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The most important factor in consideration of any project being introduced and built in my 
Council District is the safety, health and welfare of our communities. The proposed project on 
135-153 W. Avenue 34 in the Lincoln Heights community (Ave 34 site) was conditioned by the 
request of my office so that the property owners shall satisfy any requirements from the State 
Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) in relation to potential contamination on the 
subject site prior to the issuance of any clearances by the Department of City Planning (DCP), 
property owners were directed to provide to DCP a letter from DTSC that establishes DTSC's 
satisfaction that the subject site meets DTSC requirements for the proposed use of residential 
housing.

The development site is a 5-acre parcel previously used for commercial/industrial purposes 
between the 1920’s and 2000s. The property owner entered into a Voluntary Cleanup Agreement 
with DTSC to assess contamination caused by previous site operations. The property owner 
proposes a mixed-use redevelopment at the site. A Removal Action Workplan has been approved 
by DTSC to clean up the site except DTSC has recently stated they have no plans to perform off 
site testing that the City of Los Angeles and community has asked be performed.

This weekend, after the posting of the agenda, the LA Times exposed the toxic dumping history 
at this parcel dating back to 1984 when the District Attorney’s Office now-defunct Los Angeles 
Hazardous Waste Task Force discovered 252 barrels buried in caverns surrounding the current 
development site. Some of the chemicals were also dumped into sewer lines. Before the 
discovery, the dumping practice had carried on for four years.

According to the LA Times article testing done at the property in late 2021 revealed levels of 
volatile organic compounds, or VOCs, that were more than 4,000 times higher than what is 
recommended for residential standards. The compounds included the dry cleaning solvent 
tetrachloroethylene, or PCE, which the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention says may 
harm the nervous system, reproductive system, liver and kidneys, and may possibly cause cancer.

| Toxins do not stop at property lines and there is an immediate need to perform further testing.

This parcel sits across the street from an elementary school and residential housing.

There is a great need to detect off site any possible contamination generated by the prior 
operations and proposed construction on the development site to mitigate any risks to protect the 
health and safety of the public.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council determine, as provided by Section 54954.2(b)(2) 
of the Government Code, and pursuant to Rule 23 of the Rules of the City Council, that there is a

y^d^to take immediate action on this matter AND that the need for action came to the attention 
of the City subsequent to the posting of the agenda for today's Council meeting.



I

I FURTHER MOVE that the Bureau of Sanitation be directed to immediately lead off site 
testing of wastewater, storm water and soil.

I FURTHER MOVE that the Los Angeles Fire Department, Department of Building and Safety, 
General Services Department, and Bureau of Engineering be instructed to support jointly and 
independently these testing efforts with staff, facilities, and other resources.

I FURTHER MOVE that the Bureau of Sanitation formally request support from the County of 
Los Angeles Department of Public Health to assist with off site testing.

PRESENTED BY:
Gil BERT A. CEDILLO 
Council member, 1st District
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