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TO:  Honorable Members of the Rules, Elections, and  

Intergovernmental Relations Committee 

 

FROM: Sharon M. Tso      Council File No.: 21-0002-S61 

  Chief Legislative Analyst    Assignment No.: 21-03-0196 

 

SUBJECT: Resolution (Lee-O’Farrell-Martinez-Ridley-Thomas-Raman) to Support legislation to 

combat hate crimes against Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.  

 

CLA RECOMMENDATION: Adopt the attached Resolution (Lee-O’Farrell-Martinez-Ridley-Thomas-

Raman) to include in the 2021-2022 State and Federal Legislative Programs SUPPORT and/or 

SPONSORSHIP of legislation and/or administrative action that establishes programs and provides 

funding to combat any form of hate crimes, discrimination, harassment, and violence against Asian 

Americans and Pacific Islanders.   

SUMMARY 
On March 3, 2021, Resolution (Lee-O’Farrell-Martinez-Ridley-Thomas-Raman, C.F. 21-0002-S61) was 

introduced to support legislation that establishes programs and provides funding to combat hate crimes, 

discrimination, harassment, and violence against Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders (AAPI).  

According to the American Journal of Criminal Justice (AJCJ), AAPI are one of the fastest-growing 

racial/ethnic groups in the United States with a population increase of 3.5 million in 1980 to 23 million in 

2020, nationwide. The Resolution notes that according to the National Crime Victimization Survey, the 

rate of violent crime committed against Asian Americans increased from 8.2 to 16.2 per thousand from 

2015 to 2018, nationally.  Stop AAPI Hate, the nation’s leading coalition documenting and addressing 

anti-Asian hate and discrimination, reports that between March 19, 2020 and December 31, 2020, over 

2,800 accounts of anti-Asian hate were reported nationwide, with nearly 250 cases in Los Angeles County 

and over 700 in the San Francisco area.  The reported hate crimes include verbal harassment, physical 

abuse, cough and spit, civil rights violations, online harassment, workplace discrimination, and refusal of 

service in establishments or public transit. 

The Resolution also notes that in response to politically charged and culturally insensitive rhetoric 

propagated by former President Trump, which further encouraged racism, prejudice, and hate crimes 

against the AAPI community, in 2020, the U.S. House of Representatives adopted House Resolution 908 

which condemned all forms of anti-Asian sentiment and called for State and federal officials to investigate 

reports of anti-Asian crime and discrimination. 

Further, on January 26, 2021, the Biden Administration issued a memorandum to combat racism, 

xenophobia, and intolerance against the AAPI community noting that during the COVID-19 pandemic, 

inflammatory and xenophobic rhetoric, which has stoked fears and perpetuated stigma, has put AAPI 

persons, families, communities, and businesses, at risk. On February 16, 2021, the California legislature 

adopted House Resolution 23 to denounce hate crimes, hateful rhetoric, and hateful acts against the AAPI 
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community, to ensure that Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders feel safe and welcome during the 

pandemic and beyond. 

According to the Resolution, the AAPI community have made our nation more secure as millions have 

served on the front lines of this pandemic as healthcare providers, first responders, and other essential 

roles. 

The Resolution, therefore, recommends that City of Los Angeles should condemn and denounce all forms 

of anti-Asian hate crimes and support any form of federal and State legislative actions that establish 

programs and provide funding to address the growing problem of hate crimes against the AAPI 

community. 

BACKGROUND 

According to an article by the American Journal of Criminal Justice (AJCJ),1 the Coronavirus Disease 

2019 (COVID-19) is believed to have emerged in Wuhan, China in late December 2019 and began to 

spread rapidly around the globe throughout the spring of 2020.  As COVID-19 proliferated throughout the 

United States, Asian Americans reported a surge in racially motivated hate crimes involving physical 

violence and harassment.  The authors of the article note that throughout history, pandemic-related health 

crises have been associated with the stigmatization and “othering” of people of Asian descent.  Asian 

Americans have experienced verbal and physical violence motivated by individual level racism and 

xenophobia from the time they arrived in America in the late 1700s up until the present day.   

 

To avoid offending or stigmatizing any cultural, social, national, regional, professional, and/or ethnic 

group, the World Health Organization (WHO) followed its guidelines for naming the Coronavirus Disease 

as COVID-19.  However, the authors note that in 2020, former President Trump disregarded the WHO’s 

guidance and publicly used derogatory, racist, and xenophobic terms in reference to the COVID-19 disease 

during his White House press conferences, his tweets, and repeatedly defended his use of the terms 

throughout the remaining months of his presidency. The authors of the AJCJ article also note that other 

public officials used similar derogatory terms and placed blame on China for the spread of the COVID-

19 disease.  In March 2020, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security issued a warning that white 

supremacists may use the health crisis to justify harm or violence against Asian Americans.  Additionally, 

the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) anticipated that there would be a surge in anti-Asian hate crime 

during the pandemic and therefore alerted law enforcement agencies to be on heightened alert for bias-

motivated incidents.   

