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SUBJECT: Resolution to Support the Citizenship Act of 2021 

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt the attached revised Resolution to include in the City's 2021-2022 Federal 
Legislative Program SUPPORT for H.R. 1177 and S. 348, the Citizenship Act of 2021 , which would provide a 
pathway to citizenship, address the root causes of migration, responsibly manage the southern border, reform the 
immigration visa system, and address other purposes. 

SUMMARY 
On February 23 , 2021, Resolution (Martinez-Cedilla, de Leon) was introduced to support federal immigration 
reform. The subject Resolution provides that the City has been a place of refuge for immigrants and refugees 
escaping from war, natural disasters, and political and economic turmoil in their respective countries of origin. The 
Resolution notes that in spite of their economic, cultural, and social contributions, immigrants undergo daily attacks. 

According to the Resolution, the last time a legalization program was approved by Congress was 1986, and 
thereafter Congress has exclusively focused on enforcement. The nation continues to operate under an antiquated 
and harmful immigration system that has not adapted to the economic, climate, and demographic realities of the 
present. 

The Resolution notes that the Trump Administration weaponized its executive power to further criminalize 
immigrants, separate families, and dismantle the current legal immigration system. The Resolution requests that 
Congress enact permanent protection for the 11 million migrants currently in the U.S., providing a pathway to 
citizenship that is attainable, affordable, expedient, centered on unifying families, that provides due process and 
fairness, and ensures that the treatment of immigrants is compassionate. 

The Resolution notes that on February 18, 2021 , H.R. 1177 was introduced in the House of Representatives by 
Representative Linda Sanchez (0-California) and S. 348 was introduced in the Senate by Senator Bob Menendez 
(0-New Jersey) to address our broken immigration system. 

The Resolution therefore recommends adoption of the Resolution which would support H.R. 1177 and S. 348 to 
provide an earned path to citizenship, address the root causes of migration, responsibly manage the southern border, 
reform the immigration visa system, and address other purposes. 

BACKGROUND 
On February 18, 2021, H.R. 1177 and S. 348 were introduced in the House of Representatives by Representative 
Linda Sanchez (0-California) and in the Senate by Senator Bob Menendez (0-New Jersey). Below is a summary 
of the bills prepared by the National Immigration Forum- a national advocacy organization that works to advance 
federal immigration policy. The Citizenship Act of2021 proposes the following: 

1. Provide an earned pathway to citizenship for the U.S. undocumented population including the 
establishment of an expedited path to citizenship for undocumented immigrants who were brought to 
the U.S. as children, holders of Temporary Protected Status (TPS), and undocumented immigrant 
farmworkers . Individuals in these categories would all be eligible for green cards immediately provided 
they meet certain requirements. 



2. Establish a border management approach to migration at the southern border that focuses on the use of 
new technology, increased prosecution for cartels and smuggling networks, investment in Central 
American countries to discourage illegal immigration, and increased accountability of border agents 
and immigration officers. 

3. Reform the legal immigration system, including green card backlogs and inefficiencies; provide 
temporary legal status to those in family-based backlogs; and raise family-based, diversity-based, and 
employment-based visa caps from 220,000 to 480,000. 

4. Establish additional humanitarian provisions to protect vulnerable migrant populations, including 
funding for additional immigration judges, asylum processing personnel, and infrastructure to more 
quickly adjudicate asylum claims and expand discretion for judges to quickly review cases and grant 
relief to those applying for protection. 

5. Direct the Attorney General to appoint legal counsel, at government expense, to children, vulnerable 
populations, and the parents ofU.S. citizen children in the immigration court system. The bill would 
also expand family case management programs which serve as alternatives to detention and increase 
visas for certain victims of crimes who are cooperating with law enforcement or government officials 
in the investigation or prosecution of crimes. 

6. Reform the employment verification process and provide additional rights to immigrants at the 
workplace including provisions from the POWER Act, which would establish additional protections 
for immigrant workers and would protect immigrant workers from deportation while they are pursuing 
any labor claims or complaints. The bill would also increase penalties for employers of temporary 
nonimmigrant workers who violate certain labor laws and mend the Fair Labor Standards Act to remove 
the exemption to the overtime pay requirement for agricultural workers. 

Council approval of the attached revised Resolution is consistent with the City's actions to support immigrant rights. 
The original Resolution was revised to reflect the specific bill numbers of the legislation associated with the 
Citizenship Act of2021. 

BILL STATUS 

H.R. 1177 
Introduced 

Referred to the following House Committees: 
February 18, 2021 

Judiciary, Ways and Means, Armed Services, Education and Labor, House Administration, 
Financial Services, Natural Resources, Oversight and Reform, Foreign Affairs, Homeland 
Security, Intelligence (Permanent Select), and Energy and Commerce. 

Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration and Citizenship April28, 2021 

S.348 
Introduced 

Referred to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary. 

Attachment: 1) Revised Resolution 
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February 22, 2021 
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RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, regulations, 
or policies proposed to or pending before a local, State or federal government body or agency must have first been 
adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles has been a place of refuge for immigrants and refugees escaping war, 
natural disasters, and political and economic turmoil in their respective countries of origin; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles has the largest share of immigrants of any major U.S. city and 
population whose economic, cultural, and social contributions have strengthened the fabric and essence of Los 
Angeles; and 

WHEREAS, the last immigrant legalization program was approved by Congress in 1986 and has since 
operated under an antiquated and harmful immigration system that has not adapted to the needs of economic, 
climate, and demographic realities here at home and globally; and 

WHEREAS, the Trump Administration created an inhumane and chaotic immigration landscape fueled by 
advisors with ties to white supremacists, and, through executive powers, further criminalized immigrants, separated 
families, and dismantled protections provided by the current immigration system; and 

WHEREAS, the Trump Administration used executive and administrative powers to eliminate existing 
legal protections such as Temporary Protected Status (TPS) and Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), 
to subvert the asylum process; and 

WHEREAS, when immigrant communities, including children and U.S. citizen members become targets 
of hostile attacks, the City must take measures to reject an immigration framework that is rooted in punitive 
enforcement, and advocate for justice and human rights; and 

WHEREAS, the U.S. must reimagine and establish a legalization program that is fair, inclusive, and 
equitable; and 

WHEREAS, in February 2021 , the Citizenship Act of 2021 (H.R. 1177 and S. 348) were introduced to 
establish a pathway to citizenship for the 11 million undocumented immigrants currently living and working in our 
country; and 

WHEREAS, the City must reaffirm its commitment to basic human rights and continue to foster a 
welcoming environment for immigrants from across the globe irrespective of religion, nationality, gender, sexual 
orientation or race; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrent of the Mayor, that by adoption of this 
Resolution, the City of Los Angeles includes in its 2021-22 Federal Legislative Program support for H.R. 1177 and 
S. 348, the Citizenship Act of 2021, which would provide a pathway to citizenship, address the root causes of 
migration, responsibly manage the southern border, reform the immigration visa system, and address other 
purposes. 
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