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MICHAEL N. FEUER
CITY ATTORNEY

R21-0003REPORT NO.
JANUARY 6, 2021

REPORT RE:

PROPOSED LEGAL SERVICES AGREEMENT FOR OUTSIDE COUNSEL 
TO ASSIST WITH GIFT TO THE LIBRARY OF ANGEL CITY PRESS

The Honorable City Council 
of the City of Los Angeles 

200 North Spring Street 
City Hall, Room 395 
Los Angeles, California 90012

Honorable Members:

This Office recommends Raines Feldman LLP be approved as outside counsel to 
assist the City Attorney’s Office in providing legal services to the Los Angeles Public 
Library (LAPL).

Background

Angel City Press (ACP) is a small book publishing company that publishes books 
with a particular focus on the social and cultural history of Los Angeles. The owners of 
ACP have offered the company as a gift to the LAPL. The gift of ACP will support and 
enhance the Library's efforts to elevate the Library’s collections and resources, 
particularly special collections, since the missions of ACP and the Library are similar - 
i.e. increasing discovery of the history, art, and culture of Southern California.

Outside Counsel Assistance

Although part of the transaction is a gift to the Library from the owners of ACP, 
the substance of the transaction is the acquisition of ACP, including its intellectual
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property assets. An RFP was issued for the legal services required, but no responses 
were received. The attorneys at Raines Feldman LLP possess expert and technical 
knowledge in the fields of publishing and corporate law and will conduct due diligence 
on the assets and liabilities and contractual obligations of ACP.

Scope of Services and Budget

The assistance of Raines Feldman LLP is critical to the transfer of ACP to the 
LAPL for their expertise in the niche area of legal services relating to book publishing, 
including publishing agreements, subsidiary rights agreements, and vendor 
agreements. In addition, the firm specializes in the corporate acquisition issues and the 
Intellectual Property filings needed to transfer ACP to the LAPL. The contract with 
Raines Feldman lLp to prepare the documentation for the acquisition of ACP is for an 
initial term of two years and a budget of $43,000, to be funded by the LAPL.

Recommendation

This Office respectfully requests that the City Council authorize the City Attorney 
to enter into a contract with Raines Feldman LLP in the amount of $43,000 for legal 
services provided for the Library’s acquisition of Angel City Press.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Deputy City 
Attorney Basia Jankowski at (213) 978-8130. She or another member of this Office will 
be present when you consider this matter to answer any questions you may have.

Sincerely,

MICHAEL N. FEUER, City Attorney

AnnfrHfrUij
ANNE HALEY 
Assistant City Attorney
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