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Comments for Public Posting:  On behalf of Wakeland Housing, we ask that you oppose this

motion. Please see our attached letter for background on our
position. Thank you 



 
 
 
May 21, 2021 
 
Homelessness & Poverty Committee 
Los Angeles City Hall 
200 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Re: Letter Opposing Motion CF 21- 0043 to Retract Proposition HHH Funding (Item 8 on the 
Homelessness and Poverty Committee agenda for May 27, 2021) 
 
Dear Honorable Members of the Homelessness and Poverty Committee:  

On behalf of Wakeland Housing and Development Corporation, a nonprofit affordable housing developer. 
I am writing in opposition of Council Member de León’s motion to begin exploring options to retract HHH 
funds from certain projects with committed funding. Our organization has four HHH-funded 
developments in the City of Los Angeles totaling 213 units. Two of our HHH developments have already 
started construction and the remaining two of are set to start to construction by November. We rely 
greatly on the stable commitment of Proposition HHH to conduct our important work in abating our 
housing crisis. 

This action would harm both affordable housing developers and our unhoused neighbors, and 
threaten a signature policy achievement of Mayor Eric Garcetti, who put faith in voters to understand 
that long term solutions pay off with greater returns. We implore you to vote against this motion in 
the Homelessness and Poverty Committee hearing.  
 
In 2016, nearly one million Angelenos voted to support Proposition HHH, funding a method to house 
thousands of unhoused individuals and prevent their return to the street. Since the passage of the 
proposition, the City has disbursed nearly all of its $1.2 billion in bonds, creating a pipeline of 111 
currently approved projects, and another 28 projects to be approved by 2021. Allocated as part of a ten-
year plan, Proposition HHH is on track to produce nearly 8,000 homes with critical services in the next 
several years. On May 13th alone, the City’s Homelessness and Poverty Committee approved nearly 700 
units of supportive housing. In short, this voter-approved program is working, and will provide assets to 
serve those experiencing homelessness in Los Angeles for the majority of the remainder of this next 
century. 
 
It is clear that many developers are maximizing City resources to produce an essential form of supportive 
housing. The average subsidy from HHH has been $130,000 per unit, which developers have painstakingly 
leveraged to obtain an additional $210,000 per unit from other sources. The retraction of these funds 
from even one project could cause a ripple effect in the delicate portfolios of all developers of permanent 
supportive housing, and disrupt this program at precisely the wrong time. 

 



 
 

 

Our organization also encourages the committee to recognize the role supportive housing units play in a 
continuum of housing solutions needed in Los Angeles. While temporary housing is easier to construct, it 
is not a singular, sustainable solution. Permanent supportive housing has had demonstrable results in 
cities throughout the country. For this reason, moving HHH funds away from approved projects in favor 
of constructing temporary shelters would be short sighted. Los Angeles requires both. 

Proposition HHH is producing tangible results and SCANPH unequivocally believes that tampering with 
this program’s funds would do great damage to the city’s reputation and voter confidence. With so many 
incoming projects and a clear, demonstrable return on investment, we implore this committee and the 
greater City Council to continue pushing forward. We must act urgently to build more supportive housing, 
and do not have the time or resources to pullback on commitments for projects nearing construction. 

On behalf of my organization and the greater supportive housing industry, we strongly urge you to vote 
no on this motion in your committee hearing this Thursday.  

Thank you for your consideration and for your dedication to end this city’s housing crisis. 

 

Sincerely, 
 
Rebecca Louie 
Vice President/Chief Operating Officer 
Wakeland Housing and Development Corporation 
 



Communication from Public
 
 
Name: Lisa Williams
Date Submitted: 05/27/2021 06:42 AM
Council File No: 21-0043 
Comments for Public Posting:  Dear Council Members: On behalf of San Pedro United

Methodist Church (SPUMC), I am writing in opposition of
Council Member de Leon's motion to begin exploring options to
retract HHH funds from certain projects with committed funding.
We are working with 1010 Development to build Hope On 6th
project in San Pedro, a 54-unit community mixing supportive
housing with service enhanced affordable housing is one of the
projects that would be directly affected by this ill-advised
retraction of Prop HHH funds. This action would harm both
affordable housing developers and our unhoused neighbors, and
threaten a signature policy achievement of Mayor Eric Garcetti,
who put faith in voters to understand that long term solutions pay
off with greater returns. We implore you to vote against this
motion in the Homelessness and Poverty Committee hearing this
Thursday, May 27. In 2016, nearly one million Angelenos voted
to support Proposition HHH, funding a method to house
thousands of unhoused individuals and prevent their return to the
street. Since the passage of the proposition, the City has disbursed
nearly all of its $1.2 billion in bonds, creating a pipeline of 111
currently approved projects, and another 28 projects to be
approved by 2021. Allocated as part of a ten-year plan,
Proposition HHH is on track to produce nearly 8,000 homes with
critical services in the next several years. On May 13th alone, the
City's Homelessness and Poverty Committee approved nearly 700
units of supportive housing. In short, this vote ¬approved
program is working, and will provide assets to serve those
experiencing homelessness in Los Angeles for the majority of the
remainder of this next century. It is clear that many developers are
maximizing City resources to produce an essential form of
supportive housing. The average subsidy from HHH has been
$130,000 per unit, which developers have painstakingly leveraged
to obtain an additional $210,000 per unit from other sources. The
retraction of these funds from even one project could cause a
ripple effect in the delicate portfolios of all developers of
permanent supportive housing and disrupt this program at
precisely the wrong time. Our organization also encourages the
committee to recognize the role supportive housing units play in a
continuum of housing solutions needed in Los Angeles. While
temporary housing is easier to construct, it is not a singular,
sustainable solution. Permanent supportive housing has had



