
RES< ILUTK >N RULES, ELECTIONS, INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS

The Indigenous LAnd Initiative

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles, with respect to legislation, rules, 
regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state, or federal governmental body or 
agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence 
of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, the first cultural encounter in the “New World” occurred with the arrival of 
Christopher Columbus and his mercenaries, lost and starving, who were later declared as "discoverers” of 
a land already occupied by millions of people; and

WHEREAS, Indigenous Peoples' history and experience affirm that colonization after first contact 
resulted in land seizure, disease, subjugation, forced relocation, over 500 broken treaties, and a genocide, 
resulting in the death of 10 percent of the world population; and

WHEREAS, current Euro-centric teachings throughout the United States, most often taught in 
classrooms, neglect to acknowledge the tragic history and assault on Indigenous Peoples; and

WHEREAS, multigenerational trauma is often passed down through generations, resulting in a 
weakened or erased cultural identity, poor physical health, clinical depression, self-destructive behavior, 
substance abuse and addiction, alcolism, and high rates of suicide; and

WHEREAS, symbols paying homage to historical figures who caused significant trauma should be 
replaced by symbols that acknowledge and celebrate Native American sacrifices and history; and

WHEREAS, Christopher Columbus, an explorer who never set foot in North America, has 
historically been credited with “discovering” all of the Americas; and

WHEREAS, Interstate 10 is a transcontinental Interstate Highway stretching from Santa Monica, 
California to Jacksonville, Florida, with some portions within State boundaries named the “Christopher 
Columbus Transcontinental Highway;" and

WHEREAS, continuing to honor an individual who represents a source of violence and historical 
trauma for Indigenous Peoples demonstrates insensitivity, a lack of empathy and denial of the truth, the 
City should support efforts to name public facilities that promote respect, peace, and healing, and the 
revitalization of Indigenous languages and cultures, and

WHEREAS, On August 30, 2017, Motion O’Farrell-Wesson (CF 15-1343) established Indigenous 
Peoples Day as a legal City holiday, and on November 10, 2018, in solidarity with the California Tribal 
Nations, the statue of Christopher Columbus was removed from Grand Park in recognition of the harm 
and violence it represented;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption 
of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2021-2022 State Legislative Program 
SUPPORT for legislative and/or administrative action to immediately replace the name of the portions of 
Interstate 10 currently designated as “Christopher Columbus Transcontinental Highway” with an 
Indigenous name to reflect a future of acknowledgement, peace, respect, and inclusion.
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MITCH O’FARRELL 
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