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In the last month, Los Angeles County has seen the number of COVID-19 cases increase by more 
than 400,000 - a number it took 10 months to reach starting in March of last year. This week the Countywide 
number of cases has surpassed 920,000 since the beginning of the pandemic and one in five Angelenos are 
testing positive for coronavirus. And while the number of those dying had remained in double digits through 
much of November, in recent weeks the average number of deaths has surpassed 200 people daily.

The tidal wave of new cases has placed a significant strain on local hospitals. The County recently 
reported that 7,966 Los Angeles residents have been hospitalized due to the virus and as of Friday, January 8 
according to the Department of Health Services, 761 staffed hospital beds remain available for incoming 
patients, including 323 adult intensive care unit beds. Hospitals have continued to struggle to find space for 
more patients, and ambulances are reported to be waiting hours in emergency bays to offload patients. Over 
the holiday weekend, roughly 90 percent of county hospitals were forced to divert ambulances to other 
facilities.

The economic devastation created by the recent surge is also concerning. According to a poll 
conducted by the County Department of Public Health and USC Dornsife, more than 42 percent of Los 
Angeles residents reported working a job that requires them to come within 6 feet of people outside their 
immediate household on a daily basis, and more than 55 percent reported that the coronavirus outbreak poses 
a moderate or substantial threat to their household's finances.

This recent surge is due in large part to widespread community transmission, impacting most 
significantly frontline and essential workers, low-income residents, and communities of color. The surge has 
also been reported to be impacting transit dependent residents and staff at transportation agencies throughout 
the state, including Metro, LADOT and Foothill Transit. In the last week, roughly 30 percent of Metro’s bus 
operators have been out of work due to being quarantined, caring for family members, or having COVID-19. 
And the number of positive cases among agency staff and contractors has doubled in the past month. Metro 
has indicated this will result in bus and rail trips being canceled each day over the next few weeks.

These trends may further impact our region’s healthcare response, as COVID-19 infections continue 
to rise and frontline and essential workers find it more difficult to commute to and from to work, and our 
economic recovery as essential workers and their families face additional hardships. The City of Los Angeles 
has a responsibility to protect city workers, essential workers and residents who depend on the City’s public 
transportation network for daily activity.

I THEREFORE MOVE that the Department of Transportation, with the assistance of the Chief 
Legislative Analyst and City Administrative Officer as needed, be instructed to report back on:

The percentage of DASH operators and staff impacted by COVTD-19, any ongoing or forecasted 
disruptions to service, and efforts to reduce virus transmission and mitigate service disruptions;
Best practices at other transportation agencies, and additional safeguards, protocols, technologies and 
enforcement mechanisms that could be employed to ensure riders are commuting safely; and, 
Funding and/or resources necessary to implement recommended safeguards, protocols, technologies 
and enforcement mechanisms.
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