sustainable solution. Permanent supportive housing has had
demonstrable results in cities throughout the country. For this
reason, moving HHH funds away from approved projects in favor
of constructing temporary shelters would be short sighted. Los
Angeles requires both. Proposition HHH is producing tangible
results and SCANPH unequivocally believes that tampering with
this program's funds would do great damage to the city's
reputation and voter confidence. With so many incoming projects
and a clear, demonstrable return on investment, we implore this
committee and the greater City Council to continue pushing
forward. We must act urgently to build more supportive housing,
and do not have the time or resources to pullback on commitments
for projects nearing construction. On behalf of my San Pedro
United Methodist Church and the greater supportive housing
industry, we strongly urge you to vote no on this motion in your
committee hearing this Thursday. Thank you for your
consideration and for your dedication to end this city's housing
crisis. Sincerely, Reverend Lisa Williams Sr. Pastor, San Pedro
United Methodist Church 



 San Pedro United Methodist Church 
  
  
580 W Sixth Street San Pedro, CA 90731 
310-548-1001         Pastor Lisa Williams 
310-548-4289 (fax)        Pastorlisa.sanpedroumc@gmail.com 

 

Dear Council Members:  
 
On behalf of San Pedro United Methodist Church (SPUMC), I am writing in opposition of 
Council Member de Leon's motion to begin exploring options to retract HHH funds from 
certain projects with committed funding. We are working with 1010 Development to build 
Hope On 6th project in San Pedro, a 54-unit community mixing supportive housing with 
service enhanced affordable housing is one of the projects that would be directly affected by 
this ill-advised retraction of Prop HHH funds.  
 
This action would harm both affordable housing developers and our unhoused 
neighbors, and threaten a signature policy achievement of Mayor Eric Garcetti, who 
put faith in voters to understand that long term solutions pay off with greater returns. 
We implore you to vote against this motion in the Homelessness and Poverty 
Committee hearing this Thursday, May 27.  
 
In 2016, nearly one million Angelenos voted to support Proposition HHH, funding a method 
to house thousands of unhoused individuals and prevent their return to the street. Since the 
passage of the proposition, the City has disbursed nearly all of its $1.2 billion in bonds, 
creating a pipeline of 111 currently approved projects, and another 28 projects to be 
approved by 2021. Allocated as part of a ten-year plan, Proposition HHH is on track to 
produce nearly 8,000 homes with critical services in the next several years. On May 13th 
alone, the City's Homelessness and Poverty Committee approved nearly 700 units of 
supportive housing. In short, this vote approved program is working, and will provide assets 
to serve those experiencing homelessness in Los Angeles for the majority of the remainder 
of this next century.  
 
It is clear that many developers are maximizing City resources to produce an essential form 
of supportive housing. The average subsidy from HHH has been $130,000 per unit, which 
developers have painstakingly leveraged to obtain an additional $210,000 per unit from 
other sources. The retraction of these funds from even one project could cause a ripple 
effect in the delicate portfolios of all developers of permanent supportive housing and 
disrupt this program at precisely the wrong time.  
 
Our organization also encourages the committee to recognize the role supportive housing 
units play in a continuum of housing solutions needed in Los Angeles. While temporary 
housing is easier to construct, it is not a singular, sustainable solution. Permanent 
supportive housing has had demonstrable results in cities throughout the country. For this 
reason, moving HHH funds away from approved projects in favor of constructing temporary 
shelters would be short sighted. Los Angeles requires both.  
 



 San Pedro United Methodist Church 
Proposition HHH is producing tangible results and SCANPH unequivocally believes that 
tampering with this program's funds would do great damage to the city's reputation and 
voter confidence. With so many incoming projects and a clear, demonstrable return on 
investment, we implore this committee and the greater City Council to continue pushing 
forward. We must act urgently to build more supportive housing, and do not have the time or 
resources to pullback on commitments for projects nearing construction.  
 
On behalf of my San Pedro United Methodist Church and the greater supportive housing 
industry, we strongly urge you to vote no on this motion in your committee hearing this 
Thursday.  
 
