
RESOLUTION RULES, ElECTIONS,INTERGOVERNMENTALRELATKWS 

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles, with respect to legislation, rules, regulations or 
policies proposed to or pending before a local, state, or federal governmental body or agency must have first 
been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the Mayor; and 

WHEREAS, underground utilities, such as water, energy and telecommunications, are essential services 
critical to public health and safety and a thriving economy; and 

WHEREAS, California Government Code 4216 requires that homeowners and professional excavators 
call 811 prior to any excavation with power driven equipment or when a permit is required; and 

WHEREAS, 811 is a free service that connects excavators with the Underground Service Alert, who is 
. responsible for notifying appropriate utility companies about a planned excavation so they can mark their 
underground infrastructure and prevent accidental damages. 

WHEREAS, despite this free service, there were more than 9,600 incidents in 2019 where underground 
facilities were accidently damaged due to excavations in California; and 

WHEREAS, 46% of those incidents did not notify 811 prior to excavation; and 

WHEREAS, 1 ,852 of those incidents occurred in Los Angeles County alone; twice more than any other 
County in California; and 

WHEREAS, as California's economy recovers from COVID-19 and economic recovery efforts leads to 
increased construction and home improvements, there is an increased risk of accidental damages to underground 
utilities caused by those who fail to call811 prior to excavating; and 

WHEREAS, on July 15,2019, Wade McKay Kilpatrick, an employee of Southern California Gas Company 
(SoCaiGas) passed away tragically after a contractor failed to call 811 prior to digging at a Murrieta home 
damaged a gas pipeline, which led to an · explosion that killed Mr. Kilpatrick, destroyed a home and injured 15 
people; and 

WHEREAS, in honor of Mr. Kilpatrick, California Senator Maria-Elena Durazo introduced Senate Bill 297 -
The Wade Kilpatrick Gas Safety Act of 2021; and 

WHEREAS, SB 297, if passed, will serve as model legislation that prioritizes gas pipeline and subsurface 
installation safety by prescribing new civil penalties for excavators who knowingly and willfully damage gas 
infrastructure and fail to follow the proper safety protocols; and 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by adoption of this Resolution, 
the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2021-2022 State Legislative Program SUPPORT for the Wade 
Kilpatrick Gas Safety Act of 2021 (SB 297) which would reduce the number of accidental "dig-ins" as well as the 
resultant undesirable consequences, such as service interruption, power outages, damage to public and private 
property, as well as gas service pipeline infrastructure, personal injury and death, all of which are entirely 
preventable by increasing public education and awareness to dial 811 before performing excavation work in order 
to avoid hitting a gas pipeline. 1 
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