
RULES, ELECTIONS & INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles, with respect to legislation, rules, 
regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state, or federal governmental 
body or agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council 
with the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the City of Los Angeles and the State of California to diligently 
protect our citizens from discrimination, including that which is motivated by national origin 
bias; and

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles is concerned about the dramatic increase in incidents of 
discrimination and crime motived by national origin bias against various minority communities; 
and

WHEREAS, the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions Movement (BDS) is an anti-Semitic network 
formed for the purpose of promoting commercial discrimination on the basis of national origin 
against Israel, its trading partners, and allies; and

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles and the State of California collectively conduct billions of 
dollars in annual exports and trade with Israel and have a compelling economic interest in that 
commerce; and

WHEREAS, in examining the specific sectors involved in our trade with Israel it is readily 
apparent that our citizens' quality of life is directly benefited by this commerce; and

WHEREAS, for over 20 years, Ben & Jerry's, a subsidiary of Unilever, has sold ice cream 
throughout Israel and the territories it administers under an arrangement with an Israeli 
licensee; and

WHEREAS, Ben & Jerry's demanded that this licensee engage in a secondary boycott of 
distributors selling its ice cream in what Ben & Jerry's calls the "Occupied Palestinian Territory, 
which includes "the Jewish Quarter of Jerusalem's Old City" and other areas where 800,000 
Israeli Jews live; and

WHEREAS, the licensee declined, citing both conscience and Israeli law, which bars commercial 
boycotts that discriminate against Israeli citizens, Jewish or Arab, based on location of 
residence; and

WHEREAS, as a result, on July 19, 2021, Ben & Jerry's issued a statement, approved by 
Unilever's board, that it would sever its relationship with the Israeli licensee at the end of 2022;
and
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WHEREAS, Ben & Jerry's is now in a position of having announced a policy of refusing to deal 
not just with Jewish residents of the Jewish Quarter and other areas across the "Green Line," 
but with all residents of Israel; and

WHEREAS, in fact, per the New York Post, "a prominent Palestinian human rights activist 
recently filed a complaint in New York state, charging that a Ben & Jerry's boycott in the West 
Bank and occupied territories is contributing to 'more hatred' in the strife-prone region."; and

WHEREAS, Ben & Jerry's is retaliating against its Israeli licensee for refusing to adhere to a 
secondary boycott of distributors largely based on their national origin; and

WHEREAS, in advancing Ben & Jerry's boycott, Unilever has made the public misrepresentation 
that it has no power to override Ben & Jerry's decision; and

WHEREAS, Unilever's claim of powerlessness over its subsidiary is false and deceptive. It has 
been publicly exposed that Unilever's acquisition agreement, while reserving the right for Ben 
& Jerry's board to make certain social decisions, gives Unilever the power to void Ben & Jerry's 
boycott; and

WHEREAS, many states have invoked their anti-boycott laws and have declared or manifested 
their intent to either terminate their contracts with or withdraw their hundreds of millions of 
dollars in investments from Unilever; and

WHEREAS, on November 26, 2021, a bipartisan group of U.S. representatives sent a letter to 
the Securities and Exchange Commission asking it to review Unilever filings over Ben & Jerry's 
Israel boycott; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption of 
this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2021-2022 Federal Legislative 
Program SUPPORT for combatting national origin bias and strongly urges Unilever to reverse its 
immoral commercial boycott policy by overriding Ben & Jerry's boycott.

BOB BLUMENFfELD 
Councilmember, District 3
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