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REPORT OF THE 

 CHIEF LEGISLATIVE ANALYST 

 

DATE:  March 11, 2021 

 

TO: Honorable Members of the Rules, Elections, and Intergovernmental Relations 

Committee 

              

FROM: Sharon M. Tso                Council File No.: 21-0002-S45 

  Chief Legislative Analyst    Assignment No.:  21-03-0191 

 

SUBJECT: Climate Smart Ports Act 

    

CLA RECOMMENDATION:  Adopt Resolution (Buscaino – Krekorian) to include in the City’s 

2021-2022 Federal Legislative Program SUPPORT for H.R. 501, the Climate Smart Ports Act, 

which would establish a $1 billion per year grant program for the purchase of human-operated, 

clean energy infrastructure at ports and authorize an additional $50 million a year for the Diesel 

Emissions Reduction Act Program to fund projects that reduce port emissions. 

 

SUMMARY 

H.R. 501 (Barragan), the Climate Smart Ports Act, currently pending in the U.S. House, would 

establish a $1 billion per year grant program for the purchase and installation of zero emissions 

port equipment and technology to reduce pollution at U.S. ports. The grant program would be 

authorized from federal fiscal year 2022 through 2031. This bill would also authorize an additional 

$50 million a year through 2026 for the Diesel Emissions Reduction Act (DERA) Program to 

provide grants, rebates, and loans for projects that reduce emissions at ports. 

 

According to Resolution (Buscaino – Krekorian), introduced on February 16, 2021, “the City and 

the Harbor Department have taken historic steps to reduce carbon emissions that originate from 

the Port of Los Angeles and have been leaders in pursuing and adopting clean energy technology 

and infrastructure.” The Resolution seeks an official position of the City to support H.R. 501 to 

establish a significant federal grant program that would help ports, including the Port of Los 

Angeles, replace existing and aging infrastructure with human-operated, zero emissions equipment 

and technology. 

 

BACKGROUND 

The Climate Smart Ports Act directs the Environmental Protection Agency to establish a $1 billion 

annual grant program for the purchase and installation of zero emission port equipment and 

technology. The grant program will be competitive and entities eligible for funding under this 

program include port authorities, State, regional, local, or Tribal agencies with jurisdiction over a 

port or port authority, and air quality management or air pollution control districts. Private and 

non-profit entities may be eligible, but must apply for grant funding in collaboration with an 

eligible entity and must own or use cargo or transportation equipment at a port. 

 

Prioritization for grant funding will be given for proposed port equipment and technology 

purchases that reduce greenhouse gas emissions or other pollutants and reduce public health 

disparities in communities that receive a disproportionate amount of air pollution from a 

neighboring port. Funds will also be prioritized based on the amount of matching funds applicants 
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propose, the purchase of U.S.-made equipment, and the employment and recruitment of workers 

through federal or State apprenticeship programs. 

 

H.R. 501 also contains labor protections, including requiring eligible entities to participate in a 

project labor agreement for significant projects worth $3 million or greater. This bill also bars the 

use of grant funding for the purchase of any fully-autonomous technology or equipment and 

clarifies that equipment funded through the program should be human-operated. Additionally, 

H.R. 501 encourages the use of local hiring and requires that workers hired for the installation of 

any equipment be compensated at the local prevailing wage. 

 

In addition to creating a new $1 billion per year grant program, H.R. 501 would increase DERA 

funding by $50 million per year from fiscal year 2022 through 2026 to award grants, rebates, or 

loans for projects that reduce diesel emissions at ports. The DERA program, a state- and national-

level grant program, was first authorized in 2005 and funds projects that improve air quality by 

reducing diesel engine emissions. The Harbor Department has been the recipient of significant 

grants from the DERA program that have been used to purchase and deploy electric equipment at 

the Port of Los Angeles. The DERA program is currently funded through federal fiscal year 2021. 

 

On October 13, 2020, the Council adopted a separate Resolution (Buscaino – Krekorian) that 

included support in the 2019-2020 Federal Legislative Program for H.R. 7024 (Barragan), which 

was also entitled the Climate Smart Ports Act (c.f. 20-0002-S133). This bill failed to pass the 

House in the previous legislative session and has been reintroduced as H.R. 501. 

 

Pending in the Senate is S. 216 (Merkley), also entitled the Climate Smart Ports Act, which is a 

companion bill to H.R. 501. 

 

BILL STATUS 

01/28/21 Introduced in House. 

01/28/21 Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

 

 

 

 

              __________________________ 

              Matthew Shade 

       Analyst 
 

 

Attachments:   1. Resolution 

 



RULES, ELECTIONS, INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation, rules, 
regulations or policies proposed to or pending before a local, state or federal governmental body or 
agency must have first been adopted in the form of a Resolution by the City Council with the 
concurrence of the Mayor; and

WHEREAS, the City and the Harbor Department have taken historic steps to reduce carbon emissions 
that originate from the Port of Los Angeles and have been leaders in pursuing and adopting clean 
energy technology and infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, currently pending before the House of Representatives is a bill, HR 501 (Barragan), the 
Climate Smart Ports Act, which would establish a $1 billion per year grant program to assist ports 
and port users with the purchase of human-operated, zero emissions port infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, the Climate Smart Ports Act was first introduced in 2020, but failed to pass through the 
House and has been reintroduced as HR 501; and

WHEREAS, this bill would help ports replace existing and aging infrastructure with human-operated, 
zero emissions equipment and technology and would assist ports in developing clean energy 
microgrids to power port operations; and

WHEREAS, the federal Diesel Emission Reduction Act (DERA) Program, which was authorized in 
2010, funds projects that improve air quality by reducing emissions from diesel engines; and

WHEREAS, HR 501 would also authorize an additional $50 million a year for the Diesel Emissions 
Reduction Act Program to fund efforts to reduce port emissions; and

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles supported the Climate Smart Ports Act in its 2019-2020 Federal 
Legislative Program and has supported past legislation to increase funding for environmentally 
sustainable infrastructure at the Port of Los Angeles; and

WHEREAS, the Port of Los Angeles supports thousands of jobs and should not have to sacrifice 
economic vitality for environmentally-conscious policies and infrastructure;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by the adoption 
of this Resolution, the City of Los Angeles hereby includes in its 2021-2022 Federal Legislative 
Program SUPPORT for HR 501 (Barragan), the Climate Smart Ports Act, which would establish a $1 
billion per year grant program for the purchase of human-operated, clean energy infrastructure at 
ports and authorize an additional $50 million a year for the Diesel Emissions Reduction Act Program 
to fund projects that reduce port emissions.

PRESENTED BY:
JOE BUSCAINO 
Councilmember, 15th District
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