Thank you for your consideration and for your dedication to end this city's housing crisis.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Reverend Lisa Williams 
Sr. Pastor, San Pedro United Methodist Church 
 

 



Communication from Public
 
 
Name: Alan Greenlee
Date Submitted: 05/26/2021 06:42 PM
Council File No: 21-0043 
Comments for Public Posting:  On behalf of Housing for Stronger LA. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
May 26, 2021 
 
Homelessness & Poverty Committee 
200 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Re: Letter Opposing Council Member Kevin de León’s Motion to Retract Proposition HHH 
Funding (Item 8 on the Homelessness and Poverty Committee agenda for May 27, 2021) 
 
Dear Council Members: 
 
On behalf of Housing for Stronger LA, we am writing in opposition of Council Member de León’s 
motion to begin exploring options to retract HHH funds from certain projects with committed 
funding.  We are a coalition of executive level leaders of nonprofit affordable housing 
developers working in Los Angeles. Your votes ensure that our organizations and others that 
develop affordable and supportive housing can rely on an important source of funding, 
Proposition HHH, as we collectively strive to ensure that all low-income Angelenos, including 
those experiencing homelessness, have a safe and affordable place to live.   
 
This action would harm both affordable housing developers and our unhoused neighbors, and 
threatens the voter endorsement that long-term solutions pay off with important returns. 
We implore you to vote against this motion in the Homelessness and Poverty Committee 
hearing this Thursday, May 27.   
 
In 2016, nearly one million Angelenos voted to support Proposition HHH, funding a method to 
house thousands of unhoused individuals and prevent their return to the street. Since the 
passage of the proposition, the City has disbursed nearly all of its $1.2 billion in bonds, creating 
a pipeline of 111 currently approved projects, and another 28 projects to be approved by the end 
of 2021.  Allocated as part of a ten-year plan, Proposition HHH is on track to produce nearly 8,000 
homes with critical services in the next several years. On May 13th alone, the City’s Homelessness 
and Poverty Committee approved nearly 700 units of supportive housing. In short, this voter-
approved program is working, and will provide assets to serve those experiencing homelessness 
in Los Angeles for the majority of the remainder of this century. 
 
It is clear that many developers are maximizing City resources to produce supportive housing. 
The average subsidy from HHH has been $130,000 per unit, which developers have painstakingly 
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leveraged to obtain an additional $210,000 per unit from other sources. The retraction of these 
funds from even one project could cause a ripple effect in the delicate portfolios of all developers 
of permanent supportive housing, and disrupt this program at precisely the wrong time. 
 
The notion of withdrawing commitments of HHH funds erodes confidence in doing business with 
the City.  Affordable housing developers invest millions of dollars before they partner with the 
City.  These important, early expenditures to support essential predevelopment activities like 
community engagement, design development, entitlement and permitting activities are at risk if 
the City reneges on its commitment.  Moreover, withdrawing funding commitments adds time 
to supportive housing development.  While supporters of the motion may criticize the time 
associated with HHH developments, the proposal would add to the delays and will result in 
development cost increases.   
 
Our organizations also encourage the committee to recognize the role supportive housing units 
play in a continuum of housing solutions needed in Los Angeles. While temporary housing may 
be easier to construct, it is not a singular, sustainable solution. Permanent supportive housing 
has had demonstrable results in cities throughout the country. For this reason, moving HHH funds 
away from approved projects in favor of constructing temporary shelters would be short sighted. 
Los Angeles requires both.  Proposition HHH is producing tangible results and we unequivocally 
believe that tampering with this program’s intentions would do great damage to the city’s 
reputation and voter confidence. With so many incoming projects and a clear, demonstrable 
return on investment, we ask this committee and the entire City Council to continue pushing 
forward. We must act urgently to build more supportive housing, and do not have the time or 
resources to pullback on commitments for projects nearing construction. 
 
On behalf of our organizations and the greater supportive housing industry, we strongly urge you 
to vote no on this motion in your committee hearing this Thursday.  
 
Thank you for your consideration and for your dedication to end this city’s housing crisis. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Tara Barauskas 
Executive Director 
Community Corporation of Santa Monica 
 
Suny Lay Chang 
President and Chief Operating Officer 
Linc Housing 
 

Becky Dennison 
Executive Director  
Venice Community Housing 
 
Dora Leong Gallo 
President and CEO 
A Community of Friends 
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Alan Greenlee 
Executive Director 
SCANPH 
 
Ed Holder 
Vice President 
Mercy Housing 
 
Robin Hughes 
President and CEO 
Abode Communities 
 
Stephanie Klasky-Gamer 
President and CEO 
LA Family Housing 
 
Sarah Letts 
Executive Director 
Hollywood Community Housing 
 
Erich Nakano 
Executive Director 
Little Tokyo Service Center 
 
Jesse Slansky 
President and CEO 
West Hollywood Community Housing Corporation

 



Communication from Public
 
 
Name: Ted M Handel
Date Submitted: 05/27/2021 12:16 AM
Council File No: 21-0043 
Comments for Public Posting:  Please find attached a letter from Decro Corporation opposing the

motion. 






