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WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation rules, regulations, or 

policies proposed to or pending before a local, state, or federal governmental body or agency must have first been adopted 
in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, in 2003, the Federal Housing Administration (FHA) established the policy that “non-U.S. citizens 
without lawful residency are not eligible for FHA-insured mortgages;” and

WHEREAS, in 2012, the Obama Administration established the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) program to allow undocumented immigrants under the age of 16, and who entered the U.S. after 2007, to remain 
in the United States with temporary lawful status; and

WHEREAS, in June 2019, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) issued a statement 
that individuals with DACA status were ineligible for FHA mortgages emphasizing that, in 2015, the provision had been 
incorporated into the Single Family Housing Handbook which proscribes guidelines for the issuance of mortgage loans;
and

WHEREAS, on January 20, 2021, HUD announced that effective January 19, 2021, individuals with DACA 
status who had a valid work permit would be eligible to apply for FHA mortgage loans; and

WHEREAS, to avoid confusion and provide needed clarity to HUD lending partners, FHA has waived the above 
referenced lawful residency provision in the FHA Handbook; and

WHEREAS, there are approximately 700,000 DACA recipients nationally who in spite of many challenges, 
have graduated from school, embarked on careers, and started families of their own; and

WHEREAS, according to the Center for American Progress, at least one third of DACA recipients arrived to the 
U.S. before the age of five, and over 250,000 U.S.-born children have at least one parent who is a DACA recipient; and

WHEREAS, the Center for American Progress indicates that DACA recipients pay $5.7 billion in federal taxes 
and $3.1 billion in state and local taxes, annually, hold $24 billion in spending power, own more than 60,000 homes 
nationally, contribute $613 million in annual mortgage payments, and pay $2.3 billion in rent to their landlords each 
year; and

WHEREAS, while the City of Los Angeles commends the recent waiver of the lawful residency requirement in 
the Single Family Housing Handbook to ensure that DACA recipients can continue to apply for and obtain FHA 
mortgage loans, the language should be permanently removed from the handbook;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by adoption of this 
Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in the 2021-2022 Federal Legislative Program SUPPORT and/or 
SPONSORSHIP for legislation to permanently remove the requirement from the FHA Single Family Housing Handbook 
stating that “non-U.S. citizens without lawful residency in the U.S. are not eligible for FHA-insured mortgages” to ensure 
that DACA recipients can continue to apply for and obtain FHA mortgage loans.
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