reliable transportation; and

WHEREAS, on June 26,2020, the Freedom to Move Act (H.R. 7389/S. 4278) was introduced to 
help states and localities provide fere-free rides, improve safety and quality of transportation, and address 
transit equity gaps; and

WHEREAS, it is imperative that, in the new legislative session, the Federal Government take 
actions identified in die Freedom to Move Act to promote desperately-needed public transportation as a 
public good and provide fere-free public transit systems;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by die 
adoption of this, Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2021 -2022 Federal Legislative 
Program SUPPORT and/or SPONSORSHIP of legislation that would provide funds to state and local 
agencies to provide fere-free transit
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