 

As the COVID-19 disease spread and hate crimes increased, Professor Russell Jeung of the Asian 

American Studies Department at San Francisco State University began tracking the rise in media reports 

about coronavirus-related racism.  In one study, Professor Jeung found that between February 7 and March 

9, 2020, there was a 50 percent increase in the number of articles about discrimination related to the 

COVID-19 pandemic.  In the first week, there were 93 stories.  By the fourth week, the number of articles 

had escalated to 140.   

 

As a result of his research, organizations like the Asian Pacific Planning and Policy Council (A3PCON), 

the Chinese for Affirmative Action (CAA) and San Francisco State University, launched the Stop AAPI 

Hate Center.  The center collects reports of harassment, shunning, bullying, and other racially motivated 

attacks and assaults. 

 

                                                           
1 Gover, A.R., Harper, S.B. & Langton, L. Anti-Asian Hate Crime During the COVID-19 Pandemic: Exploring the Reproduction of 

Inequality. Am J Crim Just 45, 647–667 (2020). 
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As noted above, Stop AAPI Hate has reported that between March 19, 2020 and December 31, 2020, over 

2,800 accounts of anti-Asian hate were reported nationwide, with nearly 250 cases in Los Angeles County 

and over 700 in the San Francisco area.  The reported hate crimes include verbal harassment, physical 

abuse, cough and spit, civil rights violations, online harassment, workplace discrimination, and refusal of 

service in establishments or public transit. 

On February 23, 2021, Governor Newsom signed Assembly 85 which provide $7.6 billion in additional 

State resources for the ongoing pandemic response.  As part of this allocation, the law includes $1.4 

million to support Stop AAPI Hate research and tracking systems.    

It is therefore recommended that the City Council adopt the attached Resolution to support legislation 

and/or administrative action that establishes programs and provides funding to combat any form of hate 

crimes, discrimination, harassment, and violence against Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.   

 

 

  

         _______________________ 

         Felipe Valladolid Chavez 

         Analyst 

 

 

Attachment: Resolution (Lee-O’Farrell-Martinez-Ridley-Thomas-Raman) 



RESOLUTION RUlES, ELECTIOOS. INTERGOVERNMENTAL RElATkJNS 
WHEREAS, any official position of the City of Los Angeles with respect to legislation rules, regulations, or policies proposed to or 

pending before a local, state, or federal governmental body or agency must have first been adopted in the fom1 of a Resolution by the City Council 
with the concurrence of the Mayor; and 

WHEREAS, according to the American Journal of Criminal Justice, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders (AAPI) are one of the fastest
growing raciallethnic groups in the United States with statistics showing that the AAPI population increased from 3.5 million in 1980 to 11.9 in 
2000, 19.4 million in 2013 , and 23 million in 2020; and 

WHEREAS, AJCJ notes that as the AAPJ population increased, crimes against Asian Americans also rose over the years; and 

WHEREAS, according to the National Crime Victimization Survey, the rate of violent crime committed against Asian Americans 
increased from 8.2 to 16.2 per thousand from 2015 to 2018 , nationally; and 

WHEREAS, according to Stop AAPJ Hate, the nation ' s leading coalition documenting and addressing anti-Asian hate and discrimination, 
between March 19, 2020 and December 31, 2020, over 2,800 accounts of anti-Asian hate were reported nationwide, with nearly 250 cases in Los 
Angeles County and over 700 in the San Francisco area; and 

WHEREAS, the reported hate crimes include verbal harassment, physical abuse, cough and spit, civil rights violations, online harassment, 
workplace discrimination, and refusal of service in establishments or public transit; and 

WHEREAS, in response to politically charged and culturally insensitive rhetoric propagated by former President Trump which further 
encouraged racism, prejudice, and hate crimes against the AAPI community, on September 17,2020, the U.S. House of Representatives adopted 
House Resolution 908 which condemned all forms of anti-Asian sentiment and called for State and federal officials to investigate reports of anti
Asian crime and discrimination; and 

WHEREAS, on January 26, 2021, the Bid en Administration issued a memorandum to combat racism, xenophobia, and intolerance against 
the AAPI community stating that during the COVID-19 pandemic, inflammatory and xenophobic rhetoric, which has stoked fears and perpetuated 
stigma, has put Asian American and Pacific Islander persons, families, communities, and businesses, at risk; and 

WHEREAS, on February 16, 2021, the California legislature adopted House Resolution 23 to denounce hate crimes, hateful rhetoric, and 
hateful acts against the AAPI community, to ensure that Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders feel safe and welcome during the pandemic and 
beyond; and 

WHEREAS, the AAPI community have made our nation more secure as millions have served on the front lines of this pandemic as 
healthcare providers, first responders, and other essential roles; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Los Angeles should condemn and denounce all forms of anti-Asian hate crimes and support any form of federal 
and State legislative actions that provide funding to address the growing problem of hate crimes against the AAPI community; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE lT RESOLVED, with the concurrence of the Mayor, that by adoption of this Resolution, the City of Los 
Angeles hereby includes in the 2021-2022 State and Federal Legislative Programs SUPPORT and/or SPONSORSHIP for legislation and/or 
administrative action that establishes progran1s and provides funding to combat any form of hate crimes, discrimination, harassment, and violence 
against Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. 

~~~M 
Councilmember, 13th District 

SECONDED BY: 

MAR 0 3 2021 


