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The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has issued two emergency use authorizations (EUA) for 
two vaccines - the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine and the Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine - 
designed to prevent the spread of the novel Coronavirus. The Los Angeles County Department 
of Public Health has assured that the COVID-19 vaccine will be free for everyone and will be 
offered to different groups in phases. It is likely to be available to the general public in 
Spring/Summer 2021. Although no detailed plan has been shared in regards to how distribution 
to the general public will be rolled out it is important that vulnerable communities and 
communities of color be at the center of the rollout plan.

Equitable allocation and distribution of the vaccine is critical to Los Angeles, especially to the 
communities who have bear the brunt of this outbreak. The purpose of the vaccine is to prevent 
the spread of the virus but it must be the City of Los Angeles’ goal to ensure that the spread 
stops at the highest risk areas first. This includes Black, Latino, API, and other communities of 
color that are home to essential workers. The Coronavirus risk has dramatically increased 
amongst Latino residents who are now dying of COVID-19 at two and a half times the rate of 
white residents in L.A. County. Additionally, compared with white residents, Black residents are 
twice as likely, and Latinos three times as likely, to be hospitalized for COVID-19. The faster 
these communities have access to the vaccine the sooner the spread will slow down and less 
lives will be lost.

On January 4th, 2021, California Governor Gavin Newsom announced that his budget proposal 
will include roughly $300 million to support vaccination efforts by providing funding for logistics, 
a public education campaign and for other needs. Should this proposal pass, the City of Los 
Angeles should explore how to utilize that funding for public outreach and education efforts 
especially in communities of color and non-English speaking communities in order to build 
public trust in the vaccine. In order to ensure equitable distribution of the vaccine, the City of Los 
Angeles must advocate for the prioritization of communities of color. In addition, the City must 
play a role in the development of a public education campaign on the vaccine that is culturally 
sensitive and multi-lingual.

I THEREFORE MOVE, that the City Council instruct the Chief Legislative Analyst, in 
coordination with the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health and Emergency 
Management Department, report back with a strategy for equitable distribution of vaccines, one 
that prioritizes low-income communities of color and essential workers who are people of color.

I FURTHER MOVE, that the City Council instruct the Chief Legislative Analyst to report back 
with information on the Governor’s $300 vaccine budget proposal and how the City may be able 
to use that fund, or to partner with the State, on a public outreach campaign for communities of 
color.
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