
ABOUT RUTH E. CARTER

Ruth E. Carter is the 2019 Academy Award winner for Achievement in Costume Design for 
Marvel’s "BLACK PANTHER” making history as the first African-American to win in the 
category. Carter wows audiences and dazzles critics alike with costumes inspired by traditional 
African tribal wear merged with a contemporary look delivering fashion and function, 
incorporating technology, and creating such authenticity, ownership, and empowerment for the 
characters and viewers; cementing her as one of the preeminent voices and experts on Afro 
aesthetics.

A career spanning more than three decades in theater, cinema, and television, Carter’s depth of 
artistry flowing together with her creative instincts, passion for culture and history, empathy for 
people, enormous capacity for research, eye for detail, and ability to deliver the director’s vision 
while infusing her art makes her one of the most sought after and renowned costume designers 
in the world; earning her over forty film credits including two additional Academy Award 
nominations for "MALCOLM X” (1993) and "AMISTAD” (1998) and an Emmy nomination for the 
reboot of television mini-series "ROOTS” (2016).

FILMOGRAPHY

Carter has collaborated with a myriad of directors and visionaries starting with Spike Lee in 
"SCHOOL DAZE,” and working with him on 14 films including "DO THE RIGHT THING”, which 
is archived in the Library of Congress, "MALCOLM X, "MO BETTER BLUES," and "OLD BOY.” 
She joined forces with Robert Townsend making the iconic "FIVE HEARTBEATS,” with Keenan 
Ivory Wayans in "I’M GONNA GET YOU SUCKA,” and gritty "BABY BOY” and "ROSEWOOD” 
with the late John Singleton. Carter also created the costumes and look for the pilot episode of 
Larry David’s "Seinfeld.”

Her breath of knowledge in African-American history and art was sought after by Steven 
Spielberg and Debbie Allen and for the incredible "AMISTAD.” Carter continued to present 
outstanding work for period ensemble films in Lee Daniels’ "THE BUTLER,” Ava Duvernay’s 
"SELMA” and Reginald Hudlin’s "MARSHALL.” Carter recently completed work on the first 
season of "YELLOWSTONE,” a television series starring Kevin Costner and directed by Taylor 
Sheridan.

Carter’s brilliant bold 1970s urban dandy costume design work is currently seen in the Netflix 
film, "DOLEMITE IS MY NAME” starring Eddie Murphy and directed by Craig Brewer for which 
Carter won the 2020 Critics’ Choice Award for Best Costume. She can also be seen in Netflix’s 
Original Documentary "ABSTRACT” Season 2.

Stay tuned to see her work in the upcoming sequel to "COMING TO AMERICA,” starring Eddie 
Murphy and directed by Craig Brewer.

Carter is the first Costume Designer to cross over into fashion with a Conscious Collection 
collaboration with H&M featuring Carter’s 90's street inspired look from early films. Carter’s 
costumes tell stories so intriguing and memorable they influence music, fashion, culture, and 
film-making and help us to understand ourselves better.

ACCOLADES

Academy Award Achievement in Costume Design "BLACK PANTHER’



Academy Award Nomination "MALCOM X”
Academy Award Nomination "AMISTAD”
Costume Designers Guild "Career Achievement Award”
Costume Designers Guild "Excellence in Sci-fi/Fantasy Film "BLACK PANTHER’ 
Critics Choice Award for "Best Costume Design” for "BLACK PANTHER”
Critics Choice Award for "Best Costume Design” for "DOLEMITE IS MY NAME” 
Emmy Nomination "ROOTS”
Hollywood Critics’ Association - Artisans Achievement Award 
Wall Street Journal INNOVATOR

Honorary Doctorate - Suffolk University, Boston, MA.

Learn more about Artist and Costume Design extraordinaire, Ruth E. Carter, 
visit ruthecarter.com


