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REPORT OF THE 
CHIEF LEGISLATIVE ANALYST 

 
 
 
DATE:   
 
TO:  Honorable Members of the Rules, Elections, and Intergovernmental Relations 
  Committee 
 

FROM: Sharon M. Tso Council File No: 21-0002-S32  
  Chief Legislative Analyst    Assignment No.: 21-01-0068 
 
SUBJECT:  Resolution (Koretz - Blumenfield - Bonin) relative to Reversing Trump 

Administration Environmental Rules Rollbacks  
 
CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt Resolution (Koretz - Blumenfield - Bonin) to include in the 
City’s 2021-2022 Federal Legislative Program SUPPORT for administrative action that would 
reverse the Trump Administration’s 104 environmental rule rollbacks.  
 
SUMMARY:  
Resolution (Koretz - Blumenfield - Bonin), introduced on January 19, 2021, states that the Trump 
Administration’s four years have been disastrous for the future of environmental protection. The 
Resolution states that the Trump Administration has executed up to 104 environmental rule 
rollbacks related to air pollution, emissions, drilling and extraction, infrastructure and planning, 
animal protection, water pollution, toxic substances and safety, and a variety of other 
environmental and climate issues.  
 
The Resolution contends that the rollbacks have eviscerated protections for vulnerable wildlife, 
notably altering the Federal Endangered Species Act to make it more difficult to protect animals 
under the legislation, contributing to global mass biodiversity loss which also endangers human 
beings.  
 
The Resolution also states that the effects of just five of these rollbacks related to California’s 
vehicle emissions authority, Federal fuel economy standards, rules limiting hydrofluorocarbons, 
methane standards for landfills, and methane standards for oil and gas operations are expected to 
result in an additional 1.8 billion metric tons of greenhouse gas emissions (GHGs) in the 
atmosphere by 2035. This amount is estimated to be more than the combined GHGs of Germany, 
Britain, and Canada in 2018.  
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The Resolution maintains that the Biden Administration must take significant action to address the 
rollbacks from the Trump Administration in order to address the threat of climate change, mass 
biodiversity loss, and to protect human health and safety. Therefore, the Resolution requests that 
the City support administrative action that would reverse the Trump Administration’s 
environmental rule rollbacks. 
 
BACKGROUND:  
During the Trump Administration, the majority of the environmental rule rollbacks were carried 
out by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) which weakened Federal limits on GHGs from 
power plants, the auto industry and other major emitters. In addition, the EPA removed protections 
from more than half the nation’s waterbodies and wetlands increasing the chance of pollution and 
impairment.  
 
During this period, the Department of the Interior opened up Federal lands for oil and gas leasing 
and limited wildlife protections. The Department of Energy also loosened energy efficiency 
standards for a wide range of consumer-oriented products. In justifying the environmental rule 
rollbacks, these agencies stated that previous administrations had overstepped their legal authority 
by imposing unnecessary and burdensome regulations on the business community. 
 
Since the start of the Biden Administration, it has initiated the undoing of many of the Trump 
Administration’s environmental rule rollbacks through executive orders or actions by Federal 
administrators. For example, the Federal Department of Transportation recently announced that it 
was withdrawing a Trump Administration rule rollback that blocked states from setting their own 
vehicle GHG standards. The new proposed rule would restore California’s authority to set GHG 
standards for the auto industry, and require them to sell more electric vehicles. This authority is 
considered to be one of the State’s most effective weapons in its fight against climate change. 
 
Additional work needs to be done by the Federal government to undo the rule rollbacks and reverse 
their impact on the environment; however, these latest actions by the Biden Administration 
constitute a key step to restore environmental protections and ensure ongoing welfare of the 
ecosystem.   
 

         
        _________________________ 
        Rafael E. Prieto  
        Analyst  
 
 
Attachment(s):  Resolution (Koretz - Blumenfield - Bonin)     



RULES, ELECTIONS. INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles, with respect to legislation, 
rules, regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state, or federal governmental 
body or agency must have first been adopted in the fonn of a Resolution by the City Council with 
the concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, the Trump administration’s four years have been disastrous for the future of 
environmental protection; and

WHEREAS, the administration has committed to 104 environmental rule rollbacks, of 
which more than 84 are complete, related to air pollution, emissions, drilling and extraction, 
infrastructure and planning, animals, water pollution, toxic substances and safety, and a variety of 
other environmental and climate issues; and

WHEREAS, the rollbacks have eviscerated protections for vulnerable wildlife, notably 
altering the Endangered Species Act to make it more difficult to protect animals under the 
legislation, contributing to global mass biodiversity loss which also endangers human beings; and

WHEREAS, analysts project that the rollbacks related to air quality can result in thousands 
of extra deaths each year; and

WHEREAS, the effects of just five of these rollbacks related to California’s vehicle 
emissions authority, federal fuel economy standards, rules limiting hydrofluorocarbons, methane 
standards for landfills, and methane standards for oil and gas operations are expected to result in 
an additional 1.8 billion metric tons of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere by 2035, which is more 
than the combined energy emissions of Germany, Britain, and Canada in 2018; and

WHEREAS, the incoming Biden administration must take significant action to address the 
rollbacks from the Trump administration in order to address the threat of climate change, mass 
biodiversity loss, and to protect human health and safety now and in the future;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the 
adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2021-2022 Federal 
Legislative Program SUPPORT for any administrative action that would reverse the Trump 
administration’s 104 environmental rule rollbacks.

PRESENTED BY:
PAUL KORETZ 
Councilmember, 5th District

BOB BLUMENFpUD 
Councilmember, 3rd District

.kSECONDED BY:
MIKE BONIN 
Councilmember, 1 lih District
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