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WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, regulations, 
or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state, or federal governmental body or agency must have first 
been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, according to data from the U.S. Census, since the implementation of the Affordable Care 
Act in 2014, the rate of Californians without health insurance declined from 17.2 percent in 2013 to 7.1 percent 
in 2020; and

WHEREAS, historically, individuals who meet the income requirements and have documented status, 
generally have qualified for full-scope Medi-Cal coverage while individuals who meet the income and age 
requirements, but are otherwise undocumented, have only qualified for restricted-scope Medi-Cal coverage - 
which includes emergency and pregnancy related health care services; and

WHEREAS, according to the UC Berkeley Labor Center, because undocumented immigrants are more 
likely to work in industries and occupations that do not offer health insurance, they are less likely to receive health 
care coverage through employer-sponsored insurance; and

WHEREAS, in 2016, the State expanded full-scope Medi-Cal to otherwise eligible undocumented 
children from birth through age 18 and, in 2020, the State expanded full-scope Medi-Cal coverage to otherwise 
eligible undocumented young adults ages 19 through 25; and

WHEREAS, currently, undocumented adults ages 26 and over are only eligible for restricted-scope Medi
Cal coverage; and

WHEREAS, undocumented immigrants have largely contributed to the economy by paying local and 
federal taxes and by consistently and actively stimulating the local economy by stepping up to jobs considered 
essential; and

WHEREAS, pending in the State Assembly is SB 56 which would expand full-scope Medi-Cal benefits 
to undocumented individuals who are 65 years of age and over and who are income-eligible; and

WHEREAS, w'ith nearly one million individuals in the Los Angeles area, it is imperative that the City 
support legislation that expands access to health care for all individuals, including our most vulnerable and aging 
populations irrespective of immigration status;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by adoption of this 
Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2021-2022 State Legislative Program SUPPORT of SB 
56 which would expand full-scope Medi-Cal benefits to undocumented immigrants who are 65 years of age and 
over, who meet other eligibility criteria.
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