
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation rules, regulations, or policies 
proposed to or pending before a local, state, or federal governmental body or agency must have first been adopted in the form 
of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, since the Trump Administration issued the Executive Order establishing the “Zero Tolerance Policy,” 
thousands of children, including infants and toddlers, have been separated from their parents and placed in immigration 
detention centers for crossing the U.S. border without authorization; and

WHEREAS, the separation of children from their families and the conditions to which they have been subjected are 
ciuel, traumatic, and inhumane, and clearly violate the Flores Agreement which provides specific guidelines with respect to 
the arrest, detention, treatment, and transfer of children detained by federal immigration authorities; and

WHEREAS, most separated children did not receive due process, and many as young as three years old were 
ordered into court for their own deportation proceedings without counsel; and

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles should opposes the actions by the Trump Administration, including 
child separations, the Zero Tolerance Policy, and other actions that have targeted undocumented immigrants; and

WHEREAS, on October 20, 2020, a Joint Status Report filed with the United States District Court of the Southern 
District of California revealed that 545 children who were separated from their families under the Trump A dm inistration “Zero 
Tolerance Policy” have not been reunited with their families; and

WHEREAS, it is imperative that, in order to protect the dignity, safety, and well-being of detained immigrant children, 
the City of Los Angeles calls for legislative or administrative actions for the immediate release of children who were arrested 
and detained by federal immigration authorities;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by adoption of this Resolution, 
the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in the 2021-2022 Federal Legislative Program SPONSORSHIP and/or SUPPORT of 
legislation and/or administrative action to ensure the release of immigrant children separated from their families by 
implementing the following measures:

Withdraw pending appeals from Orders issued by the United States District Court for the Central District of 
California to enforce the Flores Settlement.
Release apprehended accompanied children with their accompanying parents, unless the children or their 
parents are a significant flight risk or a danger to themselves or others.
Release apprehended unaccompanied children to available sponsors unless the children are a significant flight 
risk or a danger to themselves or others, or the sponsors are unable to safely care for the child.
Identify immigrant children who were forcibly separated from their parents in 2018 and locate and 
reunite them with their parents, and parents who were deported should be “paroled” into the United States so 
they may assist in locating and reuniting with their children.
Assess apprehended unaccompanied minors' eligibility for Special Immigrant Juvenile status (SIJ 
status) because they have been abused, abandoned, or neglected, or for asylum, and provide them with 
assistance to apply for any relief from deportation for which they are eligible under existing federal law. 
Provide court-appointed legal representation at no cost to the unaccompanied minors in removal 
(deportation) proceedings.
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PRESENTED BY
GILBERT A. CEDILLO 
Councilmember, 1st District

SECONDED BY
KEVIN DE LEON 

Councilmember, 14* District


