
REPORT OF THE
CHIEF LEGISLATIVE ANALYST

DATE: January 26, 2021

Honorable Members of the Rules, Elections & Intergovernmental Relations CommitteeTO:

Sharon M. TsoFROM: Council File No: 21-0002-S9 
Assignment No: 21-01-0035Chief Legislative Analyst

SUBJECT: Resolution (Rodriguez - Blumenfield) to SUPPORT for the Farmer’s to Families Food Box 
Program

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution (Rodriguez - Blumenfield) to include in the City’s 
2021-2022 Federal Legislative Program, SUPPORT for any legislation and/or administrative action that 
would maintain the United States Department of Agriculture’s Farmers to Families Food Box Program, 
and increase its funding and distribution to all-time high levels to address food insecurity during the 
pandemic.

SUMMARY
The Resolution (Rodriguez - Blumenfield), introduced November 24, 2020, advises that on May 8, 2020 
the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) authorized $1.2 billion in contracts to establish the 
Farmers to Families Food Box Program. The program was designed to provide food boxes containing six 
days of food to families in need during the COVID-19 pandemic and to support farmers and ranchers. 
Approximately 129 million food boxes have been provided to families since May 15, 2020 as part of the 
program. Roughly 87 million food boxes were delivered within the first two months of the program from 
May 2020 to August 2020; only 33 million food boxes have been distributed in the third and fourth 
rounds of the program since September 2020.

The Resolution further advises that North Valley Caring Services, a small food distributor for the Los 
Angeles Regional Food Bank, acted as a distributor for the first three rounds of the program and went 
from feeding 3,300 families a week on three distribution days to feeding 900 families on Fridays because 
the Los Angeles Regional Food Bank was not selected as a distributor for the fourth phase of the 
program. Food insecurity is at its highest, and will continue to worsen during the COVID-19 pandemic. It 
is imperative that the federal government increase funding to the USDA Farmers to Families Food Box 
Program to address the ever-increasing levels of food insecurity threatening our most vulnerable 
communities.

The Resolution recommends that the City support legislation or administrative action to maintain the 
USDA’s Farmers to Families Food Box Program, and increase its funding and distribution capacity.

BACKGROUND
On April 17, 2020 the United States Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue announced the Coronavirus 
Food Assistance Program (CFAP). CFAP leverages funding provided by the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security (CARES) Act, the Families First Coronavirus Response Act, and USDA funding 
authorities to provide direct support to farmers and ranchers, and to purchase and distribute food boxes to 
food banks, community organizations, and other non-profit organizations. The Farmers to Families Food 
Box Program is a program enacted through CFAP to purchase and distribute agricultural products to those 
in need. The USDA issued a request for proposals to identify suppliers that could supply commodity 
boxes to non-profit organizations identified by the supplier for the Farmers to Families Food Box



Program. On May 8, 2020 the USDA approved $1.2 billion in contracts for the first round of the program, 
providing approximately 35.7 million food boxes during the period of May 15, 2020 to June 30, 2020. An 
additional three rounds were approved through December 31, 2020. On January 4, 2021 the USDA 
announced a fifth round and the purchase of an additional $1.5 billion in agricultural products for 
distribution through the Farmers to Families Food Box Program. The continuation of the program was 
funded through the Consolidated Appropriations Act approved by Congress on December 21, 2020.

Prior to the pandemic, there were approximately seven communities in the City of Los Angeles that 
classified as food deserts. According to a July 27, 2020 USC report “The Impact of COVID-19 on Food 
Insecurity in Los Angeles County,” 29.2 percent of low-income residents faced food insecurity prior to 
the pandemic. The rate of food insecurity in Los Angeles County increased to 29 percent for all families 
and 39.5 percent for low-income families during the period between April and May 2020. The Farmers to 
Families Food Box Program has provided produce to local distributors in Los Angeles, making them 
available through non-profits and faith-based organizations.

Support for maintaining the Farmers to Families Food Box Program and increasing its funding and 
distribution capacity is consistent with past efforts to ensure that all communities have access to healthy 
food, underserved communities receive aid, and families have the ability to maintain their physical and 
mental well-being during the COVID-19 pandemic.

DEPARTMENTS NOTIFIED
None

Andy Gal 
Analyst

Attachments: Resolution (Rodriguez - Blumenfield)1.



®-S, ELECTIONS. INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles, with respect to legislation, 
rules, regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state, or federal 
governmental body or agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the 
City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, on May 8, 2020 the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
authorized $1.2 billion in contracts to establish the Farmers to Families Food Box Program; and

WHEREAS, the program, which is designed to provide food boxes containing six days of 
food to families in need during the COVID-19 pandemic, and support farmers and ranchers, has 
provided approximately 120 million food boxes to families since May 15, 2020; and

WHEREAS, roughly 87 million of food boxes from the Farmers to Families Food Box 
Program were delivered in the first two rounds of the program from May to August; only 33 
million food boxes have been distributed in the third and fourth rounds of the program since 
September; and

WHEREAS, North Valley Caring Services, a small food distributor for the Los Angeles 
Regional Food Bank, acted as a distributor for the first three rounds of the program, went from 
feeding 3,300 families a week on three distribution days to feeding 900 families on Fridays 
because the Los Angeles Regional Food Bank was not selected as a distributor for the fourth 
phase of the program; and

WHEREAS, food insecurity is at Hs highest, and will continue to worsen during the COVID-19 
pandemic; and

WHEREAS, it is imperative that the federal government increase funding to the USDA 
Farmers to Families Food Box Program to address the ever-increasing levels of food insecurity 
threatening our most vulnerable communities;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the 
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2021-2022 Federal 
Legislative Program SUPPORT for any legislation and/or administrative action that would 
maintain the United States Department of Agriculture’s Farmers to Families Food Box Program, 
and increase Its funding and distribution to all-time high levels to address food insecurity during 
the pandemic,
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Counciiwoman, 7th District

SECONDED BY
BOB BLUMENFIELD (verbal) 
Councilmember, 3rd DistrictDOV 2 4 2020


