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SUBJECT: Resolution (Ridley-Thomas - O’Farrell - Martinez) to SUPPORT Assembly Bill 
71 (Rivas - Chiu) which proposes a $2.4 billion annual allocation to address 
homelessness and housing efforts.

CLA RECOMMENDATION:
Adopt the attached Resolution (Ridley-Thomas - O’Farrell - Martinez) to include in the City’s 
2021-2022 State Legislative Program SUPPORT for AB 71 (Rivas - Chiu) which proposes a $2.4 
billion annual allocation from the State to address homelessness and housing efforts across 
California.

SUMMARY
The Resolution (Ridley-Thomas - O’Farrell - Martinez), introduced December 15, 2020, states 
that in January 2019, over 151,278 people experienced homelessness in California, representing a 
17 percent increase since 2018. The Resolution states that African Americans are disproportion
ately represented among California’s homeless population, indigenous populations are over six 
times more likely to experience homelessness, and Latino Californians are least likely to access 
housing and services available in their communities. The Resolution also states that homeless pop
ulations are at far greater risk for consequences of COVID-19 and are two to three times more 
likely to die from COVID-19.

The Resolution states that AB 71 (Rivas - Chiu), the Statewide Homelessness Solutions Program, 
which is currently pending in the California Legislature would create the Bring California Home 
plan to provide at least $2.4 billion annually to fund comprehensive, statewide homeless solutions 
with revenues derived from specified changes to the Personal Income Tax Law or the Corporation 
Tax Law.

The Resolution recommends that the City support AB 71.

BACKGROUND
In early 2020, AB 3300 (Santiago et al) was introduced which would have allocated an annual $2 
billion in State general funds toward solving California’s homelessness crisis. The City supported



and advocated for this legislation to provide cities with ongoing funding for homelessness com
mensurate with need. This legislation did not pass due to the Legislature’s focus on the COVID- 
19 emergency.

In December 2020, Assemblymembers Luz Rivas (D - Arleta), David Chiu (D - San Francisco), 
and Richard Bloom (D - Santa Monica) introduced Assembly Bill (AB) 71, also known as the 
Bring California Home Act, which would establish a permanent source of funding to address the 
cycle of homelessness in the State. To date, California has attempted to address homelessness with 
short-term or one-time solutions statewide. Currently, hundreds of thousands of Californians are 
either experiencing or on the verge of homelessness, a number that is only growing rapidly due to 
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

AB 71 would provide an ongoing funding source to assist local governments to implement policies 
and programs that have not succeeded in the past due to limited funding. It would close corporate 
loopholes and ask the wealthiest residents to contribute to the long-term source of funding to com
bat homelessness. AB 71 would:

Fund prevention programs, expansion of shelters, creation of additional affordable hous
ing, and supportive services;
Raise tax rates on businesses with annual profits of more than $5 million;
Raise corporate tax rates from 8.84 percent to 9.6 percent;
Increase the tax rates of financial institutions from 10.84 percent to 11.6 percent; and 
Increase taxes on profits that companies earn overseas.

The Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority’s (LAHSA) services are primarily funded by local 
resources with limited support from the State and the federal governments. LAHSA’s total budget 
includes approximately 3.8 percent from federal sources, 14.6 percent from State, 44.4 percent 
from Los Angeles County, and 37.2 percent from the City. It should be noted that local resources 
such as Prop HHH and Measure H are not permanent resources as both measures were passed by 
voters for a time period of 10 years. Further, State funding that the City and LAHSA have received 
are one-time sources. For example, both the Homeless Housing, Assistance, and Prevention and 
Homeless Emergency Aid Program grants were provided on a one-time basis to cities and counties 
through the State budget process. In addition, federal resources for homelessness are also limited 
inasmuch as funds have been declining and are allocated through competitive process. Therefore, 
there is an urgent need to create a permanent source of funding to solve homelessness in the City 
and statewide.

AB 71 could provide the City with additional funding to create, and preserve affordable housing, 
establish additional permanent supportive housing, provide to prevention services, and fund vari
ous other homelessness programs. The new source of funding will complement and supplement 
the one-time State fund such as Homeless Housing, Assistance, and Prevention program. Support 
for AB 71 is consistent with the City’s efforts to identify funding that supports the ongoing sup
portive services needed for the City’s A Bridge Home program, shelters established in the Home
less Roadmap, and other programs.
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Attachment: Resolution



RULES, ELECTIONS, AND 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, 
regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body or agency 
must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the concurrence of the 
Mayor; and

WHEREAS, in January 2019, over 151,278 people experienced homelessness in California, 
representing a 17-percent increase since 2018; and experts predict significant increases in homelessness in 
2021 resulting from the COVID-19 economic downturn; and

WHEREAS, African Americans are disproportionately represented among California’s homeless 
population; while 6.5 percent of Californians identify as Black or African-American, almost 40 percent of 
the state’s homeless population is African-American; indigenous populations are over six times more likely 
to experience homelessness than the general population; and Latino Californians are least likely to access 
housing and sendees available in their communities; and

WHEREAS, homeless populations are at far greater risk for consequences of COVID-19; they are 
two to three times as likely to die from COVID-19 than the general population and COVID-19 is putting 
pressure on local homeless systems to open safe sites for people to shelter, in non-congregate settings, to 
avoid the spread of COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, homelessness is a statewide crisis which requires a statewide, comprehensive 
solution; the state must lead in coordinating with local governments and the private sector to solve 
homelessness and to prevent discharges from institutional settings into homelessness; and

WHEREAS, currently pending in the California Legislature is a bill. AB 71 (Rivas-Chiu), the 
Statewide Homelessness Solutions Program, which would create the Bring California Home plan to provide 
at least $2.4 billion annually to fund a comprehensive, statewide homeless solutions funded by revenues 
derived from specified changes to the Personal Income Tax Law or the Corporation Tax Law;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption 
of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2021-2022 State Legislative Program, 
SUPPORT for Assembly Bill 71 (Rivas-Chiu) which proposes a $2.4 billion annual allocation from the 
State to address homelessness and housing efforts across California.

PRESENTED BY:
MARK RIDLEY-THOMAS (verbal) 
Councilmember, 10th District

MITCH O’FARRELL (verbal) 
Councilmember, 13th District

SECONDED BY:
NURY MARTINEZ (verbal) 
Councilmember, 6